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[EXTERNAL SENDER]

Climate Change Adaption - Ashland Forest Plan

Mayor Graham and Council,

I provided the following comments, on 9/27/2023, regarding an earlier draft of the Addendum:

“While the current draft of the Climate Change Addendum addresses strategies to
prepare for and become more resilient to climate change, it does not address how
the AFP will achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. In order to address the later the
AFP Addendum should include, at a minimum, the following:
● Quantification of GHG emissions from forest practices including climate

impacts directly related to carbon black. (NOTE to editor: please include a
definition of carbon black and its impact on climate and human health).

● Identification of GHG emission offsets for AFP land management activities
that could serve to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.”

The updated draft does not provide this information. Instead it includes the following
statement in an apparent response to my original comment.

“Though the Ashland Climate Energy Action Plan calls for carbon neutrality, we recognize
that this may not be possible on City forestlands, where goals of community wildfire safety
and maintaining forested ecosystems intact are higher priorities.”

It is critical that the Climate Change Addendum quantify AFP greenhouse gas emissions and
the extent of carbon sequestration. These details are needed to understand the extent of
additional emission reductions that the city must achieve, or off-sets it must implement to
achieve the CEAP’s goals. 

Thanks you,
Gary Shaff
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