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Council Business Meeting 
May 7, 2019 

Agenda Item Approval of Grant Award from Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation 

From Michael D’Orazi Fire Chief 

Contact michael.dorazi@ashland.or.us        541-552-2217 

SUMMARY 

Ashland Fire & Rescue applied to the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation for a grant to pay for replacement of 

our aging and unreliable thermal imaging cameras.  We were notified that we had been awarded the grant and are 

seeking approval from the City Council to accept this award of $20,156.00 for the purchase of four thermal imaging 

cameras. 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

Goal 23. Support innovative programs that protect the community. 

Goal 28.5. Identify and apply for grant opportunities. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

N/A 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A Thermal Imaging Camera (TIC) detects infrared energy or heat and translates these levels into a visible image. All 

objects have a certain temperature and emit energy waves known as infrared radiation. Hot objects omit more waves 

than cooler objects. A TIC can translate these waves into images without any light, allowing Firefighters to have a 

clear picture of a smoked filled room even in total darkness. TIC’s have multiple functions for fire departments. Of 

all the operations in which a TIC can improve firefighting efforts, this technology has the most dramatic impact 

when searching for victims caught in a building fire. Imagine having to search the room you are currently in, in total 

darkness. Without a thermal imager, firefighters have to search rooms in a burning building by crawling on their 

hands and knees and feeling their way through blinding smoke to find trapped victims. Recovery rates in these 

operations are low, since firefighters are forced to rely on physical contact alone to locate victims. The sooner a 

person is removed from the toxic smoke the better their chance of survival. Firefighters using TIC’s can see through 

the smoke and darkness, which enables them to quickly navigate and identify victims.  

Firefighters can also utilize Thermal Imagers to obtain early information about the fire when they first arrive. The 

TIC provides valuable information to fire attack crews, which previously wasn’t available due to poor visibility. 

Utilizing the images from the camera, the crew can find their way and attack the heart of the fire. Structural integrity 

of the building can also be assessed, helping firefighters remain safe and identify alternate escape routes if needed. 

After the fire is out, firefighters overhaul the area of the fire to ensure that there are no hidden fires or smoldering 

materials that could cause the fire to reignite. Thermal Imagers identify these hot spots quickly and efficiently, 

helping minimize the risk of a rekindle, ultimately reducing property damage. At motor vehicle crashes, the Thermal 

Imagers have been used to help verify the number of victims by the trace of heat left on the vehicle’s seat.  At night, 

a Thermal Imager can be used to look for individuals who were thrown from the vehicle or keep track of emergency 

responders working at the scene.  

With funding from this grant, Ashland Fire & Rescue would be able to purchase 4 thermal Imaging cameras to help 

firefighters see in environments with low or no visibility.  Not only will this increase our abilities during life rescue 

and fire suppression, it will also provide additional safety for the fire department personnel.  
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FISCAL IMPACTS 

There are no matching funds required for this grant. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval to accept this grant award. 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move to approve the grant award in the amount of $20,156.00 from the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation to 

Ashland Fire & Rescue for the purchase of four thermal imaging cameras and accessories. 

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Grant Application 
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