
Joint Information Center Fire Update July 23, 2018 

 

Information for Southwest Oregon Fires is available at the Joint Information Center (JIC) at 
541-474-5305 8 AM – 8 PM. 

Hendrix Fire  

Acres: 1,060 acres   Cause: Lightning 
Personnel:  520 
Percent Containment: 20% Start Date: 07/15/18, 8:30 am 
Location: 9 mi SW of Ashland, OR Expected Containment Date: 07/31/2018 
 
Smoke and haze from regional fires continues to shade the fire, helping limit fire activity. 
Firefighters are making progress going direct, working along the fire's perimeter where they 
can do so safely. 
 
Today, if conditions are favorable, crews may continue small strategic firing 
operations on the southwest portion of the fire to tie the main fire perimeter along the 
ridges down to hand lines and dozer lines in more accessible terrain to help secure the 
area. 
 
Firefighters are mopping up the north and northeast  portions of the fire, 
extinguishing or removing burning material near firelines to help secure the area. The 
20% containment is on the northwest portion of the fire. 
 

The Hendricks Fire community meeting at the Ruch Branch Library, 7919 Highway 238, 
Ruch, OR 97530 was held with an attendance of approximately 22 local residents. 

CURRENT EVACUATION ORDERS: Level 2 and Level 3 evacuations remain in place for 
residents near Hells Peak, southeast of Ruch. Details are available 
at http://jacksoncountyor.org/sheriff/. Residents in the area are encouraged to sign up for 
Citizen Alert at http://www.jacksoncounty.org/alert. More info about evacuation levels and 
preparedness can be found at http://www.rvem.org. 

CURRENT CLOSURES: The Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest Hendrix Fire Area 
Closure for the southern portion of the Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District remains in 
effect. Detailed info and a map of the area closure are available 
at https://www.fs.usda.gov/rogue-siskiyou. This closure will be revised to show Forest Road 
20 as being OPEN, but all other areas will remain CLOSED, including access to Dutchman 
Peak Lookout. 

The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) is closed from where the PCT meets National Forest Road 
No.40S01 (Observation Gap) to the Grouse Gap Shelter. Re-route information is available 
at https://www.pcta.org/discover-the-trail/closures/oregon/hendrix-fire-southern-oregon/. 

Smoke conditions are expected to linger in the area at least through the weekend. A 
number of wildfires combined with continued high temperatures and the possibility of 
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lightning strikes are expected to contribute to poor air quality in the region. Today’s smoke 
forecast, including information about where the nearest clear air is located, will be available 
later this morning at https://wildlandfiresmoke.net/outlooks. 

Phone: 541-632-3567 (8AM to 8PM) 
Facebook: https://tinyurl.com/y7dq7yaj 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/RRSNF #Hendrixfire 
Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5939/ E-Mail: rrsnf.hendrixfire@gmail.com 
 

Garner Complex 

Acres: 15,294    Cause: Lightning 

Personnel: 2,162 

Percent Containment: 14% Start Date: 07/15/18, 9:00 am 
Location: Josephine County Expected Containment Date: 08/07/2018 
 
Plans are set for two public meetings for the local communities that are being most effected 
by the Garner Complex fires. The first meeting will be Monday July 23, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. at 
the North Valley High School, 6741 Monument Drive, Grant Pass, OR. Another meeting is 
set for Wimer on Tuesday July 24, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. at Evans Valley Education and 
Community Center, 8205 East Evans Creek.   
 
CURRENT EVACUATION ORDERS: Pickett Creek Rd and all crossroads are Level 2 and 

West Pickett Creek Rd is Level 3. Dutcher Creek Rd and all associated secondary roads 

are Level 2. Limpy Creek and Shan Creek Roads have been elevated to Level 3.  Riverbank 

Rd is Level 1. Grave Creek Rd is Level 3 north of Ditch Creek Rd intersection. Pleasant 

Creek Rd is Levels 2 and 3. A Red Cross Shelter has been established at the Grants Pass 

High School at 830 NE 9th Street in Grants Pass, 541-474-5710. 

 

Public Information Line: (541) 660-8056  

Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5935/  

Email: garnercomplexinformation@gmail.com 

 

South Umpqua Complex 

Acres: 4,926   Cause: Lightning 

Personnel: 980 

Percent Containment: 10%  
Location: 45 miles southeast of Roseburg, Oregon (Tiller Ranger District) 

A community meeting will be held at the Tiller Fire Department this evening at 6:30 

PM. Fire officials will explain the fire situation and suppression effort and respond to 

questions.  

As the inversion lifted over the fires yesterday, the increased fire behavior affected all the 

fires remaining in the South Umpqua Complex. The Snowshoe Fire expanded mostly to the 

south, but also to the east and west. The Miles Fire grew mostly to the north, but the lines 

held on the west and south sides. The Columbus/HD fires expanded on both the northwest 
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and southeast sides. Firefighters are anticipating elevated fire activity again today, and 

planning accordingly. 

