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Council Business Meeting 
December 17, 2019 

Agenda Item Ratification of IGA with Oregon Health Authority for GEMT Reimbursement 

From David Shepherd Fire Chief 

Contact david.shepherd@ashland.or.us; (541) 552-2219 

SUMMARY 

Ashland Fire & Rescue received notice on November 22 that the City would need to sign an Intergovernmental 

Transfer Agreement (IGA) with the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) by November 30. Due to the short turnaround, 

and with approval from legal, it was necessary to have City Administrator Kelly Madding sign the document before 

staff could get Council approval.  

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

AMC Chapter 2.50 - RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC CONTRACTING 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

None 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Publicly owned ambulance services in the State of Oregon have been provided the opportunity to receive additional 

funding from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services through a recently enacted Ground Emergency 

Medical Transport (GEMT) program. The program is administered by the OHA and requires participating providers 

to enter into an Intergovernmental Transfer Agreement for the exchange of funds. 

Implementation of the GEMT program has been in development since 2017. As such, agencies participating in the 

program were allowed to submit for GEMT reimbursements going back to state fiscal year 2018. As this is a new 

program for the State, the process has not rolled out as smoothly and timely as anticipated. As stated above, the IGA 

with the OHA was requested to be returned by the end of November. Additionally, the payments required by the 

State were requested to be received no later than December 4, 2019. The City Council was aware of these new funds 

as they were discussed during the budget presentation and were approved as revenue in the BN 2019-2021 budget.  

FISCAL IMPACTS 

The GEMT program is designed to reimburse publicly owned ambulance services for uncompensated cost related to 

services provided to OHA Medicaid recipients. For fiscal year 2018, the Department submitted a claim in the 

amount of $156,439. In order to receive this payment, the Department first had to remit two payments to the OHA. 

A payment in the amount of $22,690 covered the non-federal share of GEMT service as required by law. A second 

payment in the amount of $4,084 covered an administrative fee charged by the OHA. By the end of December, the 

Department will receive a payment for services provided in the amount of $156,439. This effectively nets the City 

$129,665. Details can be found on page 7 of the attachment. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council ratifies the City Administrator’s November 25, 2019 signing of the 

Intergovernmental Transfer Agreement between the City of Ashland and the Oregon Health Authority.  

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move to ratify the City Administrator’s November 25, 2019 signing of the Intergovernmental Transfer Agreement 

between the City of Ashland and the Oregon Health Authority.  

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Intergovernmental Transfer Agreement 
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