
Note:  Anyone wishing to speak at any Planning Commission meeting is encouraged to do so.  If you wish to speak, 
please rise and, after you have been recognized by the Chair, give your name and complete address for the record.  
You will then be allowed to speak.  Please note that the public testimony may be limited by the Chair and normally is 
not allowed after the Public Hearing is closed. 

 

  
  
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 
ADA Title 1).   
 

ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 14, 2009 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:   7:00 PM, Civic Center Council Chambers, 1175 E. Main Street 
 
 
II. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
III. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of Minutes 
1.   May 12, 2009 Planning Commission Minutes 
2.   May 26, 2009 Study Session Minutes 
3.   June 23, 2009 Study Session Minutes 

 
 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 
V. TYPE II PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. PLANNING ACTION:  #2009-00551 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  426 A Street 
APPLICANT:  Louis Plummer & Sidney Brown 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Site Review approval to construct a 3,992 square foot two-story mixed 
use building for the property located at 426 A Street.  Also included are requests for a Mixed Use 
Parking Credit, a Variance to the parking requirements, an Exception to Street Standards, and a Tree 
Removal Permit to remove five trees. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION:  Employment; ZONING: E-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP #: 39 
1E 09 AB; TAX LOT: 6507 

 
 
VI. TYPE III PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. PLANNING ACTIONS:  #2009-00817 
APPLICANT:  Southern Oregon University 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for adoption of the Southern Oregon University Campus Master Plan 
2010-2020 as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  (This plan replaces the previously approved 
2000-2010 Campus Master Plan.)   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION:  Southern Oregon University; ZONING: S-O 

 
 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Election of Officers 
 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

MAY 12, 2009 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Michael Dawkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Civic Center Council Chambers, 1175 East Main Street.  
 

Commissioners Present:  Staff Present: 
Michael Dawkins, Chair 
Larry Blake 
Tom Dimitre 
Dave Dotterrer 
Pam Marsh 
Debbie Miller  
Melanie Mindlin 

 Bill Molnar, Community Development Director 
Maria Harris, Planning Manager 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant 

   
Absent Members:  Council Liaison: 
Mike Morris   Eric Navickas, absent 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Community Development Director Bill Molnar noted Kimberly A. Gray would be speaking on sustainability and the “Modern 
American City” on Thursday, May 14 at the SOU Stevenson Union at 7:30 p.m. He also commented on the Sign Code Guide 
that was distributed to the commissioners at the beginning of the meeting and explained Planning Division staff is working to 
inform local merchants of recent changes to the City’s sign code and are helping them to come into compliance. He added the 
right of way portion of the Downtown Task Force recommendations is still working its way through the City Council and is 
scheduled to be reviewed at the June 16, 2009 Council meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Minutes  

1. April 14, 2009 Planning Commission Meeting 
B. Approval of Findings for PA #2009-00314, 500 Strawberry Lane 
 
Commissioners Marsh/Dotterrer m/s to approve the Findings for Planning Action #2009-00314. Voice Vote: all AYES. 
Motion passed. 
 
Commissioners Dotterrer/Dimitre m/s to approve the April 14, 2009 Planning Commission minutes. Voice Vote: all 
AYES. Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No one came forward to speak. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Croman Mill Redevelopment Plan 
Planning Manager Maria Harris noted the site visit to the Croman Mills site that was conducted by the Planning Commission 
on April 28, 2009 and explained staff has taken the Draft Plan and have started working on the actual plan maps. She 
explained they have begun to identify areas, specifically in the proposed street and land use networks, which will likely need to 
be refined in order to conform to the topography of the site.  
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Staff presented a digital elevation model and commented on some of the grade issues in relation to the street framework. 
Senior Planner Brandon Goldman stated the map illustrates well some of the difficulties that would exist with locating the 
streets as proposed in the Draft Plan. He explained significant issues exist at the riparian area located at the south end of the 
property. He stated as proposed, a number of crossings would be required, and he also commented on the additional grade 
issues on this section of the property. Mr. Goldman commented on the area at the north east of the property and stated there 
are some steep grade changes here as well that will affect the streets as proposed.   
 
