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The Ashland Watershed

Ashland, Oregon

About the Watershed

The Ashland Watershed contains the municipal
water supply for the city of Ashland, Oregon and is
jointly managed by the city and the U.S. Forest
Service, one of only a few such partnerships in the
country. Within the Watershed are historical sites
such as the Winburn property, as well as many
threatened or endangered species such as the
Northern Spotted Owl, Pacific Fisher, and the Mt.
Ashland Lupine. The Watershed lies within the
Siskiyou Mountains, which are generally considered
to be the most ecologically diverse forested area in
the country.

The Watershed is protected by a partnership
between the City of Ashland and other stakeholders
through community partnerships, the Ashland
Forest Resiliency (AFR) and the Ashland Forest
Lands Commission (AFLC).

Recreation

Because of sensitive fire, flood, and water quality
concerns in the Ashland Watershed, please observe
recreational rules:

\V Bike only on marked trails

\ Hike only on marked trails

v Swim only in designated areas of Ashland Creek
X No camping
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Facts & Figures

- Watershed size: ~14,000 acres

- City elevation: 1,959 ft

« Mt. Ashland elevation: 7,533 ft

« Average precipitation, lower watershed: 20”

« Average precipitation, Mt. Ashland: 60”

- City population: ~22,000 in 2010

- City average max. temperature, Jul: 78.3° F

- City average max. temperature, Dec: 46.1° F

- Soil type: granitic, highly erosive

- Common native wildlife: cougar, black-tailed deer,
black bear, bobcat, screech owl, coyote, fox, rabbit
- Common native flora: ponderosa pine, madrone,
Douglas fir, oaks, lupine, Henderson’s horkelia

« Major fires: 1901, 1910, 1959, 2009 and 2010

« Major floods: 1964, 1974, and 1997

Can You Find?

» Madrone Trees
« Winburn Parcel
« Pacific Crest Trail (PCT)
« Bear

» Pine Trees

» Spotted Owl

« Fir Trees

« Rabbit

- Kayakers

« Four Corners

» Peace sign
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