TREE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
June 3, 2021
AGENDA
I.

CALL TO ORDER
6:00 p.m. via ZOOM

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Tree Commission regular meeting of May 6, 2021 regular meeting minutes.

III.

LIAISON REPORTS
• Council Liaison
• Parks & Recreation Liaison
• Community Development Liaison

IV.

TYPE I REVIEWS
A. PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00151
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 255 Maple St.
OWNER/APPLICANT: Canopy for Cabin Six LLC
DESCRIPTION: A request for approval to remove one 13” DBH pinoak for the property at
255 Maple St. to enable a complete upgrade to the landscaping for Oasis Eye Center. The
application includes a report by an ISA certified arborist and explains that while the tree is in
moderate health the tree has been repeatedly topped due to overhead power lines.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Health Care; ZONING: HC; MAP: 39 1E 05 DB;
TAX LOT: 500
B. PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00152
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 1675 Ashland St.
OWNER: Columbiacare Rogue Ridge Apartments LLC
APPLICANT: Kerry KenCairn
DESCRIPTION: A request for approval to remove a single bigleaf maple (acer
macrophyllum) at the property address as 1675 Ashland St. The tree had previously been
approved for protection associated with the Site Design Review approving the Columbiacare
housing project. The application states that the reason for removal is that the trees root
system is lifting the neighbor’s floor. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION:
Commercial; ZONING: C-1; MAP: 39 1E 10 DC; TAX LOT: 9201

C. PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00153
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 459 Willow St.
OWNER/APPLICANT: Willow Street Properties LLC
DESCRIPTION: A request for approval to remove a single living pine at the rear of the
property at 459 Willow St. The application indicates that the reason for requesting the
removal is that the tree poses a fire hazard, has poor form, and is inhibiting the use of roof
top solar on an adjacent property that is under common ownership. It is unclear if the tree
poses a hazard and will be potentially evaluated under the hazard criteria and non-hazard
criteria. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential; ZONING: R1-5; MAP: 39 1E 04 CB; TAX LOT: 6700

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900). Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).

V.

TYPE II REVIEWS - none

VI.

STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS
A. PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00154
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 87 Fourth St.
OWNER/APPLICANT: Rogue Valley UU Fellowship
DESCRIPTION: A request to remove three dead / dying slow growing evergreen trees.
These trees were part of the approved landscape plan for the church under the original
planning action. Further all street trees, regardless if they are dead or not, are required to
secure a removal permit.

VII.

OLD BUSINESS

VIII.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

IX.

ADJOURNMENT
Next Meeting: July 8, 2021

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900). Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).

Ashland Tree Commission
Draft Minutes
May 6, 2021

Call to Order
Commission Chair Chris John called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm via ZOOM
Commissioners Present:
Christopher John

Council Liaison
Stephen Jensen - ABS

Asa Cates
Vacancy (3)
Eric Simpson
Vacancy (5)
Vacancy (7)

Park Liaison
Peter Baughman
Staff Present:
Aaron Anderson: Associate Planner

Commissioners Not In Attendance:
Cat Gould

(AMC 2.25030 allows for “a quorum shall be defined as one-half the number of sitting Commissioners, plus one,
but in no case less than three” … As opposed to 2.10.040 A meeting quorum shall consist of more than one-half
of the total number of authorized members of the body, including any vacant positions.)

Applicants: Ron Ketchum, Aleece Townsend

Approval of Minutes
Commissioners Chris Johns / Eric Simpson m/s to approve the minutes of March 4, 2021 (no
April meeting due to a lack of a quorum). Voice Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed

Public Forum
There was no one in the audience wishing to speak.

