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 As noted in previous annual reports to Council, our mission continues to be to recommend 
environmentally, fiscally, and socially responsible ways to preserve, enhance and improve this invaluable 
resource as well as to maintain its attractiveness and viability in the face of ever-changing conditions. 
To that end, this Working Group has been tasked to identify viable goals that can be acted upon during 
the 2022-2023 years.  These goals are delineated according to the categories named above: 
 
Social Goals 
 
We welcome everyone; new pilots and non-pilots, entrepreneurs, aircraft 
owners, visitors and aviation enthusiasts.  All will find the Ashland airport to be a 
special and inviting place.  Our social goals to this end are to: 
1.  Reinstitute Airport Appreciation Day, a proven method to invite local citizens to visit the airport and to 

enjoy the many facets of aviation available here. 
2. Encourage non-local aviators to choose our airport as a destination for a day, a week, or more, to  

enjoy the many activities and attractions that this area offers. 
a.  Encourage the Chamber of Commerce and other local enterprises to create “destination        
packages” to attract aviation visitors and to incorporate the airport into their marketing and 
promotional material. 

 b.  Invite aviation clubs and groups to choose Ashland as a fly-in destination. 
 c.  Improve transportation linkage from the Airport to the community. 
      i.  bicycle/walking access 
     ii.  public transportation 
    iii.  shuttle services, etc. 
 
3.  Encourage local youth involvement in Aviation. 
 a.  Coordinate with Science Works to again offer an Aviation Education program for young  
  participants, with possible City co-sponsorship. 
 
Economic/Financial Goals 
 
We take pride in the airport’s ability to be financially stable with reasonable reserves and without requiring 
citizens to contribute more tax dollars, or to rely on funding from other City resources.  In the coming year 
the Commission’s financial goals are to: 
1.  Encourage staff to research and apply for all available grants and funds to enhance and improve the 
Airport’s operation and environment. 
2.  Obtain and become educated about the ongoing financial operations of the Airport, including regular 
income and expense activity, as well as projected income and expenses. 
3.  Encourage Airport infrastructure development that supports further income generation. 
 a.  Provide needed services for new hangar construction (water, sewer, internet, etc.). 
 b.  Apron expansion, taxiway improvement/development. 
 
Environmental Goals 
 
 Despite current environmental and financial challenges, the Ashland Airport, and indeed aviation in 
general is experiencing positive trends in terms of sustainability and growth after undergoing a very 
tenuous period of uncertainty.  We actively encourage energy-saving technologies, resource conservation 
and support of alternative energy development. We have been and continue to be actively engaged with 
providing potential facilities for solar energy production solutions, which is aligned with Ashland’s 
Alternative Energy and Climate Action plan.  The Commission recognizes that the Airport represents an 
environmental asset and an environmental stewardship responsibility.  Our environmental goals regarding 
this resource management are to: 



 

 

1.  Encourage riparian restoration to mitigate harms from past actions, and to enhance and preserve the 
land and water resources that are found on the airport property. 

2. Continue to encourage solar energy development, not only for economic benefit, but also to support 
an emergency preparedness program that can provide electric power during outages. 

3. Promote landscape management, including continuation of decorative landscaping projects and weed 
control activities. 

 
Emergency Preparedness 
 
A goal that does not fit easily into the above categories is that of emergency preparedness.  This goal 
has aspects that can be included in all of the above categories, yet stands alone in its description.  As a 
vital component of the transportation system, our airport may be called upon to provide critical service 
due to any number of different emergencies, like earthquake, extreme weather events, wildfires, or other 
events that are not yet apparent.  Services might include medical transport, firefighting support, vital 
resource provision in case of ground transport failure, logistical/ communication support, etc.  It is a 
primary goal, and a responsibility of this Commission and the City of Ashland to anticipate and prepare for 
emergency operation of the Airport.  The Commission had created an Emergency Preparedness Plan, 
which gives detail to logistical relations, but does not yet address details of how to keep the airport open 
and operational.  During this coming year the following goal is to: 
1. Provide sufficient electric energy supply for the airport in the event of grid failure. 
2. Identify and obtain further resources needed to operate the airport during emergencies.  


