
 

 
 

 
AGENDA 

ASHLAND PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee 

July 29, 2021 – 2:00 p.m. 
Electronic Meeting 

 
This meeting will be held electronically. To view the meeting via Zoom webinar, register here: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ucz41p4cQH6BRKxQt46svA  
 
Written testimony will be accepted via email sent to sean.sullivan@ashland.or.us. Please include “Public Testimony for July 29 
Current Parks Subcommittee Meeting” in the subject line. Written testimony submitted before Monday, July 29, 2021, 9:00 am will be 
made available to Subcommittee Members before the meeting. All testimony will be included in the meetings minutes. 
  
Oral Testimony will be taken during the electronic public meeting. If you wish to view the meeting or provide oral testimony, send an 
email to sean.sullivan@ashland.or.us before Thursday, July 29, 2020, 9:00 am. Late requests will be honored if possible. Please 
provide the following information: 1) make the subject line of the email “July Speaker Request”, 2) include your name, 3) the agenda 
item on which you wish to speak on, 4) specify if you will be participating by computer or telephone, and 5) the name you will use if 
participating by computer or the telephone number you will use if participating by telephone. Staff will provide information necessary to 
join the meeting upon request. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee – June 3, 2021 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
• Open Forum  

 
BUSINESS  

• Non-Standard Memorial Recommendation – Soroptimists International of Ashland (Action) – Background 
information included in packet 

• Items from Subcommittee Members/Staff – In meeting discussion on future agenda topics 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the 
City Administrator’s office at (541) 488-6002 (TTY phone number (800) 735-2900). Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title I). Parks 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on Channel 9, or on CHARTER CABLE CHANNEL 180. Visit the City of Ashland’s website at 
www.ashland.or.us. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ucz41p4cQH6BRKxQt46svA
mailto:sean.sullivan@ashland.or.us
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MINUTES 

ASHLAND PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee 

June 3, 2021 – 2:00 p.m. 
Electronic Meeting 

 
Present:  Commissioners Bell, Lewis; Director Black; Supervisors Casale, Miller; Analyst Kiewel; Assistant Sullivan 
 
Absent:   Supervisor Minica 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Lewis at 2:00 p.m. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee – January 12, 2021 
Motion: Bell moved to approve the minutes from January 12, 2021. Seconded by Lewis. 
Vote: The vote was all yes. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None 
 
BUSINESS  
Non-Standard Memorial Recommendation (Action) – Background information included in packet 
Sullivan reviewed the request outlined in the staff report to install a bench that would remain a permanent amenity, which is 
what makes this request fall under the non-standard memorial category. on the recently acquired Cynthia Lord property. A 1x4 
inch plaque would be installed with the inscription below. A donation of $5,000 would be made to establish the memorial. 
 
John & Jean Sully 
They spent their lives working on nature’s behalf, 
As noble a mission as we can imagine. 
 
Louise Mintun and Bob Palzer spoke in favor of recommending approval for the memorial bench. 
 
Motion: Lewis moved to approve the  
Vote: The vote was all yes 
 
Standard Memorial Approval (Action) – Background information included in packet 
Sullivan reviewed the request outlined in the staff report to install a plaque on an existing table and an existing bench, both in 
Lithia Park. The inscriptions on the plaques are as follows. 
 
Request 1: 
A true & trusted friend 
to all who loved him 
Michael James McClain 

 
Request 2:  
Charles CB Brent 

 
Sullivan reported that both requests meet the guidelines of standard memorials and that staff recommends approval. 
 
Motion: Bell moved to approve the requests as presented. Seconded by Lewis. 
Vote: The vote was all yes. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Options (Information) – Background information included in packet 
Black stated the recently approved CIP budget included $150,000 for infrastructure that will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee was charged with reviewing proposals on how 
these funds should be spent and that final approval will be made by the Parks Commission.  

http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/APRC/2021/Current%20Parks/06_3_21_Packet_CurrentParks_Conservation_Maintenance_v2.pdf
http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/APRC/2021/Current%20Parks/06_3_21_Packet_CurrentParks_Conservation_Maintenance_v2.pdf


 
 
Black added that battery powered hand tools, such as string trimmer and leaf blowers, do not perform well enough to replace 
gas powered equipment across the board and that technology is likely to advance in the coming years, which would allow 
APRC to move in the direction of transitioning away from gas powered hand tools. Staff has put together information, included 
in the staff report, on larger ticket items that could be purchased to meet the goal of greenhouse gas reduction. 
 