Community Development Director Bill Molnar commented on the possibility of a residential overlay and explained a mixed use 
building design may be more compatible with the topography in these areas and with the adjacent uses that currently exist. 
Mr. Molnar also noted the railroad spur identified in the Draft Plan and suggested the Commission consider moving the light 
industrial area closer to the existing railroad. He clarified in order to create the connection with the railroad, staff is suggesting 
more of a north-south configuration of the industrial and office employment lands, rather than the east-west layout that was 
proposed in the Draft Plan.   
 
Comment was made noting the amount of fill on the portion of land to be used by Plexis and it was questioned if this material 
would need to be removed prior to construction. Mr. Molnar explained the property owner and Plexis have reviewed this issue 
and have looked into engineering a building at the southern portion of the lot on the fill. He stated they could engineer a 
building to structurally deal with the fill issues; however Plexis has also indicated the desire for an outdoor campus for their 
employees. Mr. Molnar stated the Plexis development would likely need to be completed in phases, and the first phase would 
be to construct a building at the southerly end, which might require removing some fill, and then deal with the northern portion 
of the lot which houses the more significant fill issues.  
 
The Commission continued their discussion on the land use framework and shared their preferences as to where the office 
space and light industrial areas should be located.  
 
Mr. Molnar commented briefly on the 5-acre portion of land at the south end of the property. He explained this area has a 
Comprehensive Plan designation of E-1, but the land is currently occupied by a trailer park. He stated the Plan does include 
addressing the long term goals for this area since it is located within the City’s urban growth area; however there have been 
no discussions with the property owner to annex this land at this point. Mr. Molnar clarified this portion of property is controlled 
by the same property owners as the Croman Mill site.  
 
Mr. Molnar noted that even after the final plan is approved, there may be instances where the plan needs to be adjusted 
slightly. He commented that once work begins you often find out things about a property that are unexpected and 
amendments to the concept plan may be needed. He explained any major amendments, such as removing a planned road or 
changing the land use designation, would need to come back to the Planning Commission for approval. While minor 
amendments, such as the adjustment of a street or circulation pattern of no more than 50 ft could be approved through 
internal department review. 
 
Gerry Powell/Addressed the Commission and voiced his support for a residential overlay on the west side of the Croman 
property near Hamilton Creek.  
 
Aaron Benjamin/Asked the Commission to consider including workforce housing units to service the new jobs that will be 
created on the Croman site. He stated this area is going to become an important micro-neighborhood of the City and asked 
that the Commission take into consideration the housing, transportation, retail, shopping facilities, and educational facilities 
that will be needed to service this area.    
 
Mr. Molnar announced the next step in this process is for staff to take the items discussed tonight and bring back options for 
the Commission to consider at their May 26, 2009 Study Session. He noted there is continuing interested in the community 
regarding this project and staff and Mayor Stromberg have discussed putting an advisory committee together to bring a 
different perspective to the planning process. He stated the advisory commission would be comprised of representatives from 
the various City commissions, and well as representatives from the neighborhood, Southern Oregon University, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the City Council.  
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Commissioner Marsh asked if there would be a neighborhood meeting included in this process and commented on the 
importance of making sure the adjacent neighborhood is aware and involved in this process. Commissioner Miller added the 
residents of the trailer park will also be impacted by the development of the Croman property and should be included in any 
outreach efforts.  
 
The Commissioners issued their final comments on the overall Plan. Mindlin asked if the 5-acre piece at the south end of the 
property could be preserved as a farm, or possibly zoned as a park or community garden. She also expressed concern that 
the Croman Plan did not fit into an economic development plan. Dawkins questioned if the Croman site is the best location for 
high density employment and felt in general, office oriented development should be centered toward downtown. Miller 
suggested they focus on economic health, not economic growth. Comment was made that the general concept of this Plan 
has already been determined and approved by the City Council. Mr. Molnar agreed and stated the Commission has some 
flexibility and can make minor adjustments to the Plan, but any major revisions will likely need to be approved by the City 
Council. Suggestion was made for staff to let the Commission know the major areas of discretion that are on the table.  
 
