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TREE COMMISSION AGENDA 
April 5, 2018 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

6:00 p.m.  in the Siskiyou Room of the Community Development and Engineering Services 
Building located at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Approval of March 8, 2018 meeting minutes.   
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Council Liaison (None) 

 Parks & Recreation Liaison  

 Community Development Liaison 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Open to guests. 

 
V. TYPE I REVIEWS 

PLANNING ACTION:   PA‐2018‐00241           
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  114 Granite Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Mardi Mastain  
DESCRIPTION:   A  request  for  a  Tree  Removal  Permit  to  remove  a  27‐inch  DBH 
(diameter at breast height) Maple Tree  in the Northwest Corner of the property. This  is a 
modification to a previous planning approval (PA‐2017‐00235) that proposed to retain this 
tree. The application states the discovery of percolating water will require more excavation, 
further jeopardizing the health of the tree and presenting a foreseeable danger of property 
damage.   
(Note, this is a rehearing of an action.  Additional information has been filed) 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single‐Family Residential;  
ZONING: R‐1‐7.5; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09 BC; TAX LOT: 3401 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA‐2018‐00570         
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  255 Maple St 
OWNER:    Charlie Martz 
APPLICANT:    Canopy LLC           
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Non Hazardous tree removal of a 10‐inch diameter at 
breast height Scarlett Oak for the property at 255 Maple St. The application states that the 
tree is near power lines which have required repeated pruning into poor form.  The applicant 
would like to replace with a tree more appropriate for the location. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Health Care Services; ZONING: HC;  
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 05DB; TAX LOT: 500 
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VI. TYPE II REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA‐2018‐00429         
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  469 Russell Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  Laz Ayala /KDA Homes, LLC         
DESCRIPTION:   A request for Site Design Review approval to construct a new 11,296 
square  foot,  two‐story mixed‐use building at 469 Russell Street.   The 5,648 ground  floor 
space  is  to  be  used  for  corporate  offices  while  the  second  floor  will  consist  of  seven 
residential condominiums ranging in size from 482 to 834 square feet per unit.    
(Note, this is a review of the landscaping plan only, no tree removal permit has been filed) 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: E‐1;  
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09 AA; TAX LOT: 2802 
 

VII. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
  None 

 
VIII. DISCUSSION 

1. Arbor Day Update 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Next Meeting:  May 3, 2018 
 



 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior 
to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 
35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).   

 

 

TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 8, 2018 

 
Commissioners Present: Parks Liaison 

Christopher John Peter Baughman 

Mike Oxendine  

Asa Cates Staff Present: 

 Derek Severson 

  

Commissioners Absent:  

Neff  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

Commission Chair John called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou 
Room of the Community Development and Engineering Services Building located 
at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Oxendine/Cates m/s to approve the minutes of January 4, 2018 as presented.     
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Council Liaison (None) 

 Parks & Recreation Liaison Peter Baughman reported that he is working with 
Planning staff to renew the land use permit for Parks’ on-going maintenance 
of the creek corridor trees in Lithia Park. 

 Community Development Liaison Derek Severson reported that Nathan 
Emerson was absent due to family leave and should be back for the March 
meeting. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
None. 
 

V. TYPE I REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA- 2018-00024     
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 485 East Main Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Chris Hald       
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Tree Removal Permit to remove a tree on the 
property at 485 East Main Street that is currently lifting up and damaging the 
pavement in the parking lot.   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Commercial; ZONING: C-1; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 09 BD; TAX LOT: 600 
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Cates noted that he had made a site visit to the property. 
 
Severson gave a brief staff report explaining that the request was to remove a tree 

that growing in contact with the stair landing and lifting and damaging 

surrounding pavement, as illustrated in photos provided with the application, and 

the removal was requested to alleviate these issues.   

Property owner and applicant Chris Hald noted that the tree, an Ailanthus, was a 
volunteer that should have been removed previously and that it also drops 
branches on cars in the parking area.  Hald pointed out that the tree wraps around 
the landing by approximately four-inches.  Hald noted in response to a question 
from Commissioner John that there is little unpaved on the property where a 
mitigation tree could be planted.   
 
John/Oxendine m/s to approve the request.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion 
passed.   
 