CURRENT EVACUATION ORDERS: 

A Level 2 (BE SET) advisory is now in effect for the following areas:  Addresses on the west 

side of Highway 227 from the Douglas County border to Loper Lane.   The addresses of 

7544, 7600 on the east side of Highway 227.  All addresses on West Fork Trail Creek Road.  

All addreses on Taylor Road.  Loper Lane, addresses of 214 and above. 

Fire Information: 541-825-3295  

Email: SouthUmpquaComplexFire@gmail.com 

Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5940/  

Facebook: Umpqua National Forest 

 

Natchez Fire 

Acres: Klondike 5281 Natchez 1911    

Personnel: 518 

Percent Containment: 0% Start Date: 07/15/18 
Locations:  Natchez Fire 15 miles SE of Cave Junction, OR 
  Klondike 9 miles NW of Selma, OR 
 
Management of the Klondike and Natchez fires was transferred to Pacific Northwest Team 3 
at 6:00 this morning. Fire managers will continue to utilize available resources and tactics to  
suppress both fires while minimizing risk to the public and firefighters. 
 
Klondike Fire 
The fire continues to burn in steep, inaccessible terrain largely within the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. Fire managers will continue scouting opportunities to utilize existing roads, fire 
scars, and natural barriers to contain and control fire growth.Dozers continue being used to  
open roads from Illinois River Road west to the wilderness boundary south of the fire. 
 
Natchez Fire 
Actions today will include reinforcing the dozer line and existing roads on the north side of 
the fire. Along the western perimeter, fire personnel will continue working to access Forest 
Road 60 and assess options for utilizing existing roads and natural barriers to control fire 
growth to the south will also be assessed. Burnout and holding the eastern perimeter will 
continue 
 
 
Closures and Evacuations:  Yesterday Josephine County Sheriff’s office issued a level 3 

“Go” evacuation for the Oak Flat area at the end of Illinois River Road. Visit Josephine 

County Emergency Management on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/josephinecountyEM  for current information.  

The Rogue River-Siskiyou and Klamath National Forests have issued an emergency area 

closure for the Natchez Fire. Be sure to check the Forest websites for information about 

https://www.facebook.com/josephinecountyEM


current conditions: https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/rogue-siskiyou/alerts-notices and 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/klamath/alerts-notices. 

.  

For more information about the evacuation, visit 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44152/ or call 541-597-4784. 
 
The Rogue River-Siskiyou and the Klamath National Forests have issued an emergency 
area closure in the area surrounding the Natchez Fire.  For more details go to: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44133/ 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44085/ 
 
Fire Information: (541) 597-4784 
Incident Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5948/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/240850363188142/ 
Twitter: #NatchezFire 

 

SUGAR PINE FIRE 
Acres:  886 
LOCATION: Area is High Cascades Ranger District, West of Crater Lake National Park. 

Groups of fires are described based on being west and east of Hwy 62, but these fires do 

not threaten Hwy 62 or residences along Highway 62 at this time. 

 

PERSONNEL: 703 

START DATE: 07/15/18 Cause: Lightning 

 
Prospect, Oregon – Good progress has been made to access, assess and safely engage 

all the known fires. There are nineteen fires on the High Cascades Ranger District west of 

Crater Lake National Park (CLNP) managed under the collective name Sugar Pine, which is 

also the name of one specific fire. Approximately 886 total acres have burned on all fires 

combined. Highway 62 and residences are not threatened. 

Yesterday, the Sugar Pine Fire saw increased activity and growth towards the south as a 

result of weather changes. Crews could not continue safe direct engagement and re-

focused efforts on improving indirect containment lines. Burn-out operations are almost 

complete on the Round Top Fire. Mop-up and patrol continue on several fires that have 

been lined and in mop-up including the Union, Sunshine and Junction fires.  

Today’s priorities include engaging heavy equipment such as dozers and masticators on the 

Sugar Pine Fire to build out containment line along power lines south of the Rogue River-

Siskiyou National Forest (RRSNF). Northwest Incident Management Team (NWIMT) 13 is 

working with the Oregon Department of Forestry, Bureau of Land Management and Pacific 

Power to use and protect that power line corridor. Crews and heavy equipment continue to 

construct indirect containment SW of the Goodview Fire. Tomorrow, firefighters working 

east of Highway 62 will continue mop-up. Excess resources will join existing efforts on fires 

west of the highway. 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44152/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44133/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/5948/44085/


 

Staff from NWIMT 13 and NWIMT 6 managing the South Umpqua Complex continue to 

coordinate activities on fires near each other between the Umpqua and RRSNF. The Sugar 

Pine Fire (NWIMT 13) is about 3 miles east of the Miles Fire (NWIMT 6) and the Goodview 

Fire (NWIMT 13) is 3 miles south of the Columbus (also called the Donnegan) Fire (NWIMT 

6).  

Resources: 703 people including 25 crews, 27 engines, 7 water tenders, 2 dozers and 2 

masticators. Visibility has grounded three Type I, Type II and Type III helicopters until 

smoky conditions improve. 