B. Planning Commission Annual Retreat 
Mr. Molnar noted the Commission’s annual retreat is typically held in late May, early June and asked the Commission to select 
a date. Marsh questioned what would be on the retreat agenda and Mr. Molnar clarified this is their retreat and they can set 
the agenda. The Commission briefly discussed their schedules and preferences and it was decided the Commission would 
delay the annual retreat for a few months. The Commission determined it would be beneficial to wait until the Council has 
adopted their annual goals, the results of the City’s transportation grant application have been provided, and the ninth member 
of the Planning Commission has been appointed. Suggested topics for discussion at the retreat included commissioner 
communication with the City Council and a discussion on what a sustainable city looks like.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant  
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

STUDY SESSION 
MINUTES 

MAY 26, 2009 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Michael Dawkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Civic Center Council Chambers, 1175 East Main Street. 
 

Planning Commissioners Present:  Staff Present: 
Larry Blake  
Michael Dawkins 
David Dotterrer 
Pam Marsh 
Debbie Miller 
Melanie Mindlin 
Mike Morris 

 Bill Molnar, Community Development Director 
Maria Harris, Planning Manager 
Brandon Goldman, Senior Planner 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant 

   
Absent Members:  Council Liaison: 
Tom Dimitre  Eric Navickas 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Community Development Director Bill Molnar noted that two Open Houses on the 1-5 Bridge Redesign project have been 
scheduled for May 28, 2009. He stated the meeting information has been posted on the City’s website and the Oregon 
Department of Transportation will be leading the events. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
A. SOU Pedestrian Mapping Project 
SOU Professor Pat Acklin explained she had previously met with City staff to develop a student project which would 
encourage people to walk by providing information on how far pedestrians have to travel to get to key locations within the City 
of Ashland. Ms. Acklin explained that tonight she is joined by the students from her class to present the information they have 
gathered.  
 
Students Matt Warnke, Alex Mattick, David Maynard, Serena Rittenhouse-Barry, Treasa Cordero, Helena Peterson, Chris 
Austin and Danny Fry  addressed the Commission and provided their presentation titled “Encouraging Pedestrians: A Walking 
Distance Table of Ashland Destinations.” The students presented a brief summary of their mission and the methods used to 
determine the points of interest and intersections identified in the Walking Distance Table. They explained GPS tracking 
systems, pedometers, Google Earth and Google Maps were used to gather the information and noted some of the issues that 
might affect the measurements include route choice, elevation changes, and physical abilities.  
 
The students presented the Walking Distance Table and issued the following recommendations to the Planning Commission: 
 

1) Increase the number of water fountains, benches and shade trees. 
2) Publish the Walking Distance Table on maps of bus routes, bicycle routes, and parks. 
3) Post the Walking Distance Table on the City’s website, the OSF website and the Chamber of Commerce 

website.  
4) Make the Table available in hotels, motels, and as table tents in restaurants. 
5) Post the Table at bus stops. 
6) Continue to establish nodes of commercial development to serve dispersed neighborhoods. 
7) Consider adding van routes connecting to bus lines to increase the use of buses.  
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The Commission questioned if walking times could be included in the table. It was also suggested that the distance between 
bus stops be incorporated as well as putting the information into a map format.   
 
Professor Acklin and the SOU students were thanked for the work they did. Ms. Acklin noted the Distance Table was 
produced for the City and they are free to edit and distribute it as they see fit. 
 
B. Planning for Public Health – Staff Presentations 
Senior Planner Brandon Goldman gave a presentation on the connection between land use planning and public health. Mr. 
Goldman provided several statistics on U.S. public health, including: 

• 30% of U.S. adults are obese, 65% of Americans weigh more than is healthful, and one in five children and 
one in three teens are overweight or at risk of becoming overweight.  

• Asthma affects 15 million Americans; 5 million of those are children. The number of asthma cases has more 
than doubled since 1990. Mr. Goldman noted a recent study which indicates that tree lined streets may be 
healthier for children’s lungs than streets without trees.  

• Between 1994 and 2004 the prevalence of diabetes increased more than 50%, and one of every ten health 
care dollars spent in the U.S. goes towards diabetes and its complications.  

• The leading cause of death for women and men in the U.S. is heart disease. In 2003, 685,089 people died 
of heart disease, accounting for 26% of all U.S. deaths.  

 
Mr. Goldman explained one of the strategies to combat these health issues is through land use planning. He commented on 
addressing environmental conditions, providing recreational opportunities, access to quality local food, and access to health 
care. He indicated they have the ability to influence individual health behaviors by planning for neighborhood walkability, 
planning complete streets for multi-modal transportation, providing neighborhood parks, providing affordable housing and 
healthy homes. Mr. Goldman commented on neighborhood connectivity and the benefits of a “traditional” neighborhood 
pattern (gridded street system). He explained that complete streets reduce injuries and residents are 65% more likely to walk 
in a neighborhood if it has sidewalks. He added in Portland, Oregon, a complete streets approach resulted in a 74% increase 
in bicycle commuting from 1990 to 2000. Mr. Goldman also commented the amount of population that does not drive and how 
reducing vehicle traveling speeds can have a significant impact on pedestrian fatalities.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Croman Mill Site Redevelopment Plan – Land Use & Street Framework Refinements 
Mr. Molnar provided a brief introduction and emphasized that while this plan will layout the conceptual ideas, as the area 
builds out they will need to factor in a degree of flexibility. He added the final ordinance will likely allow minor component shifts 
to be done administratively; however major changes to the plan will trigger a land use action and will come back to the 
Planning Commission and/or City Council. 
 
Planning Manager Maria Harris began her presentation by providing a recap of the process to date. She explained in 2006 the 
City received a grant to do an Economic Opportunities Analysis (EOA), which is a required analysis that addresses Statewide 
Planning Goal 9. Ms. Harris stated the EOA requires the City to make employment projections for at least the next 20 years 
and identify the acreage needed to accomplish that projection. She stated the City’s EOA was completed in April 2007 and it 
identified the Croman Mill site as an important resource to meet the City’s future employment needs. Ms. Harris stated in 
December 2007 the City received a TGM grant to complete the draft master plan for the Croman site and she provided an 
overview of the 12 month public process that took place throughout 2008. In December of 2008, Ms. Harris stated the City 
received the Draft Master Plan from the consultants.  
 
Ms. Harris noted that during the public workshops, issues and concerns expressed by the community were incorporated into 
guiding principles that are included in the plan. In addition, several options were presented and voted on by the community 
until a refined hybrid option was finally selected. Ms Harris stated the preferred option identified both light industrial and office 
space to be included on the Croman site, as well as a neighborhood center. Ms. Harris stated they are now in Phase II, which 
is developing the package of Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Code amendments that will implement the draft plan.  
 
Mr. Harris provided two plans that identify the original layout of land uses and the proposed revisions by staff. She explained 
the original layout in the draft plan has an east-west configuration, while the proposed plan adjusts the land uses to a north-
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south layout and converts a couple of areas to a mixed-use designation. Senior Planner Brandon Goldman provided a further 
explanation of the potential redistribution of land uses. He commented on the potential to include mixed-use areas next to 
Hamilton Creek and the existing residential areas and noted this modification would include a slight increase of open space 
area. Mr. Goldman also provided a chart which outlined the proposed acreage by land use.  
 
Mr. Goldman explained that a revised street framework plan has also been proposed to address grade, physical constraints, 
and rail access issues. He provided images of the possible framework and indicated where the adjustments are proposed.  
 
Ms. Harris concluded the presentation by reviewing the Land Use Outline included in the Commission’s packet materials. She 
asked if the commissioners had any questions or comments and asked for their feedback on the elements reviewed in 
tonight’s presentation.  
 
Commissioner Dotterrer questioned if the adjustments proposed by staff would be acceptable to the Council. Council Liaison 
Eric Navickas voiced his support for what has been put forward and stated these are the types of revisions the Council was 
looking for. Several commissioners echoed Navickas’ statement and voiced their support for the adjustments proposed by 
staff. Commissioner Mindlin shared her comments on preserving the railroad spur and asked about sustainability issues and 
received clarification regarding at what level these could be incorporated into the plan. Several other commissioners also 
voiced their preference to maintain access to the railroad spur. Comment was made questioning if the industrial traffic would 
be kept separate from the other traffic. Staff clarified a truck route that could be added if they didn’t want these vehicles to use 
the main boulevard; however it was noted the central boulevard has been planned to accommodate the industrial traffic. 
Comment was made questioning the feasibility of ODOT vacating their property. Mr. Molnar clarified ODOT has shown 
interest in possibly moving their location; the issue is finding a suitable replacement. He added ODOT has indicated that long 
term their current location may not be the best option. Commissioner Mindlin expressed concern about certain types of 
industrial uses that are being precluded, specifically sorting yards. She asked that if this is not allowed at the Croman site that 
the City make sure there is a place in town that allows for this.  
 
