
 

                                           HISTORIC COMMISSION MEETING 

                                                                       AGENDA-AMENDED 
                                                                     July 10, 2019 at 5:00 PM 

 

I. 5:00PM - SITE VISIT– Commissioners are invited to 1068 E. Main for a tour of the Historic home 
under construction. 

 
II. 6:00PM - REGULAR MEETING – CALL TO ORDER:  SISKIYOU ROOM in the Community 

Development/Engineering Services Building, located at 51 Winburn Way. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Historic Commission regular meeting of June 5, 2019 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM:  Business from the audience not included on the agenda. (Total time allowed for 
Public Forum is 15 minutes. Speakers are limited to 5 minutes or less, depending on the number of 
individuals wishing to speak.) 

 
V. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT:  

Rich Rosenthal 
 

VI. PLANNING ACTION REVIEW:  
PLANNING ACTION:  PA-T1-2019-00064 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  176 Harrison 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Richard Anderson 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Site Design Review approval for a second dwelling unit and Solar Setback 
Exception to construct a two-story garage with the residential unit on the second story. The application also 
includes a Tree Removal Permit to remove a 25-inch Modesto Ash that is causing damage to the foundation 
and causing cracking in the walls of the residence. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, 

Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09DB; TAX LOT: 1900. 
 
PLANNING ACTION:  PA-T2-2019-00010 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  185-197 Lithia Way 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Randy Jones/First Place Partners, LLC 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Site Design Review approval to construct a new mixed-use building on Lots 
#2 and #3 of the First Place subdivision at 185-197 Lithia Way, on the corner of Lithia Way and First Street.  
The proposal includes consolidation of the two lots and construction of a 32,191 square foot, three-story 
mixed-use building consisting of basement parking, ground floor commercial, and 34 residential units 
distributed between the ground, second and third floors to serve as Oregon Shakespeare Festival artist 
housing.  The application includes requests to modify the common area landscaping and parking configuration 
to better accommodate the proposal, and Exceptions to the Site Development and Design Standards’ 
Downtown Design Standards to allow for balconies on the front of the building and windows that are more 
horizontal than vertical.  (A nearly identical proposal - but with only 15 residential units - was approved in 2015 
but has subsequently expired.  Phase One, a three-story 18,577 square foot mixed-use building (Plaza West) 
consisting of basement parking, commercial and residential space on the first floor and residential space on 
the second and third floors was completed on the adjacent property at 175 Lithia Way in 2015 and currently 
houses Pony Espresso and the Washington Federal bank.)    COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION:  
Commercial; ZONING: C-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP #: 391E09BA; TAX LOT: 10102 & 10103 

 
 

 



 
 
 
VII. NEW ITEMS:  

 Review board schedule. 

 Project assignments for planning actions. 
 
VIII. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 MAP Project discussion and final vote. 
       

 
IX. COMMISSION ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: 

 
X. OLD BUSINESS:  

                
XI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 



ASHLAND HISTORIC COMMISSION 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
 June 5, 2019  
 

Community Development/Engineering Services Building – 51 Winburn Way – Siskiyou Room 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Shostrom called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm in the Siskiyou Room at the Community Development and Engineering 
Offices located at 51 Winburn Way, Ashland OR 97520. 
 

Please note:  Items on the agenda are in order of presentation.  This was a special meeting including a site 
visit that started at 3:45pm.  

   
Commissioners Present: Council Liaison: 

Skibby Rich Rosenthal -Absent 

Whitford Staff Present: 

Shostrom Fotini Kaufman; Planning Dept. 

Emery Regan Trapp; Secretary 

Swink  

Von Chamier  

Commissioners Absent: Babin 

 Hovenkamp 

 Giordano –Absent for meeting only 

 
           NEW ITEMS:  

 Review board schedule 

 Project assignments for planning actions – The planning action for Laurel Street did not get assigned. 

 Historic Preservation Week wrap up – There was nothing to discuss.   

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Whitford motioned to approve minutes for May 8, 2019.  Swink seconded.  Voice vote. ALL AYES. Motion 
passed.  Von Chamier abstained. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Lithia Park Master Plan  
o Michael Black, Parks and Recreation Director addressed the Commission regarding the Lithia 

Park Master Plan.  Some of the recommendations discussed were: 
 Move all non- historic structures out of the flood plain.   
 Condsidering a redesign of vehicular access by re-moving the parking closest to the 

creek and replacing with spots up farther near the rose garden.  This would 
accommodate multi-use for biking, walking and driving.  

