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TREE COMMISSION AGENDA 

May 9, 2019 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the Community Development and Engineering Services Building 
located at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A.  Approval of April 4, 2019 regular meeting minutes.   
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Council Liaison  

 Parks & Recreation Liaison  

 Community Development Liaison  
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Open to guests. 

 
 
V. TYPE I REVIEWS 
 

PLANNING ACTION:   PA-T1-2019-00057  
SUBJECT PROPERTIES: 126 Fork St. (formally 170 Fork) 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Rogue Planning and Development /Adderson Builders, Inc. 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Physical and Environmental Constraint permit for the 
construction of a new single-family residential home on a property that has slopes that exceed 25%. The 
application also includes a request to remove a 23-inch DBH, 65-foot tall Ponderosa Pine tree. The tree 
was previously identified for tree removal when the original building envelope was created in 2001 which 
showed the tree within the buildable area of the site. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-1.75; MAP: 39 1E 
09BC; TAX LOT: 7805 
 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00058     
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  303-349 Ravenwood Place 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Ravenwood HOA / Rosemary Murphree  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove three (3) trees, 1-Cedar 
and 2-Pine, each approximately forty feet in height. The cedar is suspected to have root rot, and the two 
pine trees have ‘sequoia pitch moth infestations’ and possible beetle infestation as well. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09BD; TAX LOT: 11300   
 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00059  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  485 Waterline Rd. 
OWNERS:   Gary Lee Gamble 
APPLICANTS:   Canopy LLC 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a large healthy Douglas 
fir tree measuring approximately 25” DBH and 50’ tall. The tree has been identified as a fire hazard by the 
Ashland Fire Department during a Firewise community assessment and recommended for removal. 
Pruning to meet the Firewise standards would necessitate the removal of roughly 40% of the crown which 
is likely to be detrimental to the health and aesthetics of the tree. The water department has concerns 
about a number of utility lines that are onsite, the applicant shall call for Locates and contact Steve Walker 
in the Water Dept. if any work is occurring in proximity to waterlines, including stump grinding. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density Residential; ZONING: RR-.5; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 16 BA; TAX LOT: 701   
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PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00062  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  495 Chestnut St 
OWNERS:   Tudor Heights HOA 
APPLICANTS:   Canopy LLC 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a birch tree in the 
common area of the Tudor Heights HOA on Chestnut St. The subject tree, a Betula pendula, is 
approximately 15-inches DBH. The tree appears to be in decline as evidenced by a significant amount of 
dead wood in the crown most likely caused by bronze birch borer. Also of concern is a large actively 
decaying cavity at the base of the tree. The arborist concludes that this tree should be considered an 
increasing safety concerns and removal is recommended. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 05 DB; TAX LOT: 60000   
 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00063  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  514 Siskiyou Blvd. 
OWNERS:   Jesse Repp, Trustee for the Repp Joint Trust 
APPLICANTS:   Same 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove two mature Mulberry 
trees. Both are approximately 120 years old and are located in the side and rear of the property. The side 
yard tree has lost two very large branches last year that fell across the sidewalk and did substantial 
damage to a guest vehicle on Union St. as well as causing damage to the fence. The two remaining large 
branches have rot and weeping occurring where they meet the trunk. The tree had been cabled by a 
previous owner and those cables are now compromised and are no longer supporting the remaining 
branches over Union St. and the yard. The owner has concerns about these branches falling. The tree in 
the back yard has many large dead branches and sections of ‘rot’ have been filled with a concrete type 
filler. The applicant states that Mulberries typically do not grow past 75-100 years and that these are both 
past their useful life. The applicant intends to mitigate the side yard tree with a native shade tree of a 
species yet to be determined. There are no plans to mitigate the tree in the rear of the lot  due to other 
existing landscaping. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 09 BD; TAX LOT: 7600   
 
 

VI. TYPE II REVIEWS 
NONE 
 
 

VII. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
 

Note: The following two removal permits were considered at the 4/4/19 meeting, where the 
applicants were not represented. Following the recommendation to deny the removal permits both 
applicants were contacted and wanted the commission to reconsider their applications. 
 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00055 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  119 N. Third St.  
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Michael Hoyt  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 
six-inch diameter Acer / Maple tree at 119 Third St.  The applicant is proposing to remove the Maple tree 
out of concern that at maturity, it will be in conflict with overhead power lines, and proposes to replace it 
with a tree less likely to be in conflict with overhead lines, a Paperbark Maple. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09BA; TAX LOT: 3700   
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PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00057 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  820 C Street 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: John Sanders/All Concrete & Hooper Springs  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 
15-inch diameter Acer / Maple tree at 820 C St.  The application notes that this street tree is lifting and 
damaging the sidewalk. The concrete has previously been ground down approximately four years ago. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09AC; TAX LOT: 9700   