Mr. Molnar thanked the commissioners for their input and stated if they have any other concerns or comments to contact staff.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant  
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

STUDY SESSION 
MINUTES 

JUNE 23, 2009 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Michael Dawkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Civic Center Council Chambers, 1175 East Main Street. 
 

Planning Commissioners Present:  Staff Present: 
Larry Blake  
Michael Dawkins 
Tom Dimitre 
David Dotterrer 
Pam Marsh 
Debbie Miller 
Melanie Mindlin 
Mike Morris  

 Bill Molnar, Community Development Director 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant 

   
Absent Members:  Council Liaison: 
None  Eric Navickas 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
A. Ashland Transportation System Plan (TSP) – Discussion of Grant proposal, Project Scope and Tentative 

Timeline 
Community Development Director Bill Molnar provided a brief introduction on transportation planning and Oregon’s land use 
system. He commented on State Planning Goal #12, which is the state’s transportation goal, and stated the objective of this 
goal is to create a pattern of travel and land use that will avoid the air pollution and traffic movability problems faced by other 
areas of the country, avoid principle reliance upon any one mode of transportation by providing increased transportation 
choices, evaluate land use designations and densities to support transit lines, and increase shopping areas with convenient 
walking and cycling distance of residential areas. Mr. Molnar also commented on the Transportation Element of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and explained this document is an expression of the community’s values towards transportation; 
however it is still required to be consistent with the overall State goal. Lastly, he explained the City has a Transportation 
System Plan (TSP), which is a component of the Comprehensive Plan. This document takes the vision that is contained in the 
Comprehensive Plan and states what actions need to be taken to implement the community vision. Mr. Molnar stated the TSP 
was adopted in 1998 and states that the underlying concept of Ashland’s Transportation Element is modal equity (equal 
consideration of all travel modes); and through this modal equity concept, the City recognizes the need for a well designed, 
integrated, and convenient network of pedestrian, bicycle, public transit, and automobile systems in order to realize their 
vision.  
 
Mr. Molnar explained that the City’s Public Works Department has applied for a grant to update the City’s TSP, and he 
commented on the three key nodes that the City would evaluate as part of this project. Mr. Molnar concluded by stating the 
TSP update will ultimately coordinate what the Planning Commission is doing with land use with what the Transportation 
Commission is doing in terms of evaluating the citywide transportation system and brings them together to make a stronger 
system for the entire community.  
 
Public Works Director Mike Faught and Transportation Commission Chair Colin Swales came forward to address the 
Commission. Mr. Faught noted the importance as they move forward with the TSP update that they receive input from the 
Planning Commission about the needs in Ashland in terms of transportation and as they relate to the land use process.  
 
Mr. Faught commented on the grant application and noted several of the key objectives, including:  
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• Improve quality of life and support economic prosperity; 
• Safe and efficient multi-modal networks based on existing and forecasted land use;  
• Increase bicycle and pedestrian trips;  
• Create a “green” template for other communities;  
• Develop mixed land use activity centers with a multi-modal focus;  
• Develop transit corridors using land use and transportation measures to support the public transportation 

system;  
• Update the Street Design Standards to provide more options for enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities;  
• Plan for further safety and operational improvements such as bicycle and pedestrian lighting, bicycle 

boulevards and separated bike lanes. 
 

Mr. Faught commented on the plan update process and stated they will need to work closely and in concert with the Planning 
Commission in order to have a plan that works well for Ashland. He explained the adoption of the Transportation System Plan 
update is a land use process and will come before the Planning Commission for a public hearing and then onto the City 
Council for final adoption.  
 
Transportation Chair Colin Swales explained the Transportation Commission is mainly comprised of people who spent time on 
the Traffic Safety and Bicycle and Pedestrian Commissions. He stated they are all well equipped to deal with the task at hand; 
however there are many projects coming forward including the Croman Master Plan, the SOU Master Plan, and the 
development of the railroad property, and it would be best if they can consult with the Planning Commission as these move 
forward.   
 