 Considering moving the current parks offices back to the historic Community House to 
provide additional space for public meetings and rentals.   

 Repairing the Butler-Perozzi fountain.   
 

 July meeting – Scheduled for July 3rd 
o The decision was to keep the regular meeting as scheduled.   

 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC FORUM:   

 Mark Brouillard, owner of 159 Helman, addressed the Commission regarding the project at 160 Helman 
Street.  He read a letter aloud to be placed on the Historic Commission record.  (See exhibit A) 

 Huelz Gutcheon, residing at 2253 Hwy 99, Ashland, expressed his interest in applying for the Community 
Development Director position.  Mr. Gutcheon spoke about the “New Look of Ashland” in regards to solar 
panels and electric cars.   

 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT:   
Rosenthal was absent so no report was given. 

 
PLANNING ACTION REVIEW:  
PLANNING ACTION:  PA-T2-2019-00009 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  158, 160, 166 and 166 ½ North Laurel Street 

 OWNER/APPLICANT:  Laurel Cottages, LLC/Kim Locklin & Vadim Agakhanov  
 DESCRIPTION:  A request for Site Design Review approval to allow the construction of a 924 square foot duplex 

at the rear of the property, the conversion of 372 square feet of a 704 square foot garage into an apartment, 
and the creation of a duplex from the existing single-family residence for the property located at 158, 160, 166 
and 166 ½ North Laurel Street.  There are currently four units on the property including one studio; the proposal 
would add four units including one new unit in the existing house fronting on Laurel, a 372 square foot apartment 
in the garage, and two units in the duplex.  The application also includes a request for a Conditional Use Permit 
to exceed the maximum permitted floor area (MPFA) in a historic district by 24.8 percent. (The MPFA for the 
property is 4,888 square feet.  The existing floor area on the property is approximately 5,175 square feet, and 
as proposed the site would have 6,099 square feet of floor area.)  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: 
High Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-3; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 04CC; TAX LOT: 3400. 

 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact indicated by the Commission.   
 
Kaufman gave the staff report for PA-T2-2019-00009. 
 
Kim Locklin, owner, residing at 262 B Street, and, Amy Gunter, applicant’s representative, of Rogue Planning 
and Development, 33 N. Central Suite 213, Medford, addressed the Commission regarding the project.  Gunter 
noted that an error had been made and the amended materials, stamped May 10, 2019 did not make it into the 
Historic Commission packets.   
 
Shostrom opened the discussion to the Commission for their comments. 
 
Mark Brouillard, owner at 159 Helman, addressed the Commission regarding this planning action.  He stated 
the city made the alley worse by covering the decomposed granite with other material.  He would like to see the 
alley restored to decomposed granite only and have the city maintain it.   
 
The Commission discussed siding, window trim and types, sliding doors vs center swing doors, and adding 
windows to both south and north side elevations.    
 
Shostrom motioned to approve PA-T2-2019-00009 with recommendations. Whitford seconded.  Voice vote.  
ALL AYES. Motion passed.  

 
Recommendations 

 Siding should be smooth hardy plank with 5” or less exposure (AMC 18.4.2.050.C.2.c).  
 Window trim should be for corner boards 4 ½ -5 ½ inches, casing 4-4 ½ inches, head 5 1/2 

inches with sill and apron (AMC 18.4.2.050.C.2.g).  
 Replace sliders with swinging full glass doors (AMC 18.4.2.050.B.11). 
 Window trim should be off-white, putty colored or colored, and windows should have no simulated 

divided lights (AMC 18.4.2.050.C.2 & 18.4.2.030.E). 
 Single, double-hung windows or pair of double-hung windows should be added symmetrically for 

each bedroom on south and north side elevations (18.4.2.050.B.7).  



           
COMMISSION ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: 
There were no items to discuss. 
 

            OLD BUSINESS: 
           There were no items to discuss.   