 
 

PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00060  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  526 N Mountain Ave 
APPLICANT:   Electric Department / Dave Tygerson 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one trees from the Park 
Row at the intersection of North Mountain Ave and Hersey St. The Electric Department will be installing 
a high voltage primary cable storage vault. The vault location is required to safely access and maintain 
underground power circuits originating from the Mt. Ave Substation. The vault is needed to accommodate 
the reconstruction pavement upgrades currently being done by the city of Ashland Public Works 
Department. The existing tree is becoming a conflict with overhead powerlines, and the Electric 
Department proposes to mitigate with a powerline friendly tree after the vault is installed. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-5; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 04 DD; TAX LOT: 400  (Adjacent to) 

 
 
VIII. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
 Continue discussion re: Process efficiency adjustments with Public Works 

o Ad Hoc subcommittee 
o 287 4th Street as an example workflow 

 
PLANNING ACTION:   N/A – No formal permit submitted.   
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  287 Fourth St. 
OWNERS   James Brisco 
APPLICANT:   Public Works 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove four or possibly 
five trees from the tree wells along the A street and 4th Street frontages. The four of the trees have caused 
significant damage to the sidewalk including pushing the curb into the Right-of-Way. The applicant has 
not responded to mailed notifications. In an effort to expedite the trees eventual removal the city is 
preemptively bringing this application before the Tree Commission for their recommendation. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: E-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09 
AB; TAX LOT: 9700  (Adjacent to) 
 
 The Annual Oregon Urban and Community Forestry Conference 

o Peter Baughman & Mike Oxendine 

 
 Tree of the Year story map update – Photos and Blurb. 

 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT                           

 
Next Meeting:  June 6, 2019 

 



 
TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

April 4, 2019 
 

Tree Commissioners:  Parks Liaison 

Christopher John Peter Baughman  

Asa Cates   

Cat Gould Staff Present: 

Eric Simpson  Aaron Anderson 

Russell Neff   

Council Liaison  

Steven Jensen   
 

I. CALL TO ORDER   
Chair Christopher John called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the Community 
Development and Engineering Services Building located at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Cates/Neff m/s to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2019 regular meeting.  Voice vote:  All AYES. 
Motion passed.   
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 
Council Liaison Jensen gave updated report from Council. Items discussed were: 

 City budget process. 

 Community Center. 
 
Parks & Recreation Liaison Baughman gave updated report from parks.  Items discussed were: 

 Arbor Day. 

 County Forestry Award. 

 Climbing competition on May 11th in the morning. 
 
Community Development Liaison Anderson had nothing to report.   

 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  

 Larry Cooper, resident at 259 B Street addressed the Commission regarding revisiting the 
language of the land use ordinance.  He would like to see something done about the Parks 
exemption from tree removal.   

 Julie Norman, residing at 596 Helman, addressed the Commission regarding heritage trees.  
(This was later on in the meeting but part of the “public forum”) The Friends of Lithia Park 
would like to designate the 12 fir trees (Lithia Park) as Ashland Heritage Trees.  (See Exhibit A, 
attached) 

 
PUBLIC WORKS STREET TREE DISCUSSION 
The Commission discussed the process of sidewalk repair and street tree removal.  There was talk of 
possibly forming a sub-committee(Ad-hoc) or coming together for a study session to discuss the standards 
and process.   

 
 
V. TYPE I REVIEWS 
 

PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00052 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  172 Skidmore St 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Val Bachmayer  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 28-
to 30-inch diameter Catalpa tree at 172 Skidmore Street.  The project arborist indicates that the tree is a 
public safety hazard due to lifting the sidewalk to create a tripping hazard and dropping large branches 
and damaging parked vehicles. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: High Density Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-3; 



ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 05DD; TAX LOT: 1000  
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact indicated by the Commission. 
 
 
Anderson presented the staff report for TREE-2019-00052. 
 
Val Bachmayer, applicant and owner at 172 Skidmore, addressed the Commission regarding her tree 
removal request.  The arborist was not present.   
 
After a brief discussion, the Commission rendered their decision.  
 
