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Council Business Meeting 
April 17, 2017 

Title: Approval of CLG Grant 

From: Fotini Kaufman 
Assistant Planner, Community 
Development Department 

 fotini.kaufman@ashland.or.us 
 

 

Summary: 

The Planning Division asks the City Council to approve signature of the Grant Agreement for a 

Certified Local Government (CLG) grant of $12,500 from the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO). The bulk of the grant is to hire a consultant to assist with the revision of the demolition 

ordinance in Ashland Municipal Code 15.04.210 – 15.04.216. A smaller portion is for Historic 

Preservation Month activities and to allow a Historic Commissioner’s attendance at the Oregon 

Heritage Conference in Bend.  

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the Council approve the acceptance of the 2018 CLG Grant.  

 

Resource Requirements: 

Staff time is required to work with the consultant in developing the draft ordinance revisions and 

to administer the grant.  

 

Policies, Plans and Goals Supported: 

Ashland Municipal Code 15.04.210 - Demolition Ordinance 

Ashland Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 1 Ashland, A Historical Overview, Goal 1.30 

Ashland Climate and Energy Action Plan, Strategy CM-3-3 

 

Background and Additional Information: 

The City’s administrative policy requires the Council to authorize acceptance of a grant $10,000 

or more. The City of Ashland has been awarded a grant from the State Historic Preservation 

Office for $12,500. The bulk of the money ($11,640) will be used to hire a professional 

consultant to assist with revising the demolition ordinance.  

 

The objective is to revise the demolition and relocation standards to be more clear and objective, 

consistent with State of Oregon building code terminology and to better address designated 

historic properties. The final deliverable would be a revised demolition ordinance that is ready 

for the formal adoption process. The grant will be matched by staff time and Historic 

Commissioner volunteer time.  

 

The demolition ordinance was updated in 2000 and focuses on sustainability and keeping 

building materials out of waste stream. The current demolition and relocation standards lack 

specificity. As a result, the demolition permit process has proven confusing to applicants and is 
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difficult to administer. In addition, the preservation of historic structures is not directly addressed 

by the demolition permit process.   

 

When the ordinance was updated in 2000, concerns about owner consent to designate or opt out 

of the historic district prevented the full incorporation of designated historic resources in the 

demolition ordinance. However, a recent court case and subsequent Statewide Planning Goal 5 

rule changes provide clarification about and limits to opting out of a historic district. As a result, 

cities and counties now have the option of incorporating preservation of historic resources into 

local demolition ordinances.  

 

Ashland has four historic districts that were listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

between 1999 and 2002.  There are over 1700 properties in the district including nearly 900 

significant historic resources.  

 

The CLG program is designed to promote historic preservation at the local level.  It is a federal 

program of the National Park Service that is administered by the Oregon State Historic 

Preservation Office.  Local governments must meet certain qualifications to become "certified" 

and thereby qualify to receive matching grants from Oregon State Historic Preservation Office.  

The City of Ashland is a Certified Local Government.     

 

Attachments: 

1) 2018 CLG Grant Agreement 
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