Review Board Schedule 

June 6th Terry, Keith, Beverly 

June 13th Terry, Tom, Piper 

June 20th Terry, Sam, Bill 

June 27th Terry, Ellen, Dale 

July 11th Terry, Keith, Bill 

 
Project Assignments for Planning Actions 

PA-2017-00235   114 Granite/ 9 Nutley  – Work has started  Shostrom 

PA-2017-00200   165 Water – Extension to PA submitted  ALL 

PA-2017-01294   128 Central– Work has started    Emery & Swink 

PA- 2017-02005    533 Fairview(aka 100 Union) Work has started   Emery 

PA-2017-02351/ 00026   549 E. Main – Permit issued, work started   Swink & Emery 

  PA-T1-2018-00023   75 Lithia Way   Von Chamier & Babin 

  PA-T1-2018-00029   128/130 Bush Street – Permit issued   Hovenkamp & Whitford 

  PA-T1-2018-00033   160 Helman – No building permit   Shostrom 

  PA-T1-2018-00038   111 Bush – No building permit   Whitford 

  PA-T1-2019-00050   346 Scenic Drive   Emery 

  PA-T1-2019-00052   533 Rock   Babin 

  PA-T2-2019-00009   158, 160, 166 and 166 ½ North Laurel Street   No one assigned 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
Next meeting is scheduled July 3, 2019 at 6:00pm 

There being no other items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:05pm 
Respectfully submitted by Regan Trapp 
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Planning Department, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541-488-5305   Fax: 541-552-2050   www.ashland.or.us   TTY: 1-800-735-2900 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
 

PLANNING ACTION:   PA-T1-2019-00064 
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 176 Harrison 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Richard Anderson 
DESCRIPTION: A request for Site Design Review approval for a second dwelling unit and Solar Setback Exception to 
construct a two-story garage with the residential unit on the second story. The application also includes a Tree Removal 
Permit to remove a 25-inch Modesto Ash that is causing damage to the foundation and causing cracking in the walls of the 
residence. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 09DB; TAX LOT: 1900. 
 

 NOTE: The Ashland Tree Commission will review this Planning Action on Monday, July 8, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community Development and 
Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way. The Ashland Historic Commission will also review this Planning Action 
on Wednesday, July 10, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community Development and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 
Winburn Way.  

 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION:  June 26, 2019 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:  July 10, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ashland Planning Division Staff has received a complete application for the property noted above. 
 

Any affected property owner or resident has a right to submit written comments to the City of Ashland Planning Division, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, 
Oregon 97520 prior to 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date shown above.  
 

Ashland Planning Division Staff determine if a Land Use application is complete within 30 days of submittal.  Upon determination of completeness, a notice is sent to 
surrounding properties within 200 feet of the property submitting application which allows for a 14 day comment period.  After the comment period and not more than 
45 days from the application being deemed complete, the Planning Division Staff shall make a final decision on the application.  A notice of decision is mailed to the same 
properties within 5 days of decision.  An appeal to the Planning Commission of the Planning Division Staff’s decision must be made in writing to the Ashland Planning 
Division within 12 days from the date of the mailing of final decision.  (AMC 18.5.1.050.G) 

 

The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, by letter, 
or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of appeal to the Land Use Board of 
Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right of appeal to LUBA on that criterion. Failure 
of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient specificity to allow this Department to respond to the 
issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court.   
 

A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be provided at 
reasonable cost, if requested.  All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Division, Community Development & Engineering Services Building, 51 Winburn Way, 
Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
 

If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact Fotini Kaufman at 541-488-5305.   

http://www.ashland.or.us/
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SITE DESIGN AND USE STANDARDS   
18.5.2.050  
 
The following criteria shall be used to approve or deny an application: 
A.  Underlying Zone: The proposal complies with all of the applicable provisions of the underlying zone (part 18.2), including but not limited to: building and 

yard setbacks, lot area and dimensions, density and floor area, lot coverage, building height, building orientation, architecture, and other applicable 
standards.  

B.  Overlay Zones: The proposal complies with applicable overlay zone requirements (part 18.3).  
C.  Site Development and Design Standards: The proposal complies with the applicable Site Development and Design Standards of part 18.4, except as 

provided by subsection E, below.  
D.  City Facilities: The proposal complies with the applicable standards in section 18.4.6 Public Facilities and that adequate capacity of City facilities for 

water, sewer, electricity, urban storm drainage, paved access to and throughout the property and adequate transportation can and will be provided to the 
subject property. 

E. Exception to the Site Development and Design Standards. The approval authority may approve exceptions to the Site Development and Design 
Standards of part 18.4 if the circumstances in either subsection 1 or 2, below, are found to exist. 
1. There is a demonstrable difficulty meeting the specific requirements of the Site Development and Design Standards due to a unique or unusual 

aspect of an existing structure or the proposed use of a site; and approval of the exception will not substantially negatively impact adjacent 
properties; and approval of the exception is consistent with the stated purpose of the Site Development and Design; and the exception requested is 
the minimum which would alleviate the difficulty.; or 

2. There is no demonstrable difficulty in meeting the specific requirements, but granting the exception will result in a design that equally or better 
achieves the stated purpose of the Site Development and Design Standards.  