Cates/Simpson m/s to approve TREE-2018-00052 with recommendation that the applicant mitigate 
with a tree from the approved planting list.  Voice vote:  All AYES, John, Cates, Simpson, Neff.  
NAY, Gould.  Motion passed. 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00054  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  434 B St. 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Larry Cooper 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a nuisance tree that has 
volunteered along the fence line along the alley. The applicant needs to make alterations and repairs to 
the fence and needs to remove the tree to further those development plans. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 09BA; TAX LOT: 6701 
  
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact indicated by the Commission. 
 
Anderson presented the staff report for TREE-2019-00054. 
 
Larry Cooper, applicant and resident at 434 B Street, addressed the Commission regarding his tree 
removal request.  He spoke about future development and that he needed approval quickly. 
 
After a brief discussion, the Commission rendered their decision.  
 
John/Neff m/s to approve TREE-2018-00054 as presented.  Voice vote:  All AYES. Motion passed. 
  

VI. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00053 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  323 Skycrest Dr. 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Susan Elson / Mario Vaden  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 
nine inch-diameter Acer / Maple tree at 323 Skycrest Dr.  The project arborist indicates that the tree 
suffered a sunburn resulting in an entire side of the tree missing bark and living cambrium, and further 
states that the tree appears to present a potential hazard that should continue to get worse as the tree 
ages. 
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact indicated by the Commission. 
 
Anderson presented the staff report for TREE-2019-00053. 
 
The applicant was not present. 
 
Gould explained that the tree failed a poke test and that it is dying.   
 
Gould/John m/s to approve TREE-2018-00053 as presented.  Voice vote:  All AYES. Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 



PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00055 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  119 N. Third St.  
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Michael Hoyt  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 
six-inch diameter Acer / Maple tree at 119 Third St.  The applicant is proposing to remove the Maple tree 
out of concern that at maturity, it will be in conflict with overhead power lines, and proposes to replace it 
with a tree less likely to be in conflict with overhead lines, a Paperbark Maple. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09BA; TAX LOT: 3700   
 
John recused himself due to conflict of interest. 
 
Anderson presented the staff report for TREE-2019-00055. 
 
The applicant was not present. 
 
After a brief discussion, the Commission rendered their decision.  
 
Neff/Simpson m/s to deny TREE-2018-00055.  Voice vote:  All AYES. Motion passed. 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2019-00057 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  820 C Street 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: John Sanders/All Concrete & Hooper Springs  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one approximately 
15-inch diameter Acer / Maple tree at 820 C St.  The application notes that this street tree is lifting and 
damaging the sidewalk.   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09AC; TAX LOT: 9700   
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact indicated by the Commission. 
 
Anderson presented the staff report for TREE-2019-00057. 
 
The applicant was not present.   
 
After a brief discussion, the Commission rendered their decision.  They would like the applicant to explore 
other options. 
 
Cates/Simpson m/s to deny TREE-2018-00057.  Voice vote:  All AYES. Motion passed. 
 

VII. DISCUSSION 
 Legal Memo re: Heritage Trees – This item was moved to the “public forum” section of the meeting. 
 Chairs Meeting re: Public Meetings Law Debrief 
 Council Presentation Debrief 

o The Council presentation was done in March.   
 Tree of the Year, Arbor Day and Earth Day Updates –  

o It was announced that the Sequoia, also known as, “Mama Bella” was the 2019 winner 
for Tree of the Year.   

o Gould, Cates, and John will be helping with the Earth Day festivities. The event will be on 
April 20th and run from 11am-4pm.   

 July 4th Alternate Meeting Date  
o The July 2019 meeting has been moved to July 8, 2019. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.  Anderson noted that the next scheduled meeting would be on 
Thursday, May 9th at 6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room.  Respectfully submitted by, Regan Trapp 
 
 



 
 

Friends of Lithia Park 
Julie Norman 4/4/2019 DRAFT 

 

Big Fir Data Analysis 
 
 

Survey of Douglas Firs in Lithia Park 
over Four Feet in Diameter 

 

Measurements were taken in Lithia Park illearly 2019 to determine where the biggest 

Douglas flrs were that meet the criteria of 48-inch dbh or larger. 
 