Liaison reports
Parks & Recreation Liaison – Peter briefed on updates with the Japanese garden and irrigation that was
installed to maintain the protected trees
Community Development Liaison – Review of April Agenda items

TYPE I REVIEWS
PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00140
SUBJECT PROPERTY:Near 947 Mountain Meadows (Subject tree is located between two buildings)
OWNER:
Mountain Meadows Parkside Condominium Association Inc
APPLICANT:
Southern Oregon Tree Care
DESCRIPTION:
A request for approval to remove one red maple (Acer rubrum) at Mountain Meadows.
The application, prepared by an ISA certified arborist, indicates that the tree is 14”-DBH and stands approximately

forty feet tall. The application explains that the tree is not well rooted based on the rocky nature of the ground, and
that the height of the tree now exposes it to wind loads above the building. The concern is that a wind event may
cause the tree to fail and potentially cause damage to the building. The application states the intent to mitigate the
tree with a species better suited to the environment.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Health Care; ZONING: HC; MAP: 39 1E 04 AD;
TAX LOT: 88000 & 40000
After staff briefly summarized the application history and materials Ron Ketchum, the Mountain Meadows
landscaping supervisor spoke in favor of the requested removal due to the poor location, and height of the tree
with regard to the concerns with wind events. The tree commission deliberated shortly; John felt that the location
of the tree is inappropriate. Simpson said he thought the removal was appropriate. Cates stated that the pictures
show that it is missing bark on one of the roots.

Commissioners Eric Simpson / Chris John M/S to approve the application as submitted

PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2021-00144
SUBJECT PROPERTY:Tax Lot 6100, Oak Knoll Dr.
OWNER/APPLICANT: Frank and Kathleen Millett
DESCRIPTION:
A request for approval to remove two large oak trees and one large pine on a vacant
residential parcel on Oak Knoll Drive. The application includes a site plan showing the proposed residence and
ARU location showing that the proposed structures encroach significantly into the critical root zone of the trees
necessitating their removal.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-10;
MAP: 39 1E 14 AD; TAX LOT: 6100
Staff briefly gave an update on the history of the application and the amended materials that have been
submitted. Cates felt that the 36” tree was far enough away that the construction wouldn’t affect it. John remarked
that the arborist report was not robust. Asa stated that there was no public comment received. John stated that he
felt that he ought to be allowed to build his house, but that it is a very weak application when considering the size
of the two trees. John felt that there wasn’t a detailed plan for the house, the root zone, or risk assessment.
Simpson felt that the applicant ‘hadn’t done their homework’. Peter stated that he didn’t believe that the black oak
was a hazard, butt that the white oak potentially did pose a hazard.

Commissioners Eric Simpson/ Asa Cates M/S to approve the removal of the two Oaks
[under duress], unanimous

PLANNING ACTION:
PA-TREE-2021-00150
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 705 Helman Street - Helman Elementary School
APPLICANT/OWNER:
KenCairn Landscape/Ashland School District #5
DESCRIPTION:
A request to modify the previous planning approval (PA-T2-2020-00020 ) for Helman
Elementary School at 705 Helman Street to allow the removal of one tree (#14) that was identified in the previous
land use approval to be preserved and protected. Tree #14 is a 15-inch diameter Zelkova Serrata near the new
parking area being created at the southeast corner of the campus, along Helman Street. During construction, it
was determined that necessary site grading will impact the tree's root zone more than was initially anticipated,
necessitating the removal request. An appropriately selected replacement tree will be required to mitigate the
removal.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-5; MAP: 39 1E 04 BC &
BD; TAX LOTS: BC 600 and BD 2700, 2800 & 2900
Staff briefly explained the application and that due to a miscommunication during the planning phase the finished
grade is considerably different so much so that the tree is in an incompatible location with the planed
infrastructure improvements. Cates asked the size of the tree (15”), and stated that if it was put into a circular
retaining wall it wouldn’t be healthy for the tree based on the amount of roots that would need to be pruned.

Commissioners Chris John / Asa Cates M/S to approve the application as submitted,
unanimous

TYPE II REVIEWS – none

STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS
[chronologically done out of order due to an attendee to represent the application]
PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2020-00146
SUBJECT PROPERTY:444 Courtney
APPLICANT/OWNER: Pembroke Investments LLC
DESCRIPTION:
A request for the removal of a street tree. The tree is causing uplift of the driveway and
curb affecting drainage. The application includes showing the extent of the damage. The application does not
include an arborist report.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-7.5;
MAP: 39 1E 09 CD; TAX LOT: 3000
Staff briefly presented the application and Aleece Townsend the property owner stated that she just wants to
remove the Tree. John stated that the amount of damage would require the removal of a lot of roots to try to repair
it. The applicant stated that the damage to the gutter causes the water in high water events to pour into the
driveway and into the garage

Commissioners Chris John / Eric Simpson M/S to approve the minutes as presented,
unanimous.