 
EXCEPTION TO SOLAR SETBACKS 
18.4.8.020.C  
 
C.  Exceptions and Variances. Requests to depart from section 18.4.8.030 Solar Setbacks are subject to 18.4.8.020.C.1 Exception to the Solar Setback, 

below. Deviations from the standards in section 18.4.8.050 Solar Orientation Standards are subject to subsection 18.5.2.050.E Exception to the Site 
Development and Design Standards. 
1. Solar Setback Exception. The approval authority through a Type I review pursuant to section 18.5.1.050 may approve exceptions to the standards 

in 18.4.8.030 Solar Setbacks if the requirements in subsection a, below, are met and the circumstances in subsection b, below, are found to exist.   

a. That the owner or owners of all property to be shaded sign, and record with the County Clerk on the affected properties' deed, a release form 

supplied by the City containing all of  the following information. 

i. The signatures of all owners or registered leaseholders holding an interest in the property in question. 

ii. A statement that the waiver applies only to the specific building or buildings to which the waiver is granted. 

iii. A statement that the solar access guaranteed by this section is waived for that particular structure and the City is held harmless for any 

damages resulting from the waiver. 

iv. A description and drawing of the shading which would occur. 

b. The approval authority finds all of the following criteria are met. 

i. The exception does not preclude the reasonable use of solar energy (i.e., passive and active solar energy systems) on the site by future 

habitable buildings. 

ii. The exception does not diminish any substantial solar access which benefits a passive or active solar energy system used by a habitable 

structure on an adjacent lot. 

iii. There are unique or unusual circumstances that apply to this site which do not typically apply elsewhere. 

 

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 
18.5.7.040.B  
 
1. Hazard Tree. A Hazard Tree Removal Permit shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets all of the following criteria, or can 

be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The applicant must demonstrate that the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or 

property) or a foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated 
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. See definition of hazard tree in part 18.6. 

b. The City may require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each hazard tree pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation requirements shall 
be a condition of approval of the permit. 

2. Tree That is Not a Hazard. A Tree Removal Permit for a tree that is not a hazard shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application 
meets all of the following criteria, or can be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The tree is proposed for removal in order to permit the application to be consistent with other applicable Land Use Ordinance requirements and 

standards, including but not limited to applicable Site Development and Design Standards in part 18.4 and Physical and Environmental Constraints 
in part 18.10. 

b. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or 
existing windbreaks. 

c. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on the tree densities, sizes, canopies, and species diversity within 200 feet of the 
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subject property. The City shall grant an exception to this criterion when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable 
alternative exists to allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone.  

d. Nothing in this section shall require that the residential density to be reduced below the permitted density allowed by the zone. In making this 
determination, the City may consider alternative site plans or placement of structures of alternate landscaping designs that would lessen the impact 
on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with the other provisions of this ordinance.  

e. The City shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree granted approval pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation 
requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit. 
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Planning Department, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541-488-5305   Fax: 541-552-2050   www.ashland.or.us   TTY: 1-800-735-2900 

 

RE-NOTICE 

PLANNING ACTION:   PA-T2-2019-00010 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  185-197 Lithia Way 
OWNER/APPLICANT:    Randy Jones/First Place Partners, LLC 
DESCRIPTION:    A request for Site Design Review approval to construct a new mixed-use building on Lots #2 and #3 
of the First Place subdivision at 185-197 Lithia Way, on the corner of Lithia Way and First Street.  The proposal includes 
consolidation of the two lots and construction of a 32,191 square foot, three-story mixed-use building consisting of basement 
parking, ground floor commercial, and 34 residential units distributed between the ground, second and third floors to serve as 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival artist housing.  The application includes requests to modify the common area landscaping and 
parking configuration to better accommodate the proposal, and Exceptions to the Site Development and Design Standards’ 
Downtown Design Standards to allow for balconies on the front of the building and windows that are more horizontal than 
vertical.  (A nearly identical proposal - but with only 15 residential units - was approved in 2015 but has subsequently expired.  
Phase One, a three-story 18,577 square foot mixed-use building (Plaza West) consisting of basement parking, commercial 
and residential space on the first floor and residential space on the second and third floors was completed on the adjacent 
property at 175 Lithia Way in 2015 and currently houses Pony Espresso and the Washington Federal bank.)    
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION:  Commercial; ZONING: C-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP #: 391E09BA; TAX LOT: 
10102 & 10103 
 