 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA- 2017-02332      
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 164 & 172 Clear Creek Drive 
OWNER:  Kerry K. Kencairn Revocable Living Trust 
APPLICANT:  Magnolia Fine Homes, LLC  
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Site Design Review approval to construct two 
new three-story, attached wall, mixed-use buildings for the two properties located 
at 164 and 172 Clear Creek Drive.  The proposed buildings are 3,060 square feet 
each and would consist of ground floor commercial space with one upper level, 
two-bedroom residential condominium on each lot.  The application also includes 
a request for Exception to the Site Development and Design Standards to allow 
35.5 percent of the ground floor space to be dedicated to residential use (foyer 
and garage) where 35 percent is the maximum typically allowed.       
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: E-1; ASSESSOR’S 
MAP: 39 1E 09 BA; TAX LOT: 14706 & 14707 
 
Severson gave a brief staff report, noting that the application did not include a tree 
removal request and was presented only for any comments the Commission might have 
with regard to the proposed landscaping plan.   
 
No one was present on the applicant’s side to speak. 
 
Oxendine/John m/s to approve the application as submitted. Voice vote:  All 
AYES.  Motion passed.   
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PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2018-00095      
SUBJECT PROPERTY:   1068 East Main Street      
OWNER:  Marcel Verzeano Trust (Paulena E.C. Verzeano, trustee) 
APPLICANT:  KDA Homes, LLC       
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a 26–inch 
diameter-at-breast-height Douglas Fir tree from the property at 1068 East Main 
Street.  (This request modifies PA #2017-02134, the subdivision approval where 
the tree was previously identified to be preserved and protected as Tree #12.  The 
project arborist notes that the tree has a co-dominant leader with included bark 
which is causing an extremely weak connection at a point ten feet up the 60-foot 
tall tree, posing a hazard that the upper portion of the tree will split and fall.  The 
applicants would also like to discuss the requirement that Trees #1, #2, #7, #8 and 
#9 be fully enclosed with tree protection fencing and the East Main Driveway closed 
during construction, and request to utilize the driveway during work to move and 
remodel the existing house on the property.)   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: High Density, Multi-Family Residential; 
ZONING: R-3/Pedestrian Places Overlay; ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 09AD; TAX LOT 
#: 6800 and 6801. 

 
Applicant Mark Knox and Arborist Tom Madera explained the request, provided 
photos and emphasized that the driveway had been paved for a long time and 
they would like to use it during work to move and remodel the existing house, but 
not during the subdivision’s site work.   

 
Severson provided a staff report, noting that the Commission had initially 
reviewed this project at the Outline Plan stage, at which time the Commission 
recommended:  1) protection, watering and arborist supervision of work in 
TPZ’s; 2) that Trees #1, #2, #7, #8 and #9 be fully enclosed with tree protection 
fencing and the East Main Street driveway closed during construction; 3) That 
the applicant attempt to save Tree #14 (40-inch d.b.h. Douglas Fir) near the 
house; and 4) That the applicants attempt to save Tree #24 (24-inch d.b.h. Oak 
Tree), near Mountain Avenue at the corner.   
 
He further explained that the applicants came back at Final Plan with requests to 
modify the original decision to remove Trees #14 and #24 which they determined 
could not be preserved given the proposed construction in their vicinity.  There 
was no quorum on the Tree Commission to consider this request, and the Planning 
Commission ultimately approved the removal of these two trees. 
 
He noted that the current request has to do with a 26-inch d.b.h Douglas Fir 
previously identified as Tree #12.  While it was missed at the subdivision level, 
subsequent visits by the project arborist have noted that this tree has a co-
dominant leader with included bark causing an extremely weak connection 
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approximately ten feet up the 60-foot tall tree, and the applicants are requesting 
to be able to remove it for the hazard posed.  Severson distributed staff photos.   
 
