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Council Business Meeting 
October 15, 2019 

Agenda Item DLCD Technical Assistance Grant  

From Bill Molnar Director of Community Development 

Contact bill.molnar@ashland.or.us; (541) 552-2042 

SUMMARY 

Before the Council is a request for a letter of support for a Department of Land Conservation and Development 

(DLCD) Technical Assistance Grant. This grant, if awarded, would allow the City to use consultant services to assist 

in undertaking a public involvement process concurrent with the drafting of land use standards to promote the 

development of needed housing within Ashland’s residential zones.   

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

Council Goals and Priorities 2019-2021 

Goal 1: Develop current and long-term budgetary resilience -- Evaluate revenue streams  

Goal 3: Enhance and improve transparency & communication -- Develop a robust program to engage 

with Ashland citizens about City priorities and our progress on those priorities, public input 

opportunities and processes, how individual citizens can help meet City goals, budgeting and decision-

making processes, etc.  

Value Services: Tier 2 Moderate Priority – Housing Needs. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

The City Council reviewed the Ashland Housing Strategy Implementation Plan on May 6, 2019. At that study 

session, the City Council directed Planning Staff to undertake public outreach efforts to further engage the citizenry, 

housing providers, and developers in development of proposed code amendments consistent with this proposal. 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) provides resources to help Oregon 

Communities prepare and update local land use plans to respond to growth management and development.  

DLCD is currently offering grant awards for the 2019-21 program years.  Applications are awarded on a 

competitive basis.  Consideration is given in scoring to ensure a fair distribution of grant funds within each of 

five regions around the State.    

The proposed grant application would seek up to $27,570 in funding to support a citizen outreach and public 

involvement program to inform the preparation of draft amendments to the City’s land use standards for  the 

inclusion of middle-housing types in single-family zones, and the recommendations outlined in the Ashland 

Housing Strategy Implementation Plan. 

The citizen involvement project is anticipated to take 12 months, with a projected timeline of January 2020 

to January 2021.  The total project cost is projected to be $41,530 with $27,570 in grant funds requested and 

$13,960 in local match.  Approximately 65% of the local costs for the project would be in-kind contribution 

of Planning Division staff time for public information efforts, review of deliverables, public meeting 

preparation and coordination, and contract management. The remainder of local matching funds would 

contribute toward consultant services, printing and postage associated with the public outreach.   

 

 

mailto:bill.molnar@ashland.or.us
http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/AshlandHousingStrategyImpPlan_Final_20190614.pdf
http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/AshlandHousingStrategyImpPlan_Final_20190614.pdf
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FISCAL IMPACTS 

There is no cost for submission of the application. If approved, these grants typically require the City demonstrate 

commitment to the project through contribution of matching funds.  If the City receives an award, the Community 

Development Department would provide a local match in the form of $8,960 of in-kind support (staff time), 

approximately $2,500 toward consultant costs and up to $2,500 in printing and postage.   

The $5,000 of funds for this match have been identified and included in the Biennium 2019/2021 Budget for the 

Community Development Department.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends Council approve the letter of support and the submission of the grant funding application. 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move to approve the Mayor signing a letter of support for the Department of Land Conservation and Development 

grant application to undertake a comprehensive public involvement process concurrent with adoption of land use 

standards to promote the development of needed housing within Ashland’s residential zones.   

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Letter of Support for the DLCD Grant application 

Attachment 2:  DLCD Grant application 
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Ashland, Oregon 97520 Fax: 541-488-5311 
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October 15, 2019 

 

 
Gordon Howard, Grant Program Manager  

Department of Land Conservation and Development 

635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 150 

Salem, Oregon 97301-2540 

 

Re:  2019 Technical Assistance Grants Application 

 

 

Dear Mr. Gordon 

 

The City of Ashland expresses our full support for the Department of Land Conservation and 

Development 2019-2021 grant funding application to conduct a comprehensive citizen outreach and 

public involvement program to inform the preparation of amendments to the City’s land use standards 

pertaining to needed housing. 

 

Through an award of funding, the City of Ashland and State of Oregon can further our shared goals of 

promoting the provision of affordable and workforce housing through a citizen involvement program 

that insures the opportunity for citizens to be involved in all phases of the planning process. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

John Stromberg 

Mayor 

 

http://www.ashland.or.us/
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