NOTE: The Ashland Tree Commission will also review this Planning Action on Monday, July 8, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community Development 

and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   
 
NOTE: The Ashland Historic Commission will also review this Planning Action on Wednesday, July 10, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community 

Development and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   

 
ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: Tuesday July 9, 2019 at 7:00 PM, Ashland Civic Center, 
1175 East Main Street 

 

Notice is hereby given that a PUBLIC HEARING on the following request with respect to the ASHLAND LAND USE ORDINANCE will be held before the ASHLAND PLANNING 
COMMISSION on meeting date shown above. The meeting will be at the ASHLAND CIVIC CENTER, 1175 East Main Street, Ashland, Oregon. 
The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, either in 
person or by letter, or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of appeal to the Land 
Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right of appeal to LUBA on that criterion. 
Failure of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient specificity to allow this Commission to respond to the 
issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court. 
A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be provided at 
reasonable cost, if requested.  A copy of the Staff Report will be available for inspection seven days prior to the hearing and will be provided at reasonable cost, if requested.  
All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Department, Community Development and Engineering Services, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
During the Public Hearing, the Chair shall allow testimony from the applicant and those in attendance concerning this request.  The Chair shall have the right to limit the length 
of testimony and require that comments be restricted to the applicable criteria.  Unless there is a continuance, if a participant so requests before the conclusion of the hearing, 
the record shall remain open for at least seven days after the hearing.  
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Administrator’s office at 541-488-
6002 (TTY phone number 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the 
meeting. (28 CFR 35.102.-35.104 ADA Title I).   If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact Derek Severson, 541-488-5305.   

http://www.ashland.or.us/
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 SITE DESIGN AND USE STANDARDS   
18.5.2.050  
 
The following criteria shall be used to approve or deny an application: 
A.  Underlying Zone: The proposal complies with all of the applicable provisions of the underlying zone (part 18.2), including but not limited to: building and 

yard setbacks, lot area and dimensions, density and floor area, lot coverage, building height, building orientation, architecture, and other applicable 
standards.  

B.  Overlay Zones: The proposal complies with applicable overlay zone requirements (part 18.3).  
C.  Site Development and Design Standards: The proposal complies with the applicable Site Development and Design Standards of part 18.4, except as 

provided by subsection E, below.  
D.  City Facilities: The proposal complies with the applicable standards in section 18.4.6 Public Facilities and that adequate capacity of City facilities for 

water, sewer, electricity, urban storm drainage, paved access to and throughout the property and adequate transportation can and will be provided to the 
subject property. 

E. Exception to the Site Development and Design Standards. The approval authority may approve exceptions to the Site Development and Design 
Standards of part 18.4 if the circumstances in either subsection 1 or 2, below, are found to exist. 
1. There is a demonstrable difficulty meeting the specific requirements of the Site Development and Design Standards due to a unique or unusual 

aspect of an existing structure or the proposed use of a site; and approval of the exception will not substantially negatively impact adjacent 
properties; and approval of the exception is consistent with the stated purpose of the Site Development and Design; and the exception requested is 
the minimum which would alleviate the difficulty.; or 

2. There is no demonstrable difficulty in meeting the specific requirements, but granting the exception will result in a design that equally or better 
achieves the stated purpose of the Site Development and Design Standards.  

 
 

 



















































































































































PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS FOR PLANNING ACTIONS  
July 2019 

 

 
PA-2017-00235   114 Granite/ 9 Nutley  – Work has started  Shostrom 

PA-2017-00200   165 Water – Extension to PA submitted  ALL 

PA-2017-01294   128 Central– Work has started    Emery & Swink 

PA- 2017-02005    533 Fairview(aka 100 Union) Work has started   Emery 

PA-2017-02351/ 00026   549 E. Main – Permit issued, work started   Swink & Emery 

  PA-T1-2018-00023   75 Lithia Way   Von Chamier & Babin 

  PA-T1-2018-00029   128/130 Bush Street – Permit issued   Hovenkamp & Whitford 

  PA-T1-2018-00033   160 Helman – No building permit   Shostrom 

  PA-T1-2018-00038   111 Bush – No building permit   Whitford 

  PA-T1-2019-00050   346 Scenic Drive   Emery 

  PA-T1-2019-00052   533 Rock   Babin 

  PA-T2-2019-00009   158, 160, 166 and 166 ½ North Laurel Street   No one assigned 

 
 



*Call 541-488-5305 to verify there are items on the agenda to review 

 

July 2019 

 
 
 
 

Ashland Historic Review Board Schedule   
Meet at 3:00pm, Lithia Room* 

  
 

July 11th Terry, Keith, Bill 

July 18th Terry 

July 25th Terry 

August 1st Terry 

August 8th Terry 
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Request for Proposal   

From Masterwork Plaques for 

Plaques/Medallions to serve as Historic Markers  

       

Project Background  

The City of Ashland has a rich and diverse history which is not easily discernable on the current city 
landscape. The Public Arts Commission and the Historic Commission, in partnership (the MAP Project 
team), have developed an historic site marker project, Marking Ashland Places (MAP), to provide a 
connection to the history of Ashland on today’s landscape. 
 
