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Date of Notice ‘ Name of City or Cities I Date of Election
03/17/2020 City of Ashland May 19, 2020

Final Ballot Title The foltowing is the finat ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the city's voters. The batlot title notice has been
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed.

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure.

General obligation bond authorization for three City capital construction projects.

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure.

Shali City issue $8.2 million in general obligation bonds to finance City Hall, Pioneer Hall, and Community Center capital projects?

if the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are not subject to the limits of sections 11 and
11b, Article Xi of the Oregon Canstitution.

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect.

This measure authorizes the City of Ashland to issue general obligation bonds in the amount of $8.2 million to finance capital
construction projects, including design, to make these three historic City buildings safe and serviceable for decades to come: City
Hall, Pioneer Hall, and Community Center. The proposed bond would cost Ashland taxpayers approximately $0.2090 per $1000 of
assessed value per year, The average assessed value for a single-family dwelling in Ashland is approximately $310,000. The
assessment on a home with that value would be $64.79 per year for 20 years.

City Hall, built at the turn of the last century, is substandard in terms of seismic survivability, energy efficiency, internal systems,

ADA access, and interior functionality.
The Ashland Community Center and Pioneer Hall have major structural defects that currently limit or preclude their use for most

community events.
Because construction costs are rising faster than inflation, postponing these three projects until a future election would likely
result in higher constant-dollar costs and would not necessarily avoid the need for bonding in the future.

' Explanatory Statement 500 words that impartially explains the measure and its effect.
If the county is producing a voters' pamphlet an explanatory statement must be drafted and attached to this form for:

- any measure referred by the city governing body; or oy
5 . . < Explanatory Statement Attached? X | Yes No
- any initiative or referendum, if required by local ordinance. p i Ll

Authorized City Official Not required to be notarized.

Name I Title

Melissa Huhtala Clty Recorder
‘ Mailing Address | Contact Phone
20 East Main Street Ashland, OR 97520 541-552-2084

By signing this document:
- | hereby state that | am authorized by the city to fulimit this Notice of Measure Election; and
> | certify that notice of receipt of ballot tifl&§as been pijb't'i;;hé'd' drid the ballot title challenge process for this measure
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Current City Hall is an 1891 unreinforced brick building initially built to house a fire station and a few
administrative offices. A subsequently-added stucco exterior sheath and multiple other exterior and
interior alterations in the last century have resulted in a structure that does not meet current building
codes, access requirements, or energy-efficiency guidelines. The unreinforced masonry structure would
likely not withstand a significant earthquake long enough for staff and customers to exit the building
safely.

The majority recommendation of a 2017 City advisory committee on preferred City Hall locations was to
keep it at its current site. Based on preliminary designs, the estimated cost for retaining a restored City
Hall on the Plaza is $7.2 million -- including final design, temporary relocation of staff, any necessary
demolition, and construction work.

City Council will collaborate with the Planning Commission, the Historic Commission, and historic
restoration specialists before approving final design.

The Ashland Community Center was constructed in 1922 and partially restored in the mid-1980s. It has
haused local community meetings, dances, exhibitions, and other public and private events. In early
2019, the north facing wail began to fail, bulging outward such that the building became unusable.
Structural repair will require, at a minimum, a new roof, ceiling, and wall and foundation repairs and will
cost up to $500,000, based on preliminary estimates.

Pioneer Hall was originally built in 1921; a restoration and expansion project was completed in 1988.
Since then, Pioneer Hall has been available by reservation for public and private events. A 2018
assessment of Pioneer Hall identified a number of needed corrective measures, including roof structure
repair, seismic rehabilitation, heating/air conditioning upgrades and ADA access improvements. These
deficiencies have constrained use of Pioneer Hall, especially in wintertime, when a heavy snow load
could cause roof failure. Based on preliminary estimates, rehabilitation of Pioneer Hall will cost up to
$500,000

If the bond passes and costs for these three capital projects prove to be less than currently estimated,
the associated property tax rate will be reduced accordingly. If the costs prove to be greater than
currently estimated, aspects of the projects would have to be scaled-back and deferred.
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