In addition, at the subdivision level the Commission had recommended and the 
Planning Commission required that Trees #1, #2, #7, #8 and #9 be fully enclosed 
with tree protection fencing and the East Main Driveway closed during 
construction.  Staff has allowed individual protection of these trees and for the 
driveway to remain open during the house move given the logistics of circulating 
to move the house, but we have indicated once the house move is complete the 
trees need to be fully fenced and the driveway closed.  The applicants would like 
to further discuss this requirement with the Commission as closing the site’s only 
driveway poses some logistical complications during site development, and 
specifically would like to use the driveway during the house move by Doc 
Chapman and subsequent remodeling, but would then close the drive during site 
work for the subdivision improvements.     
 
Cates explained the basis of the recommendation to the applicants, and noted 
that Tree #18 also has a split top.   
 
All three Commissioners noted that in visiting the site they felt that the tree 
protection and signage looked good, and they appreciated seeing tree protection 
zones that extended well out from the trunks.  Knox noted that Madera had been 
on site supervising.   
 
John noted that with regard to the split top, a “U” has been shown to be 
significantly stronger than a “V” form, and in his professional opinion this form 
could be cabled.  He noted that Tree #13 has historically had Tree #12 and Tree#14 
nearby for protection in winds, and feels that the removal of #12 after #14 is 
removed would increase the danger to Tree #13.  He recommended that the tree 
be pruned and cabled to reduce the likelihood of the top splitting.  He further 
suggested that the use of the driveway during the house move and remodeling 
seemed like common sense.  Oxendine concurred with John’s assessment.  John 
emphasized that the project on the whole has done well with regard to the 
protection of significant trees.  Madera noted that he was still concerned that the 
included bark suggested a split was possible.   
 
Cates noted that a lot of the site’s trees have been removed and he would like to 
see some extra attention focused on Tree #13.  Madera noted that the stump of 
Tree #14 could be retained to avoid root disturbance to Tree #13.  He further 
noted that the house and foundation were being removed from its root zone, and 
that it was providing shade for the proposed open space and a buffer between the 
house and the greater subdivision development.  Cates questioned whether the 
tree protection fencing could be expanded to cover the full protection zone to 
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avoid storage of materials or other root zone soil compaction given that open 
space was proposed in this area.   Madera and Knox indicated that this was 
possible and they would work with the excavation contractor to see that this 
happened.    
 
John/Cates m/s to recommend that the hazard posed by Tree #12 could be 
mitigated with cabling and pruning by an arborist, rather than removal, and that 
it removal would adversely affect Tree #13.  The Commission further 
recommended that the use of the driveway be allowed as needed for work on 
the existing house, that the stump of Tree #14 be retained to avoid root 
disturbance to #13, and that the tree protection zone for Tree #13 be expanded 
once the house is moved to avoid storage of equipment and materials in the 
area.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.    
 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2018-00225    
SUBJECT PROPERTY:   438 Wightman Street (South of Shasta Hall/481 Stadium  
   Street, near the corner of Stadium and Ashland Streets).  
OWNER/APPLICANT: Southern Oregon University 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove four Leyland 
Cypress trees from the University property at 438 Wightman Street (south of 
Shasta Residence Hall at 481 Stadium Street, near the corner of Stadium & Ashland 
Streets).  The application explains that these trees have declined due to a 
combination of drought stress and Cypress Bark Beetles (Phloeosinus), and other 
dead cypress which were previously removed in the vicinity showed signs of beetle 
infestation.  (These trees were previously identified to be preserved and protected 
in PA #2011-01576, the North Campus Village project.)   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Southern Oregon University; ZONING: SO; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 10CD; TAX LOT #: 4200. 
 
Commissioner Oxendine recused himself as serving as the University’s arborist 

posed an actual conflict of interest in this matter.   

Severson provided a brief staff report, explaining that the removals were 

requested due to a combination of drought stress and the presence of cypress 

bark beetles.    Severson further noted that the application proposes to create a 

long planting bed in this location to accommodate the planting of mitigation trees 

(and other specimens).  He explained that the University adopts a Master Plan in 

cooperation with the City Council which is then adopted by the city ordinance 

every ten years.  The current master plan, which was modified with the dorm 

construction a few years ago, identifies a future mixed-use university building 

along the street where these trees are located and Planning staff would like to 

work with the University to identify specific planting locations for mitigation trees 

to avoid large-stature tree plantings to avoid creating future conflicts in this area 
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identified for a future building to be constructed.   Severson concluded that the 

applicants had done some maintenance pruning of these trees today in order to 

avoid branches touching surrounding trees and thus spreading beetles.   

Commissioners discussed cypresses and beetles, with John noting that the trees 

typically cannot come back from infestation.  Commissioners noted that the 

proposed three-for-one mitigation was above and beyond the code’s 

requirements.   

Cates/John m/s to approve with the mitigation proposed by the applicants.  

Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.   

 

VI. TYPE II or TYPE III REVIEWS 
None. 
 

VII. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
PLANNING ACTION:  PW-2018-00043      
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 508 North Main Street  
APPLICANT:  Jasmine Lillich for owners John & Kristen Lillich 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove a 34-
inch diameter Fir tree located on the Glenn Street frontage of the property at 508 
North Main Street.  The application requests the removal on the basis of the tree 
posing a hazard, noting that the tree has begun to lean and that the root growth 
has damaged a fence and sidewalk. 
 
John noted that he had given a bid on a project on the site years ago, but that it 
had not involved this tree.  He stated that he didn’t believe this would prejudice 
his review of the application or that it posed any actual or potential conflict with 
the current request.  Other Commissioners were comfortable with his 
participation.   
 
Severson gave a brief staff report, noting that the removal was requested because 
the tree had begun to lean and its root growth was damaging the adjacent fencing 
and sidewalk.   
 
No one was present to speak on the applicants’ behalf.  
 
Oxendine, John and Baughman all noted that this was a very healthy tree.  
Oxendine further noted that he thought the sidewalk noted as being damaged was 
a walkway poured in “easy mix” concrete that was not properly installed and that 
the damage was as much attributed to the site preparation and materials as to the 
tree.  Oxendine and Cates noted that the tree showed good growth and good 
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“reaction wood.”  Commissioners discussed the need for a more detailed tree 
assessment form, noting that in the case of 485 East Main the photos were 
sufficiently detailed to illustrate the issue but that in most cases including this one 
a more detailed assessment form was needed to illustrate that the applicants had 
thoroughly considered the tree’s condition and options for treatment.   
 
After further discussion, Commissioners did not feel that the applicant had met 
the burden of proof in demonstrating that the tree posed a hazard.   
 
Cates/Oxendine m/s to deny the request.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.    
 

VIII. DISCUSSION 

 Tree of the Year Update (Voting underway during February) 
Severson explained that the on-line voting was live and would continue 
through the month of February.  Vote tallies will be brought to the March 
meeting for consideration.   
 
He indicated that in March, the Commission might want to consider whether 
they wanted to give plaques to two trees (i.e. one for 2017 and one for 2016) 
and also whether a plaque should be given to the city’s first Heritage Tree, 
Silver Maple at SOU.  He suggested that these might be good events to 
consider for the Arbor Day celebration.     
 

 March 20, 2018 Annual Presentation to City Council 
 & Annual Arbor Day/Week Proclamation 
 Severson asked whether a Tree Commissioner was available to make this brief 

presentation to the Council which typically recounts accomplishments from 
the past year - planning actions reviewed, arbor day/tree plantings - and most 
importantly in his view provides an opportunity to promote upcoming Arbor 
Day activities on live television.   Oxendine noted that he would available for 
this presentation, and Cates noted that he would likely attend as well. 

 

 April 21, 2018 Earth Day Tabling Opportunity (11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
 
Severson asked if Commissioners were going to be available and had interest 
in tabling at SOU for Earth Day.  He noted that the Commission had paid to 
table last year but did not ultimately have a presence, and it would require not 
only the time commitment of being there to set up, table and take down, but 
also figuring out some sort of activity and preparing it.      
Cates noted that he would be available for set-up.  Oxendine noted that he 
could help with set-up and in developing an activity, but that he would not be 
there for the tabling.  John noted that he would be available to table.   
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Cates noted that there would be at least one other tree-focused booth, and 
he thought it might be advisable to arrange to be placed near this booth and 
near the City’s Conservation booth as well.   
 

 April 1-7, 2018 Arbor Week and April 27, 2018 Arbor Day  
 

Severson suggested looking at activities that would celebrate Arbor Day/Week 
and promote the Commission without requiring significant effort such as:   
 
o Tree of the Year Ceremony and/or  
o Heritage Tree Ceremony at SOU 
o A Tree Walk at SOU with one or more Commissioners 
o A Tree Planting (near or at SOU) with one or more Commissioners… 

 
Baughman noted that he thought a tree planting could be arranged.  Cates, 
Oxendine and John noted that they would like to be present for the tree 
planting and help in the planning.    
 
Oxendine noted that he would be out beginning on April 7th for approximately 
two weeks, and noted that he had yet to begin planning any activities for SOU’s 
Arbor Week.  He suggested that it might be in May to better relate to the tree 
carnival in Medford on May 12th...  Commissioners discussed that May 11th 
might be a good “lead-up” date to the activities in Medford.   
 
Oxendine noted that he was on the board for Oregon Community Trees as 
well, and would be participating in the planting of Redwood Trees in Eugene 
on March 2nd.  Eugene will be hosting the World Outdoor Track & Field 
Championship in 2020, expecting 400,000 participants/people to show up.  
They have done a carbon emissions report off of the Eugene Olympic trials 
which had 395,000 people attend.  That report showed that 395,000 people 
put off 36 million tons of CO2.  They did the calculations on the sixty-five year 
projected growth plan for Giant Sequa’s and if they planted 2021 by 2021 they 
will sequester enough CO2 to offset the 2020 event.   
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:23. Severson noted that the 
next meeting would be on March 8, 2018. 
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TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 
March 8, 2018 

 
Commissioners Present: Parks Liaison 

Christopher John Peter Baughman 

Mike Oxendine  

Asa Cates Staff Present: 

Russell Neff Nathan Emerson 

  

Commissioners Absent: All present 

 
Chair Christopher John called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the 
Community Development and Engineering Services Building located at 51 Winburn Way.  

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Cates/ Oxendine m/s to approve the minutes of February 8, 2018 as presented.  Voice vote:  

All AYES.  Motion passed.   

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Council Liaison - There was no Council Liaison present to give report.   

 Parks & Recreation Liaison Baughman reported that the pine tree in the plaza has been 
receiving lots of water and thanked Cates for reporting the issue.  Baughman went on to 
say that he would like to conduct a tree planting with a school during the 2nd week in 
April and will let the Commission know when he has more information on this.   

 Community Development Liaison Emerson reminded the Commission that if they are 
involved in a planning action that they need to recuse themselves from the room during 
the presentation.   
 

III. PUBLIC FORUM  
Mark Knox, 485 W. Nevada, addressed the commission on something he spoke about at the 
previous month’s meeting.   Their proposal was to remove one tree on the lot at 1068 E. 
Main Street and stated they removed it prematurely.  Mr. Knox went on to say that, there 
was a difference of opinion on whether cutting down tree was ok or not.  According to Mr. 
Knox, the decision did not come across as a recommendation to him and there was lots of 
talk back and forth by the Commission as to what to do with it.  Mr. Knox believed it to be a 
hazard and therefore took the tree down without permission.  He stated that he does a lot 
of work in town and wants to honor trees when they can.  John and Oxendine added that 
the Commission will do a better job at making recommendations more clear as sometimes 
they get worded poorly. 
 
John read aloud the procedures for public hearings.   
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IV. TYPE III REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA- 2018-00154     
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 601 Washington Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: South Ashland Business Park LLC     
DESCRIPTION:  A request for Annexation of a 5.38-acre parcel, Zone Change from 
County RR-5 Rural Residential) to City E-1 (Employment), and Site Design Review approval 
for the phased development of a light industrial business park for the property located at 
601 Washington Street.  The application includes a request for a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow a watchman’s dwelling; Limited Use/Activity Permits within the Water Resource 
Protection Zones of Knoll Creek and a Possible Wetland on the property to construct a 
stormwater outfall and street improvements; an Exception to Street Standards for the 
frontage improvements along the property's Washington Street frontage; and a Tree 
Removal Permit to remove four trees greater than six-inches in diameter at breast height 
(d.b.h.).  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Employment; ZONING: Existing – County 
RR-5, Proposed – City E-1; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 14 AB; TAX LOT: 2800. 
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte communication indicated by the Commission. 
 
Emerson gave staff report for PA- 2018-00154. 
 
John opened the public hearing to the applicant.   
 
John Galbreath, landscape architect and certified arborist, residing in Medford addressed 
the Commission regarding this project.  Mr. Galbreath briefly outlined the project and what 
trees are to be removed for the development.    
 
John closed the public hearing and opened to the Commission for discussion. 
 
It was discussed that the project will not touch the wetland area and Cates noted the trees 
were hammered by a previous fire. Neff asked who takes care of the wetlands outside of 
property boundaries and it was determined that some is ODOT and depending on where it 
is, the adjacent property owner would be responsible.    
 
After a discussion the Commission unanimously approved.   
 
Oxendine/John m/s to approve as presented.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.   

V. TYPE I REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2018-00241      
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 114 Granite Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Mardi Mastain  
DESCRIPTION:  A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a 27-inch DBH 
(diameter at breast height) Maple Tree in the Northwest Corner of the property. This is a 
modification to a previous planning approval (PA-2017-00235) that proposed to retain this 
tree. The application states the discovery of percolating water will require more excavation, 
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further jeopardizing the health of the tree and presenting a foreseeable danger of property 
damage.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential;  
ZONING: R-1-7.5; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 09 BC; TAX LOT: 3401 
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte communication indicated by the Commission. 
 
Emerson gave staff report for PA-2018-00241. 
 
No one was present to speak on the applicants’ behalf.  
 
Oxendine indicated that the tree was misidentified as a Big Leaf Maple and is actually an Ash 
Tree.  Cates said that the sidewalk is pretty close to the trunk of the tree but that the roots 
are probably located on the non-sidewalk side. 
 
After a discussion, the Commission decided that since the report does not advocate for 
removal and states that it’s not an immediate hazard, they would recommend denial.   
 
Oxendine/John m/s to deny the request with the recommendation that IF the tree 
becomes a hazard, to discuss removal.  Commission recommends hand pruning roots by 
arborist.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.    
 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA- 2018-00252     
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 295 Tolman Creek Rd A-1 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Don Flickinger      
DESCRIPTION:  A request for a Tree Removal Permit at 295 Tolman Creek Rd to 
remove a 15-inch diameter-at-breast-height Maple tree that is damaging the foundation of 
the adjacent apartment building.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Low Density, 
Multi-Family Residential; ZONING: R-2; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 11 CD; TAX LOT: 90001 
 
There was no conflict of interest or ex-parte communication indicated by the Commission. 
 
Emerson gave staff report for PA- 2018-00252. 
 
No one was present to speak on the applicants’ behalf.  
 
Cates stated that the tree looks to be aggressively pruned.  Oxendine pointed out that the 
tree is maybe 7” diameter breast height and he is not even sure that it would require a permit 
for removal.   
 
After a discussion the Commission unanimously approved. 
 
Cates/Oxendine m/s to approve as presented.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.   
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PLANNING ACTION:   PA- 2018-00403     
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 635 Lit Way/1651 Siskiyou Boulevard 
OWNER:  1651 Siskiyou Boulevard LLC/Roderick & Brooks Newton 

APPLICANT:  Asa Cates      
DESCRIPTION:  A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove nine Black 
Cottonwood trees and a one Siberian Elm surrounding the pond at Hidden Springs Wellness 
Center for the property located at 635 Lit Way/1651 Siskiyou Boulevard.  The application 
notes that the Cottonwoods have begun to drop limbs and the Siberian Elm has begun to 
uproot.  The application materials note that five of the ten trees have indications of decay 
and three have tipped or begun to tip.  The removals are requested based on the trees posing 
a hazard to customers on the site and to neighboring properties.   
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential and Commercial; ZONING: 
R-1-7.5; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 15 AB; TAX LOT: 7300 
 
Cates recused himself from this planning action as he is the applicant on this project.   
 
Emerson gave staff report for PA- 2018-00403. 
 
No one was present to speak on the applicants’ behalf.  
 
John/Oxendine m/s to approve as recommended by arborist report.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  

Motion passed.   

Tree 4 to remain, all others can go.  Recommend mitigate on a 1 to 1 basis with black birch, 
red cedar, white or red alder, or bald cypress.  

 
VI. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 

There were no Street Tree Removals to discuss.   
 

VII. DISCUSSION 

 Wildfire Draft Ordinance  

 Guest speakers: 

 Brandon Goldman – Planning Dept.   

 Alison Lerch – Fire Dept. 

 Tracy Peticord - Member of Wildlife Mitigation Commission and local landscape   
architect. 
o Commission concerns of Wildfire Ordinance: 

 Significant trees approved for removal under fire plan must still come to 
the Tree Commission.  Mr. Goldman stated that it wouldn’t happen in R1 
right now and they won’t change those rules. 

 That big trees would be exempted from removal.  Mr. Goldman stated 
that this ordinance change won’t affect whether a tree would come to the 
Tree Commission or not.   

 Large conifers are important and are some of the most fire resistant 
trees around. If most conifers are removed then they are concerned they 
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cannot be replaced with this ordinance. The Commission’s go to 
recommendation for a mitigation tree is a large size native conifer such 
as Sequoia, Redwood or Douglas Fir.  Ms. Peticord stated that they are 
here to get feedback and coordinate between all the Commissions and 
want to make sure Tree and Wildfire don’t conflict. Ms. Lerch impressed 
upon the fact that the goal is to protect the City and to adapt to climate 
change.  They want to do everything possible to avoid Santa Rosa’s fate.   

 Plant list suggests natives are bad and they are concerned. SOU currently 
looking 100 miles south to understand what will survive here in the near 
future. Worried that we’ll get rid of what makes this place unique and 
would like to see language in the code encouraging natives when 30’ or 
more from structures. IE: see Quercus, Pinus, Oregon Grape, and 
Manzanita as examples. Ms. Peticord stated that fire danger is so 
extreme we must be creative and mass plantings of single species are to 
be no more. They must balance risk vs natives and other competing goals.   

 What about mulch? Ms. Lerch explained that there will be no more mulch 
allowed within 5ft of structures. They are working with Julie Smitherman 
as to not conflict with water resources and conservation.   

 Commission is worried that they will be letting the city burn, build and 
repeat if they don’t plan this ordinance well.   Ms. Lerch stressed that is 
why they did the risk assessment.  

 
Recommendations: Cates/Oxendine m/s for approval of recommendations. Voice vote:  

All AYES.  Motion passed.   

 In general, full Commission approves of ordinance and moving forward.  
Recommendations of Wilfire Ordinance: 

1. Significant tree removal for fuel reduction plans should come to Tree Commission. 
2. Make exemptions to prohibited plant list for native/conifer large trees. 
3. City should create new/full time position of Urban Forester.   
4. Commission would like noted in the ordinance that large stature conifers can be fire 

resistant trees.   
 

 Ashland Canal Advisory Group Invitation 
o Oxendine stated that the canal will save significant water and he is already 

participating as a representative for SOU.  Cates volunteered to help with this 
advisory group.   

 

 Public Works Memo on Tree Removal and Curb Bump Out Policy 
 

o Oxendine expressed that bump outs should be done whenever possible and   
recommends that prioritization should be done by size, species and structure.  He 
went on to say that they should save large natives in good condition and do bump 
outs as they can.   
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o Commission recommends that Peter Baughman consult with Public Works as 
needed.  

 

 Tree of the Year Results  
o 1st Place – Dogwood at 77 Granite 
o 2nd Place – Fig at 566 Fairview 
o 3rd Place – Black Oak at 875 Oak 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m.  Emerson noted that the next regular meeting would be 
held on Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  Respectfully submitted by Regan Trapp 
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Planning Department, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541-488-5305   Fax: 541-552-2050   www.ashland.or.us   TTY: 1-800-735-2900 

 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

 
PLANNING ACTION:  PA- 2018-00241 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  114 Granite Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT:   Mardi Mastain 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a 27-inch DBH (diameter at breast height) Maple Tree in 
the Northwest Corner of the property. This is a modification to a previous planning approval (PA-2017-00235) that proposed 
to retain this tree. The application states the discovery of percolating water will require more excavation, further jeopardizing 
the health of the tree and presenting a foreseeable danger of property damage.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-7.5; ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 09BC; TAX LOT #: 3401 
 
The Ashland Tree Commission will also review this Planning Action on Thursday, March 8, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Community Development and 
Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   
 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION:  February 8, 2018  
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:  February 22, 2018 

 
 

The Ashland Planning Division Staff has received a complete application for the property noted above. 
 

Any affected property owner or resident has a right to submit written comments to the City of Ashland Planning Division, 51 Winburn Way, 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 prior to 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date shown above.  
 

Ashland Planning Division Staff determine if a Land Use application is complete within 30 days of submittal.  Upon determination of completeness, a notice 
is sent to surrounding properties within 200 feet of the property submitting application which allows for a 14 day comment period.  After the comment period 
and not more than 45 days from the application being deemed complete, the Planning Division Staff shall make a final decision on the application.  A notice 
of decision is mailed to the same properties within 5 days of decision.  An appeal to the Planning Commission of the Planning Division Staff’s decision must 
be made in writing to the Ashland Planning Division within 12 days from the date of the mailing of final decision.  (AMC 18.5.1.050.G) 
 

The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, 
by letter, or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of appeal to the 
Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right of appeal 
to LUBA on that criterion. Failure of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient specificity 
to allow this Department to respond to the issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court.   
 

A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be 
provided at reasonable cost, if requested.  All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Division, Community Development & Engineering Services 
Building, 51 Winburn Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
 

If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact the Ashland Planning Division at 541-488-5305.   
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TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 
18.5.7.040.B  
 
1. Hazard Tree. A Hazard Tree Removal Permit shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets all of the following criteria, or can 

be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The applicant must demonstrate that the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or 

property) or a foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated 
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. See definition of hazard tree in part 18.6. 

b. The City may require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each hazard tree pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation requirements shall 
be a condition of approval of the permit. 

2. Tree That is Not a Hazard. A Tree Removal Permit for a tree that is not a hazard shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets 
all of the following criteria, or can be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The tree is proposed for removal in order to permit the application to be consistent with other applicable Land Use Ordinance requirements and 

standards, including but not limited to applicable Site Development and Design Standards in part 18.4 and Physical and Environmental Constraints 
in part 18.10. 

b. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or 
existing windbreaks. 

c. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on the tree densities, sizes, canopies, and species diversity within 200 feet of the 
subject property. The City shall grant an exception to this criterion when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable 
alternative exists to allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone.  

d. Nothing in this section shall require that the residential density to be reduced below the permitted density allowed by the zone. In making this 
determination, the City may consider alternative site plans or placement of structures of alternate landscaping designs that would lessen the impact 
on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with the other provisions of this ordinance.  

e. The City shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree granted approval pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation 
requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit. 

  





















           
 

 

 
 
February 20, 2018 
 
City of Ashland 
Planning Department 
51 Winburn Way 
Ashland, OR  97540 
 
 
RE:  Tree removal permit at 255 Maple St 
 
This statement is in regard to the request to remove a scarlet oak tree at 255 Maple Street by our client, Charlie 
Martz.   
 
The tree in question measures approximately 10” in dimeter at breast height (DBH) and 25’ high.  The primary 
reasons to remove the tree are its poor form and its proximity to overhead power and communication lines.  
This tree species has the potential to grow to heights of over 100’.  Even in its relatively young life, the growth 
habit of this tree has necessitated repeated prunung to keep the power and communication lines clear. This 
pruning has resulted in very poor and unattractive form.  The owner of the property would like to remove the 
tree as part of an overall new landscaping installation project, replacing it with a more attractive and suitable 
tree for the area provided. 
 
I do not consider this tree a hazard.  It is relatively small and its loss would not have a large impact on canopy 
densities. Mitigation tree(s) could provide for a future net gain in canopy density. The tree is located on a stable 
and overall flat surface and so would not have a negative impact on erosion. 
 
Please contact us if there are any other questions we can help answer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
_______________________ 
 
Christopher John 
Arborist, Canopy LLC 
ISA Certification #WE-9504A 
Tree Risk Assessor Qualified (TRAQ) 
 

CANOPY LLC  
The Care of Trees 

canopyarborcare.com 
157 Max Loop   

Talent, OR  97540 
(541) 631‐8000 
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