Site markers, in the form of bronze plaques or medallions will focus on the important places, events or 
people connected with the development of the four historic districts within the city. These site markers 
will contain short narratives, with artistic representation of the historical significance of the site. 
 
Attached to this RFP are the following:  

 Site Map of the Historic Railroad District identifying the locations of each medallion/plaque site. 
 Short narratives on the historical significance of each site to be incorporated within the design 

of each site-specific medallion/plaque 
 Additional historic background of each site – supplied for additional understanding on the 

significance of each site, not plaque content 
 Historical photos of the original buildings, people, or events to be artistically represented as 

images within the medallion/plaque design 
 A URL linking the location to the city’s historical story map website   
 Schematic drawings illustrating the basic concepts for each medallion/plaque are included as a 

suggestion 
 
The deadline for receipt of Proposal is (30 days from issue). Project will be awarded (50 days from 
issue). 
 
Scope of Work 
The MAP Project team is seeking a proposal from Masterwork Plaques to design and fabricate five (5) 
original, artistic site markers in the form of cast bronze medallions or plaques to be installed (wet-set 
into new concrete sidewalks) at five (5) locations within Ashland’s Historic Railroad District.  
 
The City of Ashland Public Works Department will be responsible for installation of each medallion. 
 
Description of Product 
Each medallion or plaque should provide, by use of visual imagery and narrative in sculptural relief, a 
visual depiction of the history of each site. Additionally, the medallions or plaques should: 

 be 24” diameter or 24” square depending on graphic composition  
 utilize common design features  
 be visually engaging to visitors, 
 be fabricated of chemically-patinaed bronze, 
 be considerate of visitor safety, and 
 ADA compliant. 
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Submittal Process 

Artists must prepare a complete Project Proposal [outlined below] and submit as a single PDF in the 

following order: 

 Letter of Interest [Required]: A letter, not to exceed one (1) page in length, outlining your 
interest in this project, a description of your experience in comparable projects and a statement 
of approach. Letter must include address, email and cell phone number. 

 Professional Resume [Required]: A resume not to exceed two (2) pages.  
 Images [Required]. A maximum of ten (10) images of prior relevant projects. Each image must 

be numbered and include title, date and location of installation, dimensions, materials used, 
final cost, name of fabricator and the project intent of each piece. 

 Professional References [Required]: a list of three (3) references familiar with your work and 
working methods. The list must include email addresses and telephone numbers. 

 Statement of Proposed Scope of Work to include: 
o expectations for MAP Team involvement, 
o additional information required from MAP team, 
o number of design concepts provided to MAP team, 
o number of design revisions available to MAP team, 
o product specifications including size, thickness, material and finish of medallions/plaques, 
o approximate timeline from date of contract to delivery of product in Ashland, and 
o Total budget, not to exceed $ 17,000, for all phases of design, fabrication, shipping and 

insurance to the City of Ashland.  
          

As noted above, the entire Proposal must be submitted electronically as a single PDF attachment to 
the following email address: Fotini.Kaufman@ashland.or.us. The Proposal deadline is 5 pm (30 days 
from date of issue). 
 
For questions, please call Fotini Kaufman, Associate Planner, City of Ashland at 541.552.2044 or email 
her at Fotini.Kaufman@ashland.or.us. 
 
The City of Ashland is under no obligation to award a contract for the project described above. 
 