PLANNING ACTION: PA-TREE-2020-00149
SUBJECT PROPERTY:1360 Evan St.
APPLICANT/OWNER: Pembroke Investments LLC
DESCRIPTION:
A request for the removal of a street tree. The tree is causing damage to underground
electrical infrastructure. The electrical dept. has temporarily mitigated the issue but it cannot be fully repaired until
the tree is removed. The electrical department has agreed to help the applicant remove the tree. The application
includes showing the extent of the damage. The application does not include an arborist report.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-7.5;
MAP: 39 1E 09 CD; TAX LOT: 3000
Staff briefly presented the application and turned it over the tree commission for deliberation. Simpson expressed
he was ready to make a motion.

Commissioners Eric Simpson / Asa Cates M/S to approve the minutes as presented,
unanimous.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7.58p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Liz Hamilton

Next Meeting: June 3, 2021

TYPE I
REVIEWS
_________________________________
PA-TREE-2021-00151
255 Maple Street

CANOPY LLC
The Care of Trees
canopyarborcare.com
P.O. Box 3511
Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 631-8000
CCB 199334

April 15, 2021
City of Ashland Planning
51 Winburn Way
Ashland, OR 97520
RE: Oasis Eye Center tree removal permit (255 Maple St)
The owners of the Oasis Eye Center are seeking approval to remove a 13” DBH pinoak tree located near the street at
255 Maple St.
The tree is requested for removal as part of an overall landscaping upgrade and installation, which is currently
underway. This overhaul has been professionally designed and installed. The tree itself is of moderate health and
characterised by repeated topping due to the overhead power lines, an over-dense crown and ivy. The owners of the
property would like to replace the tree with a more appropriate species for the space.
While this tree does not meet the qualification for a hazardous tree, it is my professional opinion that replacement
with a smaller species that would not have to endure continual topping would be in the best interest of the long term
health and overall beautification of the property.
Feel free to get in touch if there are any questions.

Christopher John
Canopy LLC
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #WE-9504B
Tree Risk Assessor Qualified (TRAQ)

Caption

TYPE I
REVIEWS
_________________________________
PA-TREE-2021-00152
1675 Ashland Street

May 25, 2021
Columbia Care
Ashland
Proposal for Modification to the Planning Approval – Removal of Additional Tree
Submitted to:
Aaron Anderson
City of Ashland – Community Development
By:
Kencairn Landscape Architecture
Kerry KenCairn Landscape Architect
A neighbor to this previously approved project has brought to the attention of the team that one of the
trees slated for protection is causing damage to the foundation of their converted garage space. The
flare of the trunk if this tree is approximately two feet from the property line, and the building wall is
approximately on two foot off the property line in the other direction. The neighbor has stated that the
floor of their converted garage space has a large crack in the floor that has been progressively getting
worse the past few years, there are also problems with the primary access door that no longer operates
properly due to displacement of the wall, foundation and floor. There are many trees in this side yard
setback and I feel the removal of this tree will have very little impact on the tree canopy in this
neighborhood.

TYPE I
REVIEWS
_________________________________
PA-TREE-2021-00153
459 Willow Street

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Aaron Anderson
Regan Trapp; Liz Hamilton
April Lucas
FW: Tree removal request
Friday, May 21, 2021 8:03:55 AM

Good morning,
Please see below for an application for a tree removal
It appears that the application is a jpg that is embedded in the email.
Thank you!
Aaron Anderson, CFM
Associate Planner
City of Ashland, Community Development
51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520
541-552-2052, TTY - 800-735-2900 FAX - 541-552-2050
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland , and it is subject to Oregon Public Records Law for
disclosure and retention. If you have received this message in error, please contact me at (541) 552-2052. Thank you.