Sullivan reviewed the details in the staff report, which included the following: 

• Replace gas powered mowers with electric mowers 
• Partner with the City of Ashland to install EV Charging Stations 
• Replace gas powered heating systems with electric HVAC systems 
• Explore opportunities to install solar arrays on APRC buildings 

 
Discussion included the following points: 

• Sullivan clarified that the mowers can be fully charged overnight using a 240 outlet 
• Sullivan stated the mowers will be loaned to APRC to test them for a week in late June 

o Lewis suggested taking the purchase of the mowers to the full commission if staff finds the performance 
acceptable after the 1-week test period 

• Lewis suggested researching the feasibility of switching out the gas-powered utility carts with electric models for 
future procurements 

o Black clarified that APRC has 3 electric utility carts currently in use and that the gas/diesel powered utility 
carts could be replaced if there are electric replacements that offer similar performance, such as towing 
capacity 

• Black clarified that APRC currently utilizes electric blowers and string trimmers where feasible, but there are battery 
and functionality issues that would make it difficult to fully switch to electric hand tools at this time 

• Sullivan clarified that the staff report does not include quotes for HVAC replacement. There is data in the staff report 
detailing facility size as well as annual expenditures for electricity and natural gas.  

o Bell suggested getting quotes to replace the HVAC systems at the Senior Center and Golf Course Pro Shop 
o Lewis suggested replacing the oldest systems first, which are likely the least efficient. Bell agreed with this 

method 
o Black stated staff will look into getting quotes  

• Lewis stated the best suited areas on APRC properties should be identified for the placement of solar arrays, which 
may not be on the roofs of buildings 

• Bell stated the City of Ashland primarily purchases hydroelectric powers which would make the value of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions through the installation of solar arrays relatively modest and that the focus should be on 
replacing HVAC systems and maintenance equipment 

o Lewis suggested that the region would benefit from APRC installing solar arrays since that would free up 
hydroelectric power for other users secure and that the City of Ashland has installed solar arrays. Lewis 
added that cooperation with the City of Ashland on installing EV charging stations is also beneficial and 
should be pursued 

 
The discussion moved to specific about the pool design which included the following points: 

• Black clarified that the pool design team is looking into additional heating options that will be presented to the Parks 
Commission at a future date. Black added that the design team will also be looking at reducing the size of the pool as 
an option to present to Commissioners 

 
Set next meeting date 
 
The next meeting was tentatively set for June 29, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. If the evaluation for the mowers is not complete the 
meeting will be rescheduled. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sean Sullivan, Executive Assistant 
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PARKS COMMISSIONER STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee 
 
FROM:  Sean Sullivan, Business Operations Manager 
    
DATE:  July 23, 2021 
 
SUBJECT:  Non-Standard Memorial Request – Soroptimist International of Ashland 
 
The Parks Memorial Policy allows for the placement of non-standard memorials on park amenities and 
authorizes the Current Parks, Conservation, and Maintenance Subcommittee to provide a recommendation to 
the full Parks Commission for final approval. All non-standard memorial requests are handled on a case by 
case basis, per the Parks Memorial Policy. 
 
The Soroptimist International of Ashland is requesting the placement of an inscribed boulder at Garden Way 
Park celebrating 100 years of the service for the organization and 75 years of service for the Ashland Chapter. 
The boulder will be placed at the front of the park near the water fountain. The memorial would become a 
permanent feature of the park. A mockup of the inscription and diagram displaying the dimensions of the 
boulder is attached. 
 
All direct costs associated with procuring and placing the boulder will be paid for by Soroptimist International 
of Ashland. The organization will also provide funds if maintenance or repair of the boulder is necessary in the 
future.  
 
Margie Clark, a founding member of the Soroptimist International of Ashland, donated the land to the City of 
Ashland to establish the park. The organization was also instrumental in developing Garden Way Park. A 
historical account of Garden Way Park has been prepared by Pat Acklin, who will be available to address the 
subcommittee and answer questions that may arise. The historical account is attached. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the request. 
 