"Marking Ashland Places" Historic Markers --- 
Contract/RFP text 
by Peter Finkle
This draft received initial approval by committee on March 21, 2019

#1 Title: Ashland Train Station & Roundhouse
Location of marker: Railroad Park (with focus on the impact of the coming of the 
railroad on Ashland)
Short narrative: Completion of the railroad in the 1880s changed Ashland from an 
isolated community to a commercial and cultural hub for Southern Oregon.  [138 
characters, including spaces]

History of site:
*Founded in 1852, Ashland was isolated due to transportation limitations (basically 
stagecoach, wagon or walking) until the coming of the railroad in the 1880's.
*Ashland's railroad connection north to Portland (in 1884) and south to San 
Francisco (in 1887) led to a boom in local population, agriculture and industry.
*On December 17, 1887, very near this spot, Southern Pacific (SP) railroad's Vice 
President Charles Crocker used a silver hammer to drive a "Golden Spike" 
celebrating the completion of railroads around the entire circumference of the 
United States.  You will find a plaque here in Railroad Park commemorating the 
Golden Spike.
*With its location just north of the imposing Siskiyou Mountains, Ashland became a 
division point for SP, with railroad maintenance and repair yards and many railroad 
employees.  Near this spot was a train engine turntable to change the direction the 
engine would travel.  The turntable was in front of the roundhouse, a huge curved 
maintenance shed that held ten train engines or cars. 
*Ashland was also a meal stop for passengers, which introduced thousands of 
people to Ashland each week.  Ashland business people marketed to the passengers 
with a booth showcasing local agricultural and manufactured products.
*The depot had a gazebo extolling the virtues of and featuring samples of Lithia 
water.  It was slightly larger than the existing Lithia water gazebo in Lithia Park.
*SP bought land from Lindsay Applegate and created the Railroad District. It was 
filled with boarding houses and small homes for railroad workers.  New commercial 
streets were created on A Street and 4th Street to rival the "old" downtown Plaza and 
Main Street commercial areas.
*From 1887 until 1927, up to five trains each way stopped daily in Ashland.
*In 1927, SP rerouted long-distance trains away from Ashland to Klamath Falls and 
moved most of their railroad workers out of Ashland.  The Railroad District went 
into a slump for decades. 

#2 Title: Ashland Depot Hotel Kitchen
Location of marker: historic depot building at 5th & A Streets (with focus on the 
Ashland Depot Hotel exterior and dining room)



Short narrative: This building was the kitchen for the spacious Depot Hotel dining 
room, where 200 train passengers could eat all at once during a 30-minute stop.  
[144 characters, including spaces]
History of site:
*The huge Depot Hotel, with 40 sleeping rooms, opened in 1888.  Since most 
passenger trains had only a 30-minute stop in Ashland, its spacious dining room was 
able to seat and feed 200 people all at once. 
*The Ashland Depot building you see here was all that was left after the hotel was 
torn down in 1937.  It was moved to this spot across the street from its original 
location in 1990, thanks to the efforts of history-lover and railroad district resident 
Jim Lewis.  To give you an idea of the size of the original hotel, this building was only 
the kitchen and storage room for the Ashland Depot Hotel restaurant.
*Ashland children, especially young boys, were drawn to the depot like a magnet.  
First, there were trains and excitement.  Perhaps more important, boys would sell 
backyard fruit in small baskets to train passengers and make some spending money.

#3 Title: 4th Street Fire Station 
Location of marker: 264 4th Street
Short narrative: This 1908 building was the second fire station in Ashland.  It also 
held a jail space to deal with hobos who came on the trains.  [127 characters, 
including spaces]

History of site:
*With the coming of the railroad and the expansion of Ashland into the Railroad 
District, there was a need for a second fire station in addition to the original one 
downtown.  
*The Ashland Hose Company No. 2 station was built in 1908, made of the new 
construction material called rockfaced hollow concrete block.
*The station was built next to a Livery Stable and Feed Store.  Until Ashland citizens 
approved the purchase of the town's first motorized fire truck in 1913, the 
volunteer firemen borrowed horses from the Livery Stable next door when needed 
to pull their hose wagon.  If no horses were available, power to pull the wagon 
shifted from horse-power back to human-power!
*A jail cell was added to the fire station to deal with the Railroad District's drunk 
and hobo problems.  With the trains came the hobos, traveling for free up and down 
the West Coast, bothering Ashland residents by begging and stealing.  
*At times, in order to prevent stealing, police gave hobos the option of a free meal 
and free lodging in the jail in exchange for a promise to leave town on the next 
morning's train. 
*The old gas pump was installed in 1920, a few years after Ashland bought its first 
gasoline powered fire truck.
*The building became Haskins Garage in 1935, which was a fixture in the Railroad 
District for decades until Archie Haskins' death in 1976.  
*The building was lovingly restored by new owners Bill Welch and Darlene Beckett 
in 2008, the 100th anniversary of the historic fire station.



