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Introduction

Becky Hewitt

Project Manager

Becky specializes in urban planning, spatial 

analysis, and land use policy.



• Begin public review and hearing process to 
drafting  final proposed code changes

Background

1
• Regional Problem Solving (NowX2)

2
• Ashland Housing Strategies

3
• Ashland Housing Strategy Draft 

Implementation Plan (5/06/2019)

4

• Ashland Housing Strategy Final 
Implementation Plan (06/30/2019)

5

• Council direction regarding drafting Code 
Amendments and Resolutions 

3
• Ashland Housing Strategy Draft 

Implementation Plan (5/06/2019)



Regional Problem Solving 
Council Decision

City Council Resolution #2003-37

“With more efficient land use strategies, the lands already 

within Ashland’s city limits and urban growth boundary 

could accommodate the city’s anticipated

growth during the plan period 

without expansion…. The city 

will continue to identify and 

pursue opportunities for more 

efficient land use and 

transportation planning.”



Regional Problem Solving 
RPS Issues Raised by the City of Ashland

The Ashland City Council requested the Regional Plan 

identify and structure a time line for the implementation 

of a variety of regional strategies that encourage a full 

range of housing types throughout the region. 

Adopted as part of RPS:

Housing Strategies. Participating jurisdictions shall 

create regional housing strategies that strongly 

encourage a range of housing types throughout the 

region within 5 years of acknowledgement of the 

RPS Plan.



Regional Problem Solving 
Regional Housing Strategy - Ashland

Regional Housing Strategies

• Each community completed a code audit 

focused on provision of needed housing.

• ECONorthwest produced Housing 

Strategies working with each jurisdiction

• Cities are now evaluating specific 

Housing Strategies to increase the 

supply and availability of needed 

housing



Technical Assistance Grant 

Department of Land Conservation 

and Development (DLCD) Grant

• State funding available to rent 

burdened communities.

• City approved Memorandum of 

Understanding with DLCD.

• Final Draft of Ashland Housing 

Implementation Plan due by June 30, 

2019.



Encourage development of new multifamily in 

areas zoned for multifamily housing and 

commercial areas by increasing the amount and 

density of multifamily development (Policy #2, Actions 2e-2j ).

Ashland Housing Strategy 



Evaluate opportunities to implement a tax 

abatement program, such as the multiple-unit 

limited tax exemption program and the vertical 

housing tax credit program, to promote 

development of affordable multifamily housing. 
(Policy #4, Action 4a).

Ashland Housing Strategy 



DLCD Grant objectives

 Conduct a code audit and evaluation of the impacts of 

potential increases to maximum residential density, building 

height and lot coverage, and potential decreases to parking 

requirements for multifamily housing types.

 Evaluate financial returns of for-sale versus rental housing 

to understand the market conditions necessary to facilitate 

production of rental housing

 Evaluate the potential impact of the multiple-unit limited tax 

exemption program on the development feasibility of higher 

density rental housing types.



 Review the impact of Ashland’s annexation policies and 

approval standards on multi-family residential land supply 

within the City Limits. 

 Develop recommendations for code amendments that are 

most likely to be effective in both removing obstacles and 

identifying incentives to promote the construction of 

multifamily rental housing in R-2, R-3 and other multi-family 

zones.

DLCD Grant objectives
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