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pr e 2010 A Year of Firsts for Ashland CERT
RESPONSE TEAM
One of the most rewarding aspects of my job as the CERT Coordinator is

January 2011 observing the tremendous achievements of Ashland CERT volunteers.
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CERT Financials department and to the community.

CERT one of the most successful first firefighter rehab mission.
programs in the country.
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. support of Ashland Fire & Rescue with JCSAR.
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Calendar of Events

Ashland CERT had a great 2010 despite some significant challenges
beginning with the departure of Lucy Edwards, the previous coordinator,
and Heidi Gottlieb, the program assistant. Lucy and Heidi were
instrumental in maintaining a team of well trained and ready volunteers
and their departure had a significant impact on the organization.

Next Meeting Dates:

General Meeting:
January 12, Fire Station 1

Leadership Meeting:

January 26, Fire Station 1 However, with challenges come opportunities and CERT volunteers rose

to the occasion. While the program transitioned to a new coordinator,

Both meetings start at 6:30 CERT volunteers did a tremendous job conducting the Spring basic

with doors open at 6:00 PM. training, maintaining the program, and helping me become more familiar
with Ashland CERT.

@ FEMA ’}}1 For several years Ashland CERT conducted a visioning process during

m o which the goals of educating and motivating the community, training and
Wi P e developing members, and advancing the organization were established.

f RR&‘EOIYC 5%})1? The CERT Leadership Team resolved in 2010 to accomplish these goals
IS ca _Y m : by increasing basic training attendance, partnering with schools and
e businesses, introducing a refresher course, conducting routine exercises,
and enhancing the CERT bases.

Many of the methods to achieve the visioning goals have been
implemented or are on the horizon so the program is making meaningful
progress toward achieving the visioning goals.

See 2010 continued on page 2
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2010 A Year of Firsts for Ashland CERT (continued)

In addition to mobilizing for the worst fire in Ashland's recent history, Ashland CERT held a disaster
preparedness workshop, conducted its first basic training on campus at Southern Oregon University,
and participated in its first search and rescue missions through an assistance agreement with Jackson
County Search and Rescue (JCSAR).

CERT's handling of firefighter rehab was discussed for several
years but never implemented. As a result of the Oak Knoll Fire,
CERT's responsibility for firefighter rehab will be incorporated into
Ashland Fire & Rescue’s operation plans and preparations for CERT
to execute "post disaster recovery" and victim rehab missions are
underway.

I am particularly proud of the working relationship Ashland
CERT has created with JCSAR thanks to the efforts of Leadership
Team member Dan Ragen. The relationship with JCSAR benefits
both organizations and may prove instrumental during a disaster.

In particular, Ashland CERT executes missions more often which
hones our skills and makes us better prepared while contributing to
the safety of our community. JCSAR receives trained responders with knowledge of the community who
bolster its manpower when it matters most; during the opening hours of a search.

CERT Mobilized for the Oak Knoll Fire

The new relationship with Southern Oregon University has given Ashland CERT the opportunity to
help a high density and high risk area of our community become better prepared while bolstering the
number of volunteers available to Ashland CERT during disasters.

Finally, Ashland CERT is preparing to deliver its first CERT Refresher Course in February (see story
below). This training will expand on and reinforce the readiness of our current volunteers and should
prove rewarding for attendees.

This is a great time to be a member of Ashland CERT. We are at the cusp of becoming fully
integrated into Ashland Fire & Rescue’s operations, and I look forward to working with all of you in

2011.

Don’t Miss The Refresher Training February 26!

As many of you are aware,
Ashland CERT will conduct
its first refresher training
course on February 26, 2011
at the Grove in Ashland from
9 AM to 2 PM.

NOTE: YOU MUST REGISTER
FOR THIS CLASS

The refresher course will
provide previous CERT basic
training graduates an
opportunity to review the

hands-on skills they learned
during the basic course.

Students will review fire
safety and suppression, triage,
search & rescue, phone tree
activations and CERT mission
plans.

Limited classroom
curriculum will be offered as
the class is primarily focused
on refreshing CERT member’s
practical skills.

All students attending
CERT refresher training must

Richard Randleman

have previously completed a
CERT basic course.

The course will be
conducted in The Grove gym
so inclement weather will not
interfere with the training.
Refreshments will be
provided.

To register, contact Terri
Eubanks by calling her at
541-552-2242 or email her at

eubankst@ashland.or.us
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CERT 2011 Calendar of Events

January 2011

February 2011

March 2011

General Meeting January 12
(phone tree training)
Leadership Meeting January 26

SOU Basic Training Tue-Thu, Feb 1-24
General Meeting February 9
(guest speaker)

CERT Semi-Annual Phone Tree Test
Leadership Meeting February 23
Refresher Training Course Feb 26

General Meeting March 9
(Shelter Management Training-LIMIT 20)
Advanced / Leadership Training Mar 11-13
Leadership Meeting March 23

April 2011

May 2011

June 2011

National Volunteer Week April 10-16
General Meeting April 13
(basic training final exercise prep)
CERT Spring Basic Training April 15-23
Awards and Graduation event April 27
(basic graduation in lieu of leader meeting)

Base Bike Ride May 7
General Meeting May 11
(Fire Fighter / Victim Rehab and
Fire Evacuation Training)
Leadership Meeting May 25

General Meeting June 8
(Post Disaster Recovery Training)
Leadership Meeting Jun 22

July 2011

August 2011

September 2011

Support of 4™ of July in the Park
General Meeting July 13
(guest speaker)
Leadership Meeting July 27

General Meeting August 10
(Search & Rescue Mission Training)
CERT Semi-Annual Phone Tree Test
Leadership Meeting August 24

National Preparedness Month
General Meeting September 14
(Disaster Preparedness Training)
Leadership Meeting September 21
CERT Fall Basic Training 9/23 - 10/1

October 2011

November 2011

December 2011

General Meeting October 12
(quest speaker)
Leadership Meeting October 26

General Meeting Nov 9
CERT Refresher Training
Leadership Planning Meeting November 23

CERT Year in Review / Awards Event
No General Meeting
Holiday Season Training Stand Down
No Leadership Meeting

Ashland CERT
455 Siskiyou Boulevard
Ashland, OR 97520

TO:




