
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the 
Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).   

 

 
TREE COMMISSION AGENDA 

February 7, 2019 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER   
6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the Community Development and Engineering Services Building 
located at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

 
A.  Approval of January 14, 2019 special meeting minutes.   
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Council Liaison  

 Parks & Recreation Liaison  

 Community Development Liaison  
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Open to guests. 
 

V. TYPE I REVIEWS 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2018-00046    
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  495 Chestnut Street 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Tudor Heights Homeowners Association/Canopy LLC  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove three trees from 
the Tudor Heights property located at 495 Chestnut Street.  Tree #1 is an approximately 11-inch 
diameter multi-trunked Almond due the tree’s marked decline, large dead branches in its crown 
and stress cracks which an arborist indicates poses the potential for damage due to branch 
failure.  Tree #2 is an approximately eight-inch diameter Sweetgum which the arborist notes is 
near a larger Sweetgum.  Removal of the smaller tree is noted as benefitting the larger tree.  Tree 
#3 is a 14 ½-iinch diameter Scots Pine which the arborist indicates is in severe decline.   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 05DB; TAX LOT: 60000 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2018-00049 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  210 E. Hersey St. 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Matthew Bernard  
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove two birch trees 
which are noted as dying and posing a potential hazard from the Darex Corporation property at 
210 East Hersey Street.   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: E-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 
04CD; TAX LOT: 2000  
 

VI. TYPE II REVIEWS 
None. 
 

VII. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2018-00047     
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  281 Fourth Street 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Garfas/Quality Tree Service 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one 14-
inch Zelkova street tree that is lifting the sidewalk at 281 Fourth Street. 
 



 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the 
Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).   

 

PLANNING ACTION:   TREE-2018-00048     
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  44 North Second Street 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Trinity Episcopal Church/One Fine Day Garden Care 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove one 
approximately 9-inch diameter Ash street tree which is noted as having been severely topped, 
dying and missing many limbs. 
 

VIII. DISCUSSION 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR CALENDARS 
 
 2018 2nd Quarter Attendance Report 
 Tree of the Year Update 
 Tree City USA Update  
 March 19th Annual City Council Update (7:00 p.m.)  
 April 20th Rogue Valley Earth Day event tabling (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.) 
 April 26th Arbor Day/Week Activities  
 July 4th Alternate Meeting Date  
 SOU Outreach??? 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT                           

 
Next Meeting:  March 7, 2019 

 



APRC and Tree Commission Special Meeting 

January 14, 2019 

Lithia Park Japanese Style Garden 

Meeting opened at 2:02 PM 

Mike Gardiner volunteered to kick off the meeting with introductions starting with himself.  

In attendance: 

Tree Commissioners; (Chair) Chris John, Eric Simpson, Asa Cates, (not formally sworn in yet) Cat Gould, 

City of Ashland Planning Liaison Derek Severson, and City of Ashland Council Liaison Stephen Jensen. 

Parks Commissioners; (Chair) Mike Gardiner and Jim Lewis 

APRC Staff; (Director) Michael Black, (Superintendent) Mike Oxendine, and (Lithia Tech II) Spencer 

Godard.  

APRC Contractor and Garden Designer; Toru Tanaka 

Historic Commission; Dale Shostrom  

APRC Foundation; Jeff Mangum and Kathryn Thalden  

Approximately 14 members of the public.  

Michael Black - gave a brief description of the design process thus far for the garden and stated that this 

public meeting was the 6th or 7th meeting thus far and that there would be more coming as well.  

Toru Tanaka – made a comment that some trees should be removed because they are hollow and have 

many dead branches (general poor health). The design is such that there are no shortcuts through the 

garden, people will stay on the paths. This is because the compaction of soil is bad for the roots of the 

trees and in general the pathways create flow through the garden.  

Michael Black – Clarified that this meeting is especially pertinent because of the Tree Commission and 

encouraged the Tree Commission to come up front and ask any questions they might have as we walked 

around the garden.  

Asa Cates – Asked a question clarifying what the different flagging stapled to the trees represents. Toru 

responded that orange means to remove the tree and that green means to transplant and save. If the 

tree isn’t flagged, it means it is staying where it is and getting protected.  

The tour and garden design aspect of the meeting concluded and discussion about the two large Doug 

firs started.  

Toru – The trees are not healthy on the inside and the roots. The two proposed for removal are larger 

probably due to sun and water. They both appear leggy and they are leaning towards the garden. The 

lean and the roots on the surface mean the trees are week and could fall over. Doug Firs have extremely 

shallow root systems and will be more likely to fail.  



Question from the public directed to Toru – Are Doug Firs more sensitive to climate change than other 

native trees such as Jeffery Pine and Ponderosa Pine? Toru – maybe, these trees have 10 years life left 

and will be a problem for the next generation.  

Question from public – How old are these trees? Mike Gardiner answered that they were planted in 

1924 by the boy scouts.  

Question from Cat Gould – What is the plan to keep the bamboo from spreading? Toru answered root 

barrier and the wall. He also mentioned that people can manage it by staying on top of puling it out.  

Question from public – Would the removal of the trees benefit the garden by increasing the amount of 

light? Toru answered yes.  

Question from Chris John – Will the APRC be following the City of Ashland Guidelines for tree protection 

on this project? Michael Black answered yes Mike Oxendine will develop a plan for APRC to follow and 

advise on the project.  

Michael Black – Reminder that there is an opportunity for more public comment at the APRC Study 

Session meeting tonight at the Grove 5:30 PM  

There will also be an opportunity for public comment and input on January 24th at the Senior Center 

where APRC is hosting a listening session about the garden at 5:30 PM 

There is additional opportunity for input at the APRC Parks Commission meeting January 28th. This is the 

meeting where APRC hopes to vote to approve a plan.  

Question – What is the budget for maintenance of the garden once it is completed and where is it 

coming from? Michael Black answered that the budget is coming from a variety of sources that may 

include grants, admission to the garden, our current budget for expenses, volunteers, and that we are 

about 60% of the way to where we need to be with the maintenance budget.  

Toru – Can train the staff to maintain the garden in the traditional Japanese ways.  

Michael Black – Once the APRC staff are trained they will in turn be able to train others in the 

community including the volunteers.  

 

At this time the public portion of the meeting concluded and the Tree Commission deliberated amongst 

themselves for a few minutes and then re-opened the floor to public comments.  

The Tree Commission heard many comments both for and against removal of the large Doug Firs.  

Chris John made a motion that the Tree Commission formally recommend to the APRC Commission to 

preserve the two large Douglas Fir trees and explore different alternatives including a redesign of the 

Wall or location. He also recommended APRC adequately protect all of the other trees that are to be 

retained.    

Eric Simpson seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.  

Meeting concluded at 4:35 PM 
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Planning Department, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541-488-5305   Fax: 541-552-2050   www.ashland.or.us   TTY: 1-800-735-2900 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
 

PLANNING ACTION:  TREE-2018-00046  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  495 Chestnut Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Tudor Heights Homeowners Association/Canopy LLC 
DESCRIPTION:  A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove three trees from the Tudor Heights property 
located at 495 Chestnut Street. Tree #1 is an approximately 11-inch diameter multi-trunked Almond due the tree’s 
marked decline, large dead branches in its crown and stress cracks which an arborist indicates poses the potential 
for damage due to branch failure. Tree #2 is an approximately eight-inch diameter Sweetgum which the arborist 
notes is near a larger Sweetgum. Removal of the smaller tree is noted as benefitting the larger tree. Tree #3 is a 14 
½-iinch diameter Scots Pine which the arborist indicates is in severe decline. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
DESIGNATION: Low Density Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 05DB; TAX 
LOT: 60000. 
 

 NOTE: The Ashland Tree Commission will also review this Planning Action on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community 
Development and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   

 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION:  February 1, 2019 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:  February 15, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ashland Planning Division Staff has received a complete application for the property noted above. 
 

Any affected property owner or resident has a right to submit written comments to the City of Ashland Planning Division, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, 
Oregon 97520 prior to 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date shown above.  
 

Ashland Planning Division Staff determine if a Land Use application is complete within 30 days of submittal.  Upon determination of completeness, a notice is sent to 
surrounding properties within 200 feet of the property submitting application which allows for a 14 day comment period.  After the comment period and not more than 
45 days from the application being deemed complete, the Planning Division Staff shall make a final decision on the application.  A notice of decision is mailed to the same 
properties within 5 days of decision.  An appeal to the Planning Commission of the Planning Division Staff’s decision must be made in writing to the Ashland Planning 
Division within 12 days from the date of the mailing of final decision.  (AMC 18.5.1.050.G) 

 

The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, by letter, 
or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of appeal to the Land Use Board of 
Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right of appeal to LUBA on that criterion. Failure 
of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient specificity to allow this Department to respond to the 
issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court.   
 

A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be provided at 
reasonable cost, if requested.  All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Division, Community Development & Engineering Services Building, 51 Winburn Way, 
Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
 

If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact Derek Severson at 541-488-5305.   

http://www.ashland.or.us/
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TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 
18.5.7.040.B  
 
1. Hazard Tree. A Hazard Tree Removal Permit shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets all of the following criteria, or can 

be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The applicant must demonstrate that the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or 

property) or a foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated 
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. See definition of hazard tree in part 18.6. 

b. The City may require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each hazard tree pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation requirements shall 
be a condition of approval of the permit. 

2. Tree That is Not a Hazard. A Tree Removal Permit for a tree that is not a hazard shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application 
meets all of the following criteria, or can be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The tree is proposed for removal in order to permit the application to be consistent with other applicable Land Use Ordinance requirements and 

standards, including but not limited to applicable Site Development and Design Standards in part 18.4 and Physical and Environmental Constraints 
in part 18.10. 

b. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or 
existing windbreaks. 

c. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on the tree densities, sizes, canopies, and species diversity within 200 feet of the 
subject property. The City shall grant an exception to this criterion when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable 
alternative exists to allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone.  

d. Nothing in this section shall require that the residential density to be reduced below the permitted density allowed by the zone. In making this 
determination, the City may consider alternative site plans or placement of structures of alternate landscaping designs that would lessen the impact 
on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with the other provisions of this ordinance.  

e. The City shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree granted approval pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation 
requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit. 
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Planning Department, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541-488-5305   Fax: 541-552-2050   www.ashland.or.us   TTY: 1-800-735-2900 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
 

PLANNING ACTION:  TREE-2018-00049  
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  210 E. Hersey St. 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Matthew Bernard 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove two birch trees which are noted as dying and 
posing a potential hazard from the Darex Corporation property at 210 East Hersey Street. COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: E-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 04CD; TAX LOT: 2000. 
 

 NOTE: The Ashland Tree Commission will also review this Planning Action on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Community 
Development and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   

 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION:  February 1, 2019 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:  February 15, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ashland Planning Division Staff has received a complete application for the property noted above. 
 

Any affected property owner or resident has a right to submit written comments to the City of Ashland Planning Division, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, 
Oregon 97520 prior to 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date shown above.  
 

Ashland Planning Division Staff determine if a Land Use application is complete within 30 days of submittal.  Upon determination of completeness, a notice is sent to 
surrounding properties within 200 feet of the property submitting application which allows for a 14 day comment period.  After the comment period and not more than 
45 days from the application being deemed complete, the Planning Division Staff shall make a final decision on the application.  A notice of decision is mailed to the same 
properties within 5 days of decision.  An appeal to the Planning Commission of the Planning Division Staff’s decision must be made in writing to the Ashland Planning 
Division within 12 days from the date of the mailing of final decision.  (AMC 18.5.1.050.G) 

 

The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, by letter, 
or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of appeal to the Land Use Board of 
Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right of appeal to LUBA on that criterion. Failure 
of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient specificity to allow this Department to respond to the 
issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court.   
 

A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be provided at 
reasonable cost, if requested.  All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Division, Community Development & Engineering Services Building, 51 Winburn Way, 
Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
 

If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact Derek Severson at 541-488-5305.   

http://www.ashland.or.us/
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TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 
18.5.7.040.B  
 
1. Hazard Tree. A Hazard Tree Removal Permit shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets all of the following criteria, or can 

be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The applicant must demonstrate that the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or 

property) or a foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated 
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. See definition of hazard tree in part 18.6. 

b. The City may require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each hazard tree pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation requirements shall 
be a condition of approval of the permit. 

2. Tree That is Not a Hazard. A Tree Removal Permit for a tree that is not a hazard shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application 
meets all of the following criteria, or can be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The tree is proposed for removal in order to permit the application to be consistent with other applicable Land Use Ordinance requirements and 

standards, including but not limited to applicable Site Development and Design Standards in part 18.4 and Physical and Environmental Constraints 
in part 18.10. 

b. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or 
existing windbreaks. 

c. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on the tree densities, sizes, canopies, and species diversity within 200 feet of the 
subject property. The City shall grant an exception to this criterion when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable 
alternative exists to allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone.  

d. Nothing in this section shall require that the residential density to be reduced below the permitted density allowed by the zone. In making this 
determination, the City may consider alternative site plans or placement of structures of alternate landscaping designs that would lessen the impact 
on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with the other provisions of this ordinance.  

e. The City shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree granted approval pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation 
requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit. 

 





























MEETING John Oxendine Cates Neff Simpson
Jul-18 Present Absent Present Late
Aug-18 Present Present Absent Present
Sep-18 Present Present Present Present
Oct-18 Present Absent Present Present
Nov-18 Absent Present Present Present
Dec-18 Present Present Absent Present
ABSENCES 1 2 1 1 0
ATTENDANCE % 83.3 50 83.3 83.3 100

** Each advisory body should review member and report to the City Recorder approximately every six months.

* A member should provide at least 48‐hour notice to both the chair of the advisory body and the staff liaison any planned absences.

* Unexpected emergencies (absences) if possible, must notify the chair or staff liaison in a reasonable time in advance of the meeting.

Under the "new" rules…

* A person removed  for non-compliance with attendance requirements may be re-appointed through the normal appointment process. 

* All members are expected to attend all regularly scheduled meetings, study sessions and special meetings, when applicable.  
* All members must attend seventy‐five percent (75%) of the full advisory body’s noticed meetings in each full year of their tenure. 

Tree Commission Member Attendance Report July through December 2018
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