Possible Motions: I move to recommend approval of the non-standard memorial requests as submitted by 
staff. 
 
Attachments: Inscription Mockup; Dimension Diagram; Garden Way History, Compiled by Pat Acklin, 
Soroptimist International of Ashland 

mailto:parksinfo@ashland.or.us
http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/APRC/Web%20Files/CP_P_2004_08_23_MemorialPolicy_web.pdf


 

2021 
 

Soroptimist International  
Celebrating 100 years of service 

 
Soroptimist International of Ashland 

Celebrating 75 years of service 
 

 





Garden Way Park History 

Compiled by Pat Acklin 
June 12, 2021 

 
The following history was compiled from the Soroptimist President’s Pages, Scrapbooks 
containing photos and news articles (1958-1993), Soroptimist History by Bev Meads, property 
records from the Jackson County Assessor, and the author’s personal files. It is not complete as 
the author declined to review decades of minutes and financial records in possession of the club 
or the Ashland Parks and Recreation Department.  
 
 
Garden Way Park began as part of a subdivision of lands owned by J.P. Clark and his wife 
Margie.  Margie Clark was a founding member of Soroptimist International of Ashland which 
was chartered June 12, 1946. The subsidivison was entitled Garden Homes Tract*, the final plat 
being recorded on 9/22/50 according to City of Ashland subdivision listings. A Jackson County 
Assessor’s Deed Card* dated 1946 for Township 39, Range 1 East, Section 15AC, Tax Lot 
6300, the legal description of the Park, notes “said park being dedicated in plat of Garden Homes 
Tract.” 
 
The following is an excerpt from Soroptimist History by Bev Meads, club historian for many 
years. 
 

In 1952 Margie Clark announced that she and her husband were donating two 
acres of land to the City to be used as a park which she would like to be called 
“Soroptimist Park.” A contest was held and the name GardenWay Park was 
chosen. At first, chain link fencing enclosed the new park and a backstop was 
erected for Little League ballplayers. In later years these were both eliminated. 
Our [Soroptimist] commttiees worked with the City Park Adminisration to 
establish a Past-Presidents Garden with annual and perennial plants, purchase 
trees in memory of departed Soroptimists, provide a covered area with picnic 
tables and benches, install playground equipment, erect a new park sign, and hold 
an annual planting party to set out plants in the area around the sign. 
 
In July 1973 Margie Clark’s three daughters and four of her grand-daughters took 
part in the ceremony dedicating a drinking fountain and plaque in her memory. 
Many townspeople, Soroptimists, the Park Director, [Soroptimist] board 
members, and the Mayor attended and participated as well. 
 

Review of the Soroptimist President’s Pages recount in greater detail many of the efforts 
described by Bev Meads. In her 1956-57 club year report, retiring President Adelaide Clary 
recounts the clearing of the two acre park and the groundbreaking attended by Mayor Richard L. 
Neill and Park Superintendant Chet Corey. She notes an expenditure of $789.75 for a chain link 
fence to surround the park and a $100 down payment to put up a backstop in the “ball ground 
area.” The Rotary Club contrubuted $60 toward the development fund. Presdient Clary 
concludes, “The area was named “Garden Way Park and Playground” by the club, and a 
miniature is housed at the Chamber of Commerce building.” 
 
* See Appendix 



The miniature, or park model, made its way to to the Soroptimist International Federation of the 
Americas Convention in Houston, Texas, in 1959. The model was presented to the convention to 
display the service work being done by Soroptimist International of Ashland. 
 
 

 
 

Soroptimists Leona Murphy (Putnam) and Frances Gallatin with park model, Houston, Texas, 1959. 
 

 
Plans for a “Living Memorial” are described in a Daily Tidings article published on February, 8, 
1960.  At a meeting in the Gresham Room of the Ashland Public Library conducted by President 



Frances Gallatin, planning for the purchase and planting of memorial trees for “Soroptimist 
Park” was approved. Determination of the nature of a memorial marker was postponed. President 
Irene Hollenbeck in her 1961 President’s Report notes that 14 trees were purchased for the 
Garden Way Park project at a cost of $94. 
 
In her President’s Report for 1966-67, President Mary Wilkinson includes a list of service 
project activities for the club year. In a note at the end of the list she reports that the Park 
Superintendent will be presenting a plan for the park at a future program. Perhaps this plan is still 
present in the City’s archives. 
 