#4 Title: Ashland's Chinatown 
Location of marker: the corner of A and 2nd Streets (with focus on Wah Chung's 
family and the Chinese presence in Ashland)
Short narrative: The Ashland Chinese community was active in railroad work, with 
only the Wah Chung (Mr. Wong) family fully participating in the wider Ashland 
community.  [152 characters, including spaces]

History of site:
*Ashland's best-known Chinese citizen was Wah Chung.  Americans called him Wah 
Chung after his business name: Wah Chung & Company.  His birth name was Wong 
Quon Sue, or Mr. Wong.
*An estimated 2,000 Chinese laborers helped build the railroad tracks across the 
Siskiyou Mountains.  Only a few dozen seem to have stayed in the Ashland area after 
railroad construction was completed in December 1887.  They maintained the train 
tracks for Southern Pacific, worked as cooks and waiters at the Ashland Depot Hotel, 
ran a laundry, provided Chinese medicines for Ashland Chinese and Americans, and 
more.
*For at least 42 years, Mr. Wong hired, fed and took care of Chinese workers as a 
labor contractor for Southern Pacific railroad. 
*Mr. Wong, his wife and two children lived in a two-story house near the corner of A 
and 2nd Streets. His two-story Chinese grocery store was next door at 282 A Street.  
He also owned rental property, a building that held a Chinese laundry, and at one 
time he ran a restaurant at 82 North Main Street.
*The family grew Chinese green beans (1' to 2 ½' long), Chinese cucumbers and 
American vegetables in their garden, and also had a pond where they raised fish.
*Most local Chinese lived around 2nd Street and A Street, though an 1898 Sanborn 
map and a 1901 newspaper article both also described a "Chinatown" across the 
railroad tracks from Mr. Wong's house.  
*The Wong family children Jennie and Sammy attended Ashland public schools.
*Mr. Wong seems to have been able to adeptly balance the Chinese and American 
cultures.  Despite strong anti-Chinese sentiment and discrimination in Oregon, he 
was able to befriend and gain the trust of the powerful families and institutions of 
Ashland.  As leading Ashland businessman Henry Enders said: "Wah Chung was a 
perfect gentleman…everybody trusted him."  Mr. Wong and his wife mixed socially 
with wealthy business people in town, and he did things like drive his patriotically 
decorated car in Ashland 4th of July parades.
*The Chinese New Year was a big event for the town of Ashland.  With food and 
fireworks, the annual celebration centered around Mr. Wong's store and home.
*Connection with China: Mr. Wong was born in Chun Lock Village in China's coastal 
Taishan county, Guangdong province.  Chelsea Rose, staff archeologist at SOULA 
(Southern Oregon University Laboratory of Anthropology) has learned that not only 
Mr. Wong (Wah Chung), but also most of Ashland's Chinese residents in the late 
1800's and early 1900's, were from this same village cluster in China.



#5 Title: Natatorium and Twin Plunges 
Location of marker: the corner of A and 1st Streets 
Short narrative: The Natatorium and Twin Plunges provided recreation, exercise 
and a gathering place for generations of Ashlanders. [114 characters, including 
spaces]

History of site:
*The Natatorium, opened in 1909, was a massive swimming and recreation center 
for the people of Ashland.  The huge 100' by 200' building contained two pools fed 
by mineral hot springs at the site, one for men and one for women.
*The Natatorium was intended to become a community recreation center.  In 
addition to the two pools, it had a maple wood floor covering the water storage tank 
that served as a dance hall and skating rink.  There was a balcony surrounding the 
pools had seating for 500 people to watch and socialize.
*The Natatorium was one of three places in Ashland people could "take the waters," 
which may be why it closed in 1919.  Jackson Hot Springs just north of town had 
been founded in 1862 (and is still going strong as Jackson Wellsprings) and the 
Helman Baths was opened in 1886 (and operated until 1956).
*The huge Natatorium building was torn down in the late 1920's.  However, the two 
pools remained, waiting for a new life.
*In 1931 William Briggs, an attorney in Ashland, bought the property from the 
county for the bargain price of $500.  He resurfaced the pools, built bath houses, and 
opened Twin Plunges (named for the two pools) on June 26, 1931.  
*The last owners of Twin Plunges were Al and Edith Willstatter, who bought the 
property in 1966.  They tried to make it a place for everyone in the community.  In 
addition to summer recreation, the Willstatter's "pioneered programs in swimming 
for the handicapped, Mother-and-Child Learn to Swim Sessions, scuba and skin 
diving, water exercise classes and even a kayak training grounds."
*Twin Plunges finally closed in 1977.
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