Weather: Smoke in the area kept overnight temperatures in the 60’s. Today, smoke is 

expected to clear later in the afternoon with higher temperatures and lower humidity 

expected. Winds will be from the W-NW with isolated thunderstorms potentially south of the 

area. 

Safety: Please be aware of slow moving fire traffic, especially near the Hwy 62 entrances to 

Joseph Stewart State Park near Prospect and on forest service roads. Smoke can be heavy 

at times and more air quality information is available at http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com. 

Huckleberry pickers should avoid areas of fire fighting activity. 

Closures: The Huckleberry Mountain camping area and roads in that vicinity are closed 

and blocked with barriers. Some roads and two areas along the boundary shared between 

the Rogue River - Siskiyou and the Umpqua National Forests between the Sugar Pine and 

Miles fires and between the Goodview and Columbus fires are closed. These closures affect 

portions of roads 68, 6640 and 800 and portions of roads 1610, 900, and 970. 

 
Fire Summary 

Sugar Pine - 337 acres. Using heavy equipment and crews to establish indirect line along 

power line right of way south of the fire. 

Goodview - 265 acres. Continued work to plan and construct indirect containment line.  

Round Top - 148 acres. Direct and indirect line construction complete. Burnout operations 

nearly complete. 

The Union (104 acres), Junction (6 acres) and Sunshine (4 acres) fully lined and in mop-

up.  

The Hawk Creek (10 acres); North Top (1.5 acres); Kettle (0.1 acre); Buck Basin (1.2 

acres); Gravel (3 acres); Spring 2 (0.2 acre); Alder (4.2 acres); Soldier (1 acre); Coplen 

(1.2 acres) fires are contained and in patrol status. 

 

Twitter: @RRSNF #SugarPineFire 

http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com/


Facebook: https://bit.ly/2LccFR3 

Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5966 
 

 

TIMBER CRATER 6 FIRE 

LOCATION: The Timber Crater 6 Fire is actively burning in mixed conifer in the remote 

northeast corner of Crater Lake National Park.  

PERSONNEL: 522 

ACRES: 1190 

START DATE: 07/15/18 Cause: Lightning 

 
Crews made good progress yesterday and achieved 5% containment. Since NW Incident 
Management Team 9 arrived on July 20, fire managers’ strategy and crews’ work have 
focused on stopping the fire progression, using a combination of burnout operations and, 
when safe, working at the fire’s edge. Yesterday, 522 personnel are working the fire, 
including 18 crews. An infrared flight mapped the fire at 2010 acres. 
 
Weather: Weather could be a concern today if thunderstorms materialize. Though there is 
only a 20% probability, outflow winds associated with thunderstorms can greatly change 
fire behavior and push the fire into the forest canopy. Today will again be hot and dry, and 
expected fire behavior includes short-range spotting and group tree torching. 
Temperatures will be in the high 80s with relative humidity in the teens. 
 
Yesterday: Hot shot crews on the north and west sides of the fire worked direct along the 
fire line. Crews mopped up and secured lines after the burnouts to remove fuel in the fire’s 
path. Other crews did burnout work ahead of the fire’s east side. 
 
Plans for Today: Crews will continue constructing and securing lines on the fire’s north 
and west flanks. To the south, crews are scouting lines as needed to stay in front of the 
fire, including an old road to build line. They will also work to secure the burnout on the 
east side of the fire. 
Visibility permitting, three helicopters and two fixed-wing aircraft will be used today to 
make water drops – not retardant drops in the park. The CL415s may be scooping from 
locations at area lakes: Crescent, Lost Creek and Miller Lakes. Recreationists are advised 
that scooping may occur at any time, and people will be asked to leave the water. 
 
Smoke: Many fires burning across the Northwest Region are producing smoke that 
continues to flow into the Crater Lake National Park by prevailing winds. At times, this has 
resulted in reduced visibility and lower air quality. This pattern will continue until fires to the 
west of Crater Lake National Park can be extinguished. The Timber Crater 6 Fire and 
strategic burn operations have generated smoke that has flowed toward Hwy. 97. The 
majority of the smoke visible in the park is from other fires in the region. A smoke monitor 
will be installed today near the rim of Crater Lake 
 
Closures and Restrictions: At this time the Timber Crater 6 Fire is not a threat to park 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5966


attractions or to visitors. All areas in the Crater Lake National Park are open. There are no 
road closures related to the fire in the park. Please respect all park fire restrictions. 
Campfires are only allowed in designated campfire rings. 
However, an Emergency Forest Closure for portions of the Fremont-Winema National 
Forest remains in effect. The closure order and maps can be viewed 
at:https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/fremont-winema/news-events/ Fire managers want park 
guests to have a fun and safe experience in the Crater Lake National Park. Visitors should 
expect to see large firefighting apparatus on roadways. Please drive slowly and use extra 
caution as fire vehicles may stop in unexpected locations, and if backing, the operator of 
the equipment may not be able to see smaller passenger vehicles in their mirrors. 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/fremont-winema/news-events/


 


