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Council Business Meeting 
January 21, 2020 

Agenda Item Adoption of a Jackson County Deadly Force Plan, Pursuant to SB 111 

From Tighe O’Meara Police Chief 

Contact tighe.omeara@ashland.or.us 

SUMMARY 

In February of 2019, the Council approved Jackson County’s Deadly Force Plan. Due to a procedural mistake, the 

District Attorney’s office was not able to fully execute the new plan and submit it to the state. That mistake has been 

rectified, but the Council needs to reapprove the City’s participation in the plan, so the County may file it with the 

State.  

The City of Ashland participates in a county-wide agreement to investigate police-involved deadly force situations 

pursuant to a proscribed set of best-practice rules. This is required by a law commonly known as the Senate Bill 111.  

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

N/A 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

The proposed Jackson County Deadly Force Plan was presented to Council and approved in February 2019.  

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

In 2007 Senate Bill 111, Chapter 842, Oregon Laws was enacted. “The Senate Bill 111,” as it is called, directs each 

county to create a deadly physical force board to review incidences of the use of deadly force by police officers. The 

purpose of this policy is not to subvert department policy, but rather to provide a framework for the consistent 

response to an officer’s use of deadly force, in a manner that treats the officer fairly, while promoting public 

confidence in the criminal justice system. The statutorily created review panel has recently updated the Jackson 

County Plan, and it is being brought before each of the cities’ governing bodies that employ police officers. 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

N/A 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Council agree that the City’s continued partnership in the plan is essential to 

ensure critical incidents are handled in the best manner possible. 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move that the Council authorize the City Administrator to sign the Jackson County Deadly Physical Force plan. 

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Jackson County Deadly Physical Force Plan 
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