From: Eric Ring <ering@fpgdocs.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2021 10:44 PM

May 20, 2021
To: Ashland City Planning Division
We are requesting permission to remove a living pine on our newly acquired property for the following reasons.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

It is a potential hazard to the house on the adjacent property which we also own
It has been improperly cared for in the past and is unsightly with many dead branches
There are two other better situated and healthier live pines already on the property
It is in a location that would potentially be useful for development of a covered parking structure.
It has dead branches concerning for possible disease
It is near an area that would be better suited to a different type of tree that we would like to plant
It is a potentially combustible tree close to a wood fence

Kindly consider this request and allow us to remove this tree so that we can move forward with some intended
improvement to our property.
Thank you for your consideration,
Barbara and Eric Ring, for Willow Street Properties, LLC

Eric and Barbara Ring

Aaron Anderson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ering <ebhring@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 9:48 PM
Aaron Anderson; Eric and Barbie; Eric W Ring
459 Willow street Tree Removal Application

[EXTERNAL SENDER]

Aaron,
Here are a couple more pictures of the tree. I had an arborist take a look at it and he wasn’t sure that it qualified as a
hazard but certainly agreed with all of the reasons I’ve given for removing it and thought that those made a lot of sense.
He also reminded me of another reason I had left off my list. A few years ago we looked into solar panels on our roof
and we did qualify but that tree was right at the upper limit of acceptable. In the process we found out we would need
to replace a lot of our roof which put us over budget and since our roof was still a few years away from needing to be
replaced we decided to wait. We had hoped to be able to acquire the property and remove the tree before the next
attempt at solar. Success on step one! We are about 2 to 3 years away now from needing a new roof and plan to install
solar at that time. We will need to do something about the tree in order to do that.
Not sure if you can add that onto my previous email but if you can I would appreciate it. Thanks for your help.
Eric and Barbie

1

2

3

Cheers

4

STREET TREE
REMOVAL PERMITS
_________________________________
PA-TREE-2021-00154
87 Fourth Street

STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMIT

Planning Division
51 Winburn Way, Ashland OR 97520
541-488-5305 Fax 541-488-6006

A tree that is located in any public street right-of-way or other public property may not be removed until a Street Tree Removal Permit has been
submitted according to the Application Submission Requirements, below, and reviewed and approved by the City of Ashland.
An application for street tree removal must demonstrate that the tree is an emergency, hazard, or dead tree as outlined below in the Application
Submission Requirements.
Application Submission Requirements. An application for a street tree removal permit shall include all of the following information.
1.

Application Form and Fee. The application must include the information requested on the Street Tree Removal Permit form provided by
the City of Ashland and the permit application fee. Only those property owners of a lot adjoining the street tree location or homeowners’
associations responsible for street trees in their development or subdivision may apply to remove an adjoining street tree. If a tree is
located in front of more than one property, each property owner or homeowners’ association official must sign the Street Tree Removal
Permit form.

2.

Site Plan. A site plan of the property drawn to scale containing the following information. The scale of the site plan must be at least one
inch equals 50 feet or larger.
a. North arrow and scale.
b. Property boundaries including dimensions of all lot lines and driveway locations.
c. Location and width of all public streets, planting strips, and sidewalks adjoining the site.
d. Size, species, and location of the tree(s) proposed to be removed.

3.

Written Statement. A written statement explaining how the proposed street tree removal satisfies one of the following approval criteria.
The Community Development director may require additional information to demonstrate that the proposed removal satisfies one of the
following approval criteria including: 1) a written statement to be prepared by an arborist licensed by the State of Oregon Landscape
Contractors Board of Construction Contractors Board and certified by the International Society of Arboriculture or American Society of
Consulting Arborists; and 2) an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Basic Tree Risk Assessment Form to be completed by an
arborist.
Street Tree Removal Approval Criteria
a) Emergency Tree Removal. The tree presents an immediate danger of collapse and represents a clear and present hazard to persons
or property. Immediate danger of collapse is defined as a tree that may already be leaning, with the surrounding soil heaving, and/or
there is a significant likelihood that the tree will topple or otherwise fail and cause damage before a tree removal permit could be
obtained through the non-emergency process.
b)

Hazard Tree Removal. The tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or property) or a
foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. A hazard tree is a tree that is physically damaged to the degree that it is clear the tree is likely to
fall and injure persons or property. A hazard tree may also include a tree that is located within a public right-of-way and is causing
damage to existing public or private facilities or services and such facilities or services cannot be relocated.

c)

Dead Tree. The tree is dead. A dead tree is lifeless. Such evidence of lifelessness may include unseasonable lack of foliage, brittle
dry branches, or lack of any growth during the growing season.

