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Council Business Meeting 
October 2, 2018 

Agenda Item 
Housing Planning Assistance MOU – City of Ashland and Department of Land 
Conservation and Development (DLCD) 

From Bill Molnar Community Development Director 

Contact Bill.molnar@ashland.or.us 541-552-2042 

 

 

SUMMARY 

The proposed memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the City of Ashland and the Oregon Department of 

Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) is for the purpose of preparing a Housing Strategy Implementation 

Plan. DLCD will provide funding for a consultant to analyze the effectiveness of strategies and specific tactics 

targeted at increasing the supply and affordability of housing within the City. Oregon Legislature approved a special 

appropriation of funds for 2018-2019 to assist cities in their efforts to promote housing availability and affordability.  

 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

Ashland Comprehensive Plan: Regional Plan Element 

Housing Strategies. Participating jurisdictions shall create regional housing strategies that strongly encourage a 

range of housing types throughout the region within 5 years of acknowledgement of the RPS Plan. 

 

Ashland Comprehensive Plan: Housing Element 

6.10 Goal Ensure a variety of dwelling types and provide housing opportunities for the total cross-section of 

Ashland’s population, consistent with preserving the character and appearance of the city. 

 

The memorandum of understanding allows staff to work with the consultant in examining recommendations 

contained in the draft Ashland Housing Strategy by providing outside technical expertise in determining the 

potential effectiveness of specific actions directed at improving housing affordability. A draft Ashland Housing 

Strategy has been prepared to comply with the “performance indicators” included with the adoption of the Greater 

Bear Creek Valley and identified in the Regional Plan Element of Ashland’s Comprehensive Plan. In addition to 

Ashland, five other participants in the region, Central Point, Eagle Point, Medford, Phoenix and Talent, have 

developed draft housing strategies as part of a coordinated approach to address regional housing issues.     

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

None 

 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

During the 2018 legislative session, the legislature appropriated funds to DLCD for the purpose of providing 

technical assistance to local governments in increasing the affordability of housing within urban growth boundaries. 

Technical assistance is available for an analysis of housing needs, audits of land use codes (to identify barriers to 

housing development), revisions to land use codes (to remove barriers), and implementation plans for increasing 

housing supply.    

 

To provide this assistance, DLCD has contracted with consultants experienced in completing Housing Needs 

Analyses (HNAs) and updating land use codes, and the consultant will work for a city – or group of cities within a 

mailto:Bill.molnar@ashland.or.us


 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

county or region – to prepare draft updates to the comprehensive plan or code. For jurisdictions with up-to-date 

plans and codes, assistance with developing a strategy to implement the plan is also offered. The projects must be 

completed and funds expended by June 30, 2019. 

 

The legislation directed DLCD to give priority to cities over 10,000 populations where at least 25 percent of the 

renter households in the city are “severely rent-burdened.” A household is “severely rent-burdened” if the household 

spends more than 50 percent of the income of the household on gross rent for housing. As of 2016, 33% of Ashland 

renter households were identified as severely rent-burdened.  

 

In April 2018, DLCD’s Southern Oregon Regional Representative, Josh LeBombard, notified the Community 

Development Department of the technical planning assistance approved by the legislature. A letter of interest was 

provided to DLCD shortly thereafter and in July 2018 the Community Development Department was notified that 

the City had been identified as a potential recipient of funding.  

 

The memorandum of understanding describes project objectives and major deliverables. Since State funding requires 

that a final product be completed by June 30, 2019, the scope of work outlines a discrete set of tasks in order to 

accommodate the shortened timeframe. The primary objective of the project is to evaluate and suggest changes to 

the city’s land use ordinance as well as consider other potential tools that would result in the development of multi-

family housing. The consultant will present their final recommendations to a joint meeting of the Planning 

Commission and Housing and Human Services Commission, and also at a separate meeting before the City Council.  

 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

 

The project must be completed efficiently because funding is available for only one year. Therefore, DLCD 

has contracted directly with a land use consultant that specializes in the specified products described in the MOU. 

This relieves the City of Ashland from the burden of selecting a consultant and managing a grant. 

 

There is no “match” requirement for the City of Ashland. Staff time will be necessary to support the development of 

the draft implementation strategy, prepare agendas and compile meeting materials for public meetings before the 

Housing and Human Service Commission, Planning Commission and City Council. It is anticipated that over the 

projected timeline for the project (November 2018 through June 2019), a few hours of staff time per week will be 

directed to perform project oversight, which can be accommodated without the need for additional staff. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the memorandum of understanding between the City of Ashland and Oregon 

Department of Land Conservation and Development. 

 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Oregon Dept. of Land Conservation and 

Development and the City of Ashland. 

 

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Memorandum of Understanding between the Oregon Dept. of Land Conservation and Development 

and the City of Ashland 














	Council Communication
	Memorandum of Understanding between the Oregon Dept. of Land Conservation and Developmentand the City of Ashland

