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Impacts of Paint

Paints contain toxic substances that can
pollute any waterbody including Bear Creek
and the Rogue River. These substances
include heavy metals and suspended solids.

Effects of paint include:

e Irritating, clogging, or destroying the
gills of fish.

e Poisoning animals and plants.

e Contaminating soil and groundwater (if
discharged onto land).

e Preventing light from entering the water,
making it difficult for animals to find
food and for aquatic plants to get energy
through photosynthesis.

Protecting Storm Drains

Storm drain systems do not treat water
before it is discharged directly into
streams and rivers.

Water and oﬁ:.«w materials flow into catchbasins

W.W.EE out intoa
—  creek, river loke,
- logoon or ocean.

—

Clean Up Do's

Use latex paint or other less toxic
alternatives when possible.

Allow paint solids in used paint solvents to
settle. Pour off the clear solvent and reuse.

Dispose of solvents and unused paint at a
permitted hazardous waste management
facility.

Pour latex cleanup water down an inside
drain that is connected to the sanitary
sewer.

Use the least toxic cleanup solvent
available.

Left-over latex paints can be solidified and
taken to the landfill or the latex paint can
be dried in the sun on wood or plastic, then
disposed of at the landfill or in the trash.

Clean Up Don'ts!

Don’t pour oil-based or latex paint
or clean-up materials onto the
ground. Groundwater resources
need to be protected.

Don’t clean paint equipment or
pour paint into storm drains,
ditches, street gutters, catch basins,
dry wells, local creeks, wetlands, or
other waterways.

Don’t put liquid paint, solvent, or
clean-up waste in garbage cans or
dumpsters.

Don’t pour oil-based paints or
solvents down sanitary sewers or
storm drains.