In 1973 the club honored Margie Clark and her husband by installing a drinking fountain and 
plaque in the park. Mayor Archie C. Fries dedicated the fountain and many Clark family 
members were in attendance. Also in attendance were Parks Director Garth McGuire and park 
board members Dave D’Olivo and Robert Bennett. Soroptimist President Pat Zurflueh and 
committee chair Adelaide Clary presided over the event. The Daily Tidings noted in a July 9, 
1973 article that the occasion also commemorated over 20 years of Soroptimist contributions to 
park development.  
 

 
 

The Clark Family 



A big development and significant event at Garden Way Park found in the Soroptimist records is 
the dedication of the gazebo. In two news articles in the Daily Tidings, improvements to the park 
and its history are described. In an article dated May 7, 1981 entitled “Kudos to Soroptimists” 
the dedication of the gazebo on May 28 is announced. The article states, “…the Soroptimists 
added another asset to Garden Way Park this week, an attractive gazebo which can serve as a 
picnic area. Located at Garden Way and Clark Street this neighborhood park has become one of 
the city’s greatest assets.” The article continues, “More than a park this is an outstanding 
example of the unselfish dedication of an organization to the betterment of the community. … 
All improvements in the park including playground equipment, trees, shrubs and flowering 
plants have been given by the women. The only cost to the city is maintenance.” 
 
The gazebo dedication and ribbon cutting were attended by Mayor Gordon Medaris and Parks 
Director Ken Mickelson. A Daily Tidings article published on May 28, 1981, the day before the 
event, notes that “The gazebo is the latest addition in the Sorptimist’s 10-year plan to upgrade 
the park. … Other park projects have included: landscaping, a baseball backstop (with help from 
the Rotary Club of Ashland), playground equipment, a fountain and plaque honoring Margie 
Clark, and picnic tables. One project, a past president’s garden, is still in process.” 
 

    
 

 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

Margie Clark’s daughter, 
Kathy Clark Wolfe 
 
 
 

The Clark Family 
 



 
Crowd of about 70 people attend the dedication. 

 

 
Mayor Gordon Medaris and Park Direstor Ken Mickelson cutting the ribbon. 



Following the annual Soroptimist President’s Picnic held at the gazebo on June 23, 1993, 
Soroptimist International of Ashland celebrated a new sign placed in the park by Ashland Parks 
and Recreation. The Daily Tidings (6/22/93) reported that Mayor Cathy Golden, Parks 
Commission Chair Patty Adams and Parks Director Ken Mickelson were invited to attend the 
unveiling of the sign. The Tidings further reported that “The club celebrates a renewal of their 
37-year commitment to support the development of Garden Way Park. … The club voted earlier 
this year to raise $1,000 annually to replace playground equipment and add handicap accessible 
pieces.”  
 
 

     
Parks Director Ken Mickelson, SIA President Carolyn Johnson and Parks Commissioner Patty Adams unveil sign. 

 
 

     
SIA President Carolyn Johnson with Parks Commssioner Patty Adams.     Soroptimist and Park personnel planting. 

 
The author recollects that at one point the Parks and Recreation Department notified the club that 
there was no longer a need to fund improvements at the park as its development was largely 
complete. This freed the club from its $1,000 annual commitment to the Park.  However, in 2010 
a change in Park Commission policy regarding pesticides and herbicides brought to light a need 
for continued involvement of the club as volunteers. For several years the club made occasional 
visits to the park for weeding parties. This practice was discontinued in 2013. 
 



In 2014 in a move to upgrade signage across the Ashland Parks and Recreation system, a new 
sign was installed. It will be around this sign that Soroptimist International of Ashland will 
gather on June 12, 2021 to plant two miniature forsythia bushes honoring the 75th Anniversary of 
the club. In attendance will be retiring President Jan Holland, newly installed President Kathy 
Mooney, and Parks Commission Chair Mike Gardiner. Later in the fall the club hopes to install a 
monument stone honoring the 75th Anniversary of the club and the 100th Anniversary of 
Soroptimist International. 
 
  



Appendix 
 
 

Jackson County Assessor’s Map – Garden Homes Tract 

 
 
 
Jackson CountyAssessor’s Deed Card 
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