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Council Business Meeting 
May 21, 2019 

Agenda Item ITB – Chemicals for Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants 

From 
Paula Brown, PE 
Greg Hunter 
David Gies 

Public Works Director 
Water Treatment Plant Supervisor 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor 

Contact 
paula.brown@ashland.or.us           541-552-2411 
greg.hunter@ashland.or.us             541-488-5345  
david.gies@ashland.or.us               541-552-2335 

SUMMARY 

Chemicals are required to maintain consistent water quality at the Water Treatment Plant and for compliance 

with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements at the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant.  Approving the 2019-2021 biennium public contract awards for these chemicals will allow 

the City’s Water Treatment Plant Supervisor and Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor to procure the 

chemicals required to maintain consistent plant operations. 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 
City Council Goals: 

 Goal 1:   Develop current and long-term budgetary resilience 

- Continue to improve the budget process: transparency, rigor, innovation, community 

involvement, and collaboration 

      Goal 2:   Analyze City departments/programs to gain efficiencies, reduce costs and improve services 

- Implement a cost recovery plan and analysis for each department that coincides with the annual 

review of fees and charges and revenues 

 Goal 3: Enhance and improve transparency & communication 

 Maintain Essential Services 

Department Goals: 

• Maintain existing infrastructure to meet regulatory requirements and minimize life-cycle costs 

• Maintain and improve infrastructure that enhances the economic vitality of the community 

• Evaluate all city infrastructure regarding planning management and financial resources 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

The previous public contracts awarded for these chemicals resulting from an ITB were approved by the City 

Council on June 6, 2017 for a term that began July 1, 2017 and will end on June 30, 2019. 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A formal competitive sealed bid (Invitation to Bid or ITB) is facilitated each biennium to procure chemicals 

that are used at the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants because the total cost for these chemicals exceeds 

$100,000.00.   

Ten (10) bids were received and individual contracts for each of the eight (8) chemicals will be awarded to the 

lowest responsible and responsive bidders. The ITB allows multiple contracts to be awarded and public 

contracts will be awarded to five (5) of the bidders for one or more chemicals. The term for these public 

contracts will begin on July 1, 2019 and end on June 30, 2021.  
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In accordance with AMC 2.50.080(C), the City Council acting as the Local Contract Review Board is 

required to approve the award of public contract(s) resulting from a formal competitive sealed bid.   

The bid tab is attached for your review. 

The City’s intent is to award chemical contracts to the lowest responsive and responsible bidders as follows: 

Water Treatment Plant Bidder 
Cost Estimate 

FY 2020 

Cost Estimate 

FY 2021 

Chemical #1 
SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE 12.5%+ LOW 

SALT, FILTERED 

Cascade Columbia 

Distribution Co. 
$39,060.00 $39,960.00 

Chemical #2 

CYTEC SUPERFLOC C-573 

FLOCCULANT –OR- NORTHSTAR MOE 

106 PWG FLOCCULANT (No Substitution) 

Northstar Chemical $13,440.00 $13,440.00 

Chemical #3 
CYTEC SUPERFLOC N-300 LMW 

FLOCCULANT (No Substitution) 
Univar USA, Inc. $3,480.00 $3,780.00 

Chemical #4 
SODA ASH, DENSE, FREE FLOWING – Or 

Equivalent 

Cascade Columbia 

Distribution Co. 
$32,940.00 $34,425.00 

Chemical #5 

SODIUM CARBONATE 

PEROXYHYDRATE, FREE FLOWING – 

“GREENCLEAN” Or Equivalent 

Helena Agri-Enterprises 

LLC 

$8,640.00 to 

$25,920.00 

$8,640.00 to 

$25,920.00  

 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Bidder 
Cost Estimate 

FY 2020 

Cost Estimate 

FY 2021 

Chemical #6 SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE 12.5% 
Cascade Columbia 

Distribution Co. 
$5,859.00 $5,994.00 

Chemical #7 CITRIC ACID (50 Lb. Bags) Univar USA, Inc. $4,850.00 $5,100.00 

Chemical #8 ALUMINUM SULFATE Eco Services $88,544.88 $88,544.88 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

Funds are budgeted each fiscal year for chemicals. 

Water Treatment Plant FY 2020 - $223,000.00 FY 2021 - $223,000.00 

Wastewater Treatment Plant FY 2020 - $140,000.00 FY 2021 - $145,000.00 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends public contracts be awarded for these chemicals as outlined above and in attachment 1. 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

1. I move to approve the public contract awards for chemicals to be used at the Water Treatment and 

Wastewater Treatment Plants.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: ITB #2019-101 Bid Tab for Chemicals for Water & Wastewater Treatment Plants 
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