
Notes from Feb. 6, 2018  

Conservation Commission Renewable Energy Subcommittee 

Meeting 

 

Present: 

 James McGinnis 

 Cara Cruickshank 

 Huelz  

 Dave Helmik 

 Louise Shawkat 

 

Agenda 
Review 10x20 initiative and next steps 

 Dave- Dave and Tom met with mayor and Slattery…objective to see the 2-3 step process now…they are steering it in an attempt to get staff 

to produce the RFP and have clear direction an what they’re doing. 

 Allow Council to give staff the right directions for getting the RFP done 

 James-Pacific Power, Ashland electric and then SOLAR 

 Is excess power an issue from solar? If we had batteries for peak energy time, then we’re using solar optimally, and not going into tier 2 or 

tier 3 yet.  

 We are at that line between tier one and two now 

 Solar farm would come in directly to the City- 

 10% might be too much for one sub-station- 10% will never generate peak power that we cant utilize, so we can shut off Bonneville if need 

be. 

 City needs to build a spreadsheet model of 25-30 years, so we don’t keep arguing about this anymore. 

 City Council just needs to ask city staff to go away and develop a PLAN 

 James- we should recommend to the Conservation Commission that we participate in a support role, towards the development of a subset of 

that electric plan, and that we press city council to direct City staff to get a plan going 

 Plan itself needs to happen to become part of the directive… 

 There’s only 23 months left to begin! 

 We’re supposed to have a shovel in the ground by the end of 2020, so we need plan and implementation of the plan in process NOW. 

 Preparation of an RFP, issuance of that, then an approval….then design phase….7 months from the date the RFP is released 

 City approval could take 4 months and permits…see Timeline BELOW 

 



 From 10x20 ordinance (3134) 

SECTION 1. The City of Ashland shall cause at least 10 percent of the electricity used in the City to be produced from new, local and clean 

resources from and after the year 2020.  

SECTION 2. The City of Ashland shall enact such ordinances and resolutions, and appropriate such funds and take necessary actions as are 

necessary to implement the requirements of Section 1 above. 
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General Notes: 
 Time Line:  

 9 months total? 12 months? 9 +3 +12=15 months, = 23-35 months Total: 

 

 Steps: 
 Planning public involvement, development of alternatives 

 Get the 10x20 Plan written- 

 CC action- Get Conservation Commission to help 

 Permits and directions for RFP- needs negotiation 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 RFP-60 days       9 months for these steps 

 Issuance- 3 months 

 Receipt and consideration- 4 months 

 Contract for initiative needs to be complete by sometime in 2020 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 Before or by December 2020- Shovel should be in the ground! 
 



 We (this committee) will present these ideas to the Conservation Commission to Council for a study session on 10x20, that needs to be more 

interactive;  a real dialogue with them. 
 

 

 CEAP and our committee roles…tying these together…a lesson learned in how do we get to 2050….the 10x20 is already behind the 8% 

yearly cut in energy use 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 DAVE-electric vehicle infrastructure-  promising to produce battery cars in a few years…so how ill they be dealt with? We need more 
power stations…impacts associated with this 

 Issue—pad mounted transformers…2 Teslas alone will blow those transformers!  

 Someone needs to be paying attention to this…. 

 Chamber of commerce should get on board with this…tourists need to charge their cars. 
 

 

___End of notes from Feb. 6th meeting________________________________________________________  

 
Interesting Notes from 9 years ago from a July 2009 Conservation Commission Renewable Energy Subcommittee Meeting:  

Energy Focus 

Group Minutes  7  21  09[1].doc
 

 

Two noteworthy things discussed:    
…As more electric cars come on line, this may increase our current load by 25%.  It is unknown what immediate impact there may be:  may take 

a long time, perhaps 10 years as people slowly replace their cars with plug-ins, or more dramatically increase demands over the next 5 years...   
 
…Jim McGinnis asked how B.P.A. might respond to a large solar farm (Funded by a 3rd party) being placed on the 800 acres the city owns on the 

other side of the freeway.  Larry felt that they would not penalize us with higher energy prices since B.P.A. has done much to promote solar in 

Ashland.  One benefit of having such a solar farm is that we would not have to pay Pacific Power for use of transmission lines to bring the power 

to us...  

 
…Larry felt the future conservation push may need to be directed towards “non-owner-occupied” buildings.  This often includes restaurants.  In 

such situations, the tenant has little incentive to invest in conservation measures that take 3 years to pay for themselves...   

  