Replacement and Stump Removal. Applicants for approved Street Tree Removal Permits are required to remove any stumps and replace the tree.
Stump removal and replacements for approved street tree removals shall meet the following requirements.
1.

Any street tree removed shall be removed at ground level or lower. If a tree is removed below ground level, the surface must be restored to
finish grade and any regrowth which occurs shall be promptly removed.

2.

All street trees shall be an appropriate species selected from and planted according to the City of Ashland Recommended Street Tree List.

3.

The minimum size for a replacement tree is eight feet in height or one inch in caliper measured at 12 inches above the root crown.

4.

Applicants for a Street Tree Removal Permit may be required to replace the tree or trees being removed with a tree or trees of comparable
value.

5.

If a street tree is determined to be dead or dying, then the replacement need be no larger than the minimize size described above.

Slow- growing evergreen bush/tree

Type of Tree(s) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Approximate Diameter at breast height _______________

#1 stump- 37" #2, 6' dead #3. 8 ' nearly dead

Height ________________________

Canopy _____________________________

Infront of 87 4th St, The Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist Felowship

Location of Tree ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The dead trees are unsightly and the congregation would like them removed and replaced
Reason for Request _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No

Are there underground utility lines and/or overhead power lines present? ___________________________________________________________
If yes, please list which lines are present _____________________________________________________________________________________

No

Is there sidewalk damage? _______________

If yes, has a Public Works permit been issued? ____________
OVER 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

87 Fourth St., Ashland, OR 97520
Street Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
attached

Assessor’s Map No. 39 1E ________________________________________________ Tax Lot(s) ______________________________________
Zoning _____________________________________________
PROPERTY OWNER

Rogue Valley UU Fellowship
Name ________________________________________

Comp Plan Designation ___________________________________________

541-482-4755

Dawn- admin. assit. RVUUF.org
E-Mail _________________________________

Ashland

Zip _______________________________

541-482-8249

E-Mail _________________________________

Ashland

Zip _______________________________

Phone ______________________

87 Fourth St.

Address _________________________________________________

Jan Waitt, Building Co-Chair

Name ________________________________________

City __________________

Phone ______________________

147 Manzanita St.

Address _________________________________________________

97520

rjwaitt@opendoor.com

City __________________

97520

PROFESSIONAL PERFORMING THE TREE REMOVAL (e.g., tree service)

Have not contracted yet
Name ________________________________________

Phone ______________________

Address _________________________________________________

E-Mail _________________________________

City __________________

Zip _______________________________

ARBORIST, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, OTHER

Dead trees- NA
Title _____________________Name
________________________________ Phone ___________________ E-Mail ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________ City _________________________ Zip _______________
Title _____________________Name ________________________________ Phone ___________________ E-Mail ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________ City _________________________ Zip _______________

As owner of the property involved in this request, I have read and understood the complete application and its consequences to me as a property owner. I hereby
certify that the statements and information contained in this application are in all respects, true and correct. I further understand that if this request is subsequently
contested, the burden will be on me to establish:
1) that I produced sufficient factual evidence to support this request;
2) that the information contained in this application are adequate; and further
3) that all trees, structures, or improvements are properly located on the ground.

____________________________________________________
Property Owner’s Signature (required)

May 27, 2021
__________________________________
Date

STAFF DECISION:

Permit is hereby (circle one):

Approved

Approved with Conditions

Denied

Conditions of Approval ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is the tree 18” d.b.h or greater?

Ƒ NO Ƒ YES

Has the City 0DQDJHU has been notified:

Ƒ NO Ƒ YES

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________

Community Development Director/Planning Manager Signature

Date
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ronald Waitt
planning
Dead tree removal permit
Thursday, May 27, 2021 8:02:23 PM
Street_Tree_Removal_Permit_Revised_2021.pdf

[EXTERNAL SENDER]
Planning Commission, I am Jan Waitt representing the Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship 87 Fourth St., Ashland as Co-chair of the Building and Grounds Committee. We are
attempting to remove three dead tree/bushes in the street strip in front of our building.
For fee payment, please call Jan Waitt at 541-482-8249 and I will pay by credit card. Thank you for
your attention, Jan