Comment was made questioning how the improvements in the TSP would be funded. Mr. Faught explained the final plan will 
include funding options; some will be paid for through SDCs, while others will have to be incorporated into the City’s Capital 
Improvement Plan. He added some of the projects may qualify for regional and state funding options, and the City will pursue 
these as they become available.  
 
Comment was made questioning how the City would go about creating the transportation vision. Mr. Faught explained the City 
will issue a very specific RFP for the consultant that will assist with this project. He stated the selected consultant will have to 
be open to other modes of transportation that would work well in Ashland and be able to take the input from the community 
and incorporate it into the plan. He added the Transportation Commission will also have a major role in making sure the plan 
meets Ashland’s needs.  
 
Mr. Faught clarified the Transportation Commission and the Planning Commission will need to work together and it will be 
important for the Planning Commission to express any zone changes or large development plans they are considering so that 
the Transportation Commission can appropriately plan for the transportation needs. Mr. Molnar added this is going to be a 
back and forth process and noted a Joint Meeting between the two commissions has been scheduled for August 25, 2009. 
 
B. History of Resource Efficiency in Ashland 
Electric Director Dick Wanderscheid provided a presentation titled “Energy efficiency, renewables, and sustainability: a 25 
year history of resource efficiency in Ashland.” Highlights from the presentation included: 
 

• Ashland is the fourth oldest municipal utility in Oregon and has been in existence since 1909. 
• The City of Ashland has operated an electric efficiency program since 1982, a water efficiency program since 1992, 

and renewables since 1996. 
• In the last 25 years, per capita electric consumption has gone down and Ashland currently has one of the lowest 

consumption rates in the state. 
• Water use in Ashland has also been reduced approximately 28 gallons per person, per day, since 2000. 
• Ashland adopted one of the first Solar Access ordinances in the U.S. in 1982. That same year the City also adopted 

a performance development ordinance that included density bonuses for energy efficient housing and began offering 
a series of comprehensive energy efficiency programs in conjunction with BPA.  
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• Between 1982 and 2006, Ashland has invested approximately $16.1 million in energy efficiency, conservation and 
renewables.  

• In 1990, the City turned to water use efficiency programs as a means to increase our water supply. These efforts 
have been successful and the City has been able to save 500,000 gallons per day during the summer months. In 
1998 the Council adopted a new goal of saving 1.5 million gallons per day by 2050. 

• In 1986, the City began offering the Super Good Cents program, and in 2004 that program was replaced with Earth 
Advantage, which is a sustainable new home program that addresses all facets of green building.  

• The City has utilized density bonuses since 1982. Currently the City offers a 15% increase in density if all the homes 
are built to the Earth Advantage standards.  

• The City adopted the Valdez Principles in 1990, and every year staff updates the Council on all the things the City 
has done to support those principles.  

• The City purchases 1aMW (5% of load) of green wholesale power (wind) from BPA each year.  
• In 2004, the City and BPA won the “Innovative Application of Technology Award” for the Power Shift program. 

 
Mr. Wanderscheid concluded his presentation by speaking on what the future may hold. He noted the Governor’s 2009 
legislative plan and spoke on climate change, carbon reporting, and plug in electric vehicles. Mr. Wanderscheid explained the 
City’s new 20 year contract with BPA that contains tiered wholesale rates that will require Ashland to meet its load growth at 
higher wholesale prices than it has under the current contract. He stated these new rates will take effect in October 2011 and 
will impact the cost effectiveness of energy efficiency programs in the City.   
 
Mr. Wanderscheid further explained the impacts electric vehicles will have on the City’s electric utility. He stated as plug-in 
hybrids and other electric vehicles become available the City will need a carefully thought out plan to address this issue. He 
added it would make sense for the City to consider a smart grid, telecom and SCADA application to ensure that charging of 
vehicles occurs at off peak times.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
A. September Planning Commission Meetings 
Mr. Molnar announced the City Council has adjusted their meeting schedule in September and as a result the Planning 
Commission will not have access to the Council Chambers on their normal meeting dates. He suggested two options are to 
either shift the Planning Commission meeting dates to the first and third Tuesday in September, or shift the regular meeting to 
the first Tuesday and hold the Study Session on its regular date in the Siskiyou Room of the Community Development Bld. 
Staff was directed to send an email to the commissioners to gather their preferences.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant  
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