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You may have heard that beginning on January 1st, 2020, food and beverage providers in 

Oregon will be prohibited from providing single-use straws to any customer unless the 
customer has specifically requested one. This bill resulted in part due to the widely shared 2015 
video showing a sea turtle in distress as scientists remove a plastic straw stuck up its nose. The 
video led to worldwide public outcry and moved cities and big companies to eliminate their use 
of straws. The goal of Senate Bill 90 is to get us one step closer in our statewide effort to cut 
down single-use waste in Oregon.  
 Through their participation in the City’s voluntary Straws on Demand Pilot Program, 
local eateries have already embraced the decision to only provide straws when requested. 
Some of these businesses include: Louie’s, Greenleaf, The Standing Stone, SOU Dining, Falafel 
Republic, Sesame, and the Ashland Food Coop. 

While the elimination of straws may seem like a minuscule step toward reducing the 
world’s abundance of plastic waste, the National Park Service estimates that Americans use 500 
million plastic straws each day, which is enough to fill 125 school buses full of them. Ultimately 
what’s most important is that we start somewhere, with the eventual goal being to eliminate 
our needless dependence on all single-use waste.  

Few people realize that straws are among the top ten items found during beach clean 
ups and that they can harm seabirds, turtles and marine creatures. Straws are found on ocean 
beaches usually because they are either left in coastal communities and seaside resorts around 
the globe, littered, or blown out of trash cans, transport boats, or vehicles. While some city’s 
waste management infrastructure is sound (like Ashland, for instance), not all communities 
have the same level of accountability.  

When plastic does make it into the ocean it breaks down into smaller and smaller 
pieces known as microplastics rather than biodegrading or dissolving, which poses great threats 
to marine life including fish. The World Economic Forum projected that by 2050, 99% of all sea 
bird species will have ingested plastic. Research has also shown plastic in sea salt, 94% of U.S. 
tap water, and shellfish. Scientists at the UGA New Materials Institute conducted a new study 
which discovered microplastics particles smaller than dust or powdered sugar inside baby sea 
turtles. Of the turtle studies in this research, 100% were found to have eaten plastic. These 
baby sea turtles were likely dying due to ingested plastic pollution, which threatens the species’ 
survival. 

For people with disabilities, straws are essential and should always be available; ideally 
in the reusable form. But for most of the public, straws are a convenience. Although many of us 
have become accustomed to using straws, cutting them from our lives won’t likely require any 
extreme changes. Let’s commit to reducing our plastic waste by skipping straws altogether, or 
taking advantage of reusable straw options, and by supporting the businesses striving to be in 
accordance with newly passed Senate Bill 90. For more information on Senate Bill 90, visit this 
weblink -  https://static.votesmart.org/static/billtext/66891.pdf. 
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