 

Results: Four trees were found over four feet in diameter, as follows: 
 

 

First Place: 

53" dbh Tree #1, the dominant tree, south end of heritage fir grove, 120-130 ft. tall 
 

 

Tie for Second Place: 

50" dbh Tree #12, north end of the heritage fir grove, 110 -125ft. tall 

50" dbh Tree north of the Upper Duck Pond, between sidewalk and Winburn Way 
 

 

Third Place: 

49" dbh Tree east of the upper-most parking lot, near Ashland Creek 
 

Surveyors: CertifiedArborist,  Mike Oxman and volunteers with  Friends of Lithia Park 

(Bryan Holley, Julie Norman, and Larry Cooper) 
 

 

Problem:  Tree #1, the frrst place winner, became threatened for its life on January 28, 

2019, when Ashland Parks Commissioners voted 3-2 to cut it down in order to expand 

and renovate the Japanese Garden.  Although the Japanese Garden Project was 

"suspended" for a year. (see Press Release by Parks Director Michael Black) for a 

"cooling off period," Tree #1 and Tree@ 2 (below) are still technically on Death Row. 
 
 
 

The Fir Grove's Tree #1 

(left) took First Place with a 

53 inch dbh. 

Both of these frrs are still 

threatened by the (3 to 2) vote 

by Parks Commissioners, 

which has yet to be rescinded. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

To:  Ashland Parks Commission & Ashland City Council 

Re: Friends of Lithia Park Petition Spring2019 

Please endorse the Ashland Heritage Tree designation 
for Lithia Park's legacy grove of 12 healthy Douglas fir trees, planted by local 

Boy Scouts in 1916 between the Japanese Garden and Sycamore Grove. 

This designation does not legally limit what can happen to these 12 fir trees. 

However it does acknowledge citizens' desire to protect them as living legacies. 

We treasure them for their beauty, their size, their ability to capture and store tons of 

carbon, and their role in 100 years of history in Ashland's world-class Lithia Park. 
 

NAME: 
 

1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 

 
7. 

 
8. 

 
9. 

 
10. 

 
11. 

 
12. 

 
13. 

 
14. 

 
15. 

 

ADDRESS: 
 

 

12 giant firs 

 

16. 
 

17. Details at 
 
 

18. tinyurl.com/FirGrove 



















































































































From: RAMSTAD Kristin * ODF <Kristin.Ramstad@oregon.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2019 11:29 AM 
Subject: Urban Forestry Conference in June!  
  
Hi everyone – 
Plans for The Annual Oregon Urban and Community Forestry Conference are again underway. Many 
of you may know the conference details from other emails, but I thought I would supply a gentle 
reminder to register while the early bird prices are still available. An easy link to the conference 
Eventbrite site is HERE. The conference will be held on June 6th, 2019, at the World  
 
Forestry Center in Portland. 
I would also like to formally invite you to an INFORMAL pre-conference social on the Wednesday 
night (June 5th) prior to the conference for conference attendees, presenters, sponsors, and OCT board 
directors. It will be held in a Portland historic building, and will cost $20/attendee. You can sign-up 
(RSVP) for the social when you register for the conference. (If you want to purchase your Pre-
conference Social ticket with separate funds, you should login a second time on the EventBrite site. 
You may also purchase a ticket for your significant other to attend with you.) 
 
Here is the list of the presentations: 

• A keynote presentation on The Six Critical Requirements for Healthy Urban Trees (Howard 
Stenn) 

• Parking Lot Trees- How Many Are Enough? (Anne Fenkner) 
• Tree-friendly Infrastructure, Infrastructure-friendly Trees (Keith Warren) 
• LIDA Facilities in Subdivisions - Making it All Work (Steve Adams, Kerry Rappold) 
• Limitations along Rights-of-Way and Alternate Systems (Stuart Greenberger) 
• Right tree right place - It's More than Just Looking Up(Robert Vanderhoof) 
• Working with Design-Build Teams to Accommodate Trees (Scott Baker) 
• Sandy Blvd Greenstreet - Creating Space for Trees (Steve Roeloff) 
• Lightning Rounds that will include information about boring under trees, creating inclusive and 

equitable urban forests, and 2 Portland case studies. (Ruth Williams, Rudy Roquemore, and Rick 
Faber) 

Questions, concerns…? Email me back. 
Hope to see you there! 
Thanks! 
Kristin 
Kristin Ramstad 
Manager, Urban and Community Forestry Assistance Program 
Phone: 503-945-7390 
Physical and mailing address: 
Urban Forestry Program 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
2600 State Street 
Salem, OR 97310 

mailto:Kristin.Ramstad@oregon.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-space-for-trees-designing-tree-friendly-infrastructure-for-oregon-communities-tickets-52692555853?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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