
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1).   

 

 

TREE COMMISSION AGENDA 
August 3, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the Community Development and Engineering Services 
Building located at 51 Winburn Way. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Approval of July 6, 2017 meeting minutes.   
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 

 Parks & Recreation Liaison 

 Community Development Liaison 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Open to guests. 

 
V. TYPE I REVIEWS 

None. 
 

VI. TYPE II REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:  PA-2017-01199      
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 707 Helman Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: PDK Properties 
DESCRIPTION:     A request for preliminary subdivision plat approval to 
create an eight-lot subdivision for the property located at 707 Helman Street.  The 
application also includes a request for an Exception to Street Standards to install curbside 
sidewalks along the full frontage of the property where city Street Standards would 
typically require that a park row planting strip with street trees be installed between the 
curb and sidewalk.  The application also includes a Tree Removal Permit  to remove one 
significant tree (#33) an 18-inch diameter Ponderosa Pine.    
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-5; 
ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 04BC; TAX LOT #: 100 
 

VII. STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
PLANNING ACTION:  PW-2017-01397    
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 198 North Wightman Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Carolyn Gale for the Millpond Owners Association 
DESCRIPTION:    A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove two Leyland 
Cypress trees from within the cul-de-sac in front of 198 North Wightman Street.  The 
application provided notes that these trees are infested with borers, present a fire hazard 
and are likely to damage infrastructure in the future.    
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PLANNING ACTION:  PW-2017-01449     
SUBJECT PROPERTY: 140 Alida Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Stan Potocki (Beaver Tree Service) 
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Street Tree Removal Permit to remove a large 
Liquidambar tree from the parkrow planting strip at 140 Alida Street.   The application 
notes that this is a very large tree with a history of dropping limbs.  The sidewalk and 
adjacent driveway have also had to be replaced due to root damage.    
 

VIII. DISCUSSION 
1. Street Tree Guide  
2. Tree of the Year 2017 

  
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Next Meeting:  August 3, 2017 
 



 

TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 
July 6, 2017 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Commissioners Oxendine, John, Cates (arrived late, after announcements) and 
Neff were present, along with Parks and Recreation Department Staff Liaison Baughman and 
Community Development Department Staff Liaison Severson.   

 
CALL TO ORDER:  
Chair John called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. in the Siskiyou Room of the Community 
Development and Engineering Services Building located at 51 Winburn Way. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Neff/Oxendine m/s to approve the meeting minutes of June 8, 2017 as presented.  Voice vote: 
All AYES.  Motion passed 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & LIAISON REPORTS 
Parks & Recreation Liaison Peter Baughman noted that a large Alder fell just above Lithia Park at 
the property located at 440 Granite, damaging one of the outbuildings.   

 
Community Development Liaison Derek Severson spoke about 2 emergency tree removal permits 
located at the children’s play area at Headstart on the SOU Campus (Canopy fell during the last 
storm) and a large Mulberry at 486 Siskiyou Blvd.   

 
PUBLIC FORUM  
There was no one present wishing to speak.   

STREET TREE REMOVAL PERMITS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PW-2017-00990      
SUBJECT PROPERTY:   420 Morton St.      
OWNER/APPLICANT: Kathleen Greathouse & Jeff Stark   
DESCRIPTION:   A request reconsideration of a denial of a request to remove two 
approximately 12-inch d.b.h. liquidambar street trees from the property located at 420 Morton 
Street.  The owner indicates that the site grades need to be re-worked to address drainage 
problems, and the owner is concerned that the installation of a French drain and providing a 
grade which slopes away from the house will necessitate cutting roots that would impact the 
stability and vigor of the trees.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single Family Residential; 
ZONING: R-1-7.5; ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 09DC; TAX LOT #: 10800. 
 
Severson explained briefly that this was a request that the Commission had considered last 
month and ultimately recommended denying.  The applicants have asked that the request be 
reconsidered based on the need to re-work site grades to address drainage problems with the 
house.   The property owner is concerned that installation of a French drain and associated 



grading will cut roots and impact the stability and vigor of the trees.   
 
Kathleen Greathouse, owner of 420 Morton Street addressed the Commission regarding this 
application.  Ms. Greathouse explained that the tree itself is not a hazard but that re-grading will 
be needed for remodel to meet current code.  The grade slopes into the house but needs to slope 
away from it and the roots will need to be cut to re-grade.   
 
Following discussion, the Tree Commission recommended approving the application subject to 
the condition that the applicants: 
 

 Replace the two liquidambars to be removed with larger caliper (i.e. three- to four-inch) 
replacement trees selected from the Recommended Street Tree Guide.   (The applicants 
indicated that they would be replacing the trees to be removed with two mature zelkovas.)  

 
Asa/Oxendine m/s to approve with recommendations.  Voice Vote:  AYES: Ox/Asa, NAY:  Neff.  
Motion passed.  
 
TYPE II REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2017-01059      
SUBJECT PROPERTY:   1068 East Main Street      
OWNER:  Marcel Verzeano Trust (Paulena E.C. Verzeano, trustee) 
APPLICANT:  KDA Homes, LLC       
DESCRIPTION:   A request for Outline Plan and Site Design Review approvals for a 29-unit, 
28-lot Performance Standards Option subdivision for the property located at 1068 East Main 
Street and the vacant parcel directly to the east.  The proposal includes the partial demolition 
and relocation of the existing house on site and a Tree Removal Permit to remove 14 of the site’s 
25 trees.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: High Density, Multi-Family Residential; 
ZONING: R-3/Pedestrian Places Overlay; ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 09AD; TAX LOT #: 6800 and 
6801. 
 
Severson provided a brief staff report.   
 
Mark Knox of 604 Fair Oaks, Ashland and Mr. Madera of Wells Fargo Road in Central Point 

addressed the Commission regarding this proposal.     

Following discussion, the Tree Commission recommended approving the application as submitted 
with the following comments:   
 

1) That the recommendations of the project arborist shall be conditions of the approval, 
including that the trees to be protected be watered during construction and that the project 
arborist shall supervise any activity within the tree protection zones  

2) That existing Trees #1, #2, #7, #8 and #9 be fully enclosed with tree protection fencing and 
protected during all site disturbance.  Protection of these trees will necessitate closing the 
East Main Driveway during construction.   



3) That the applicants make every effort to preserve and protect Tree #14 (40-inch d.b.h. 
Douglas Fir) as proposed by the applicants during the July 6th Tree Commission meeting, 
including having an arborist on-site during all disturbance (demolition, foundation removal, 
house move, and all excavation) and utilizing a post and beam foundation within the tree 
protection zone for the relocated house.    

4) That the applicants pursue the option of preserving and protecting Tree #24 (24-inch d.b.h. 
Oak Tree), which may necessitate meandering the sidewalk to curbside within its tree 
protection zone.  

 
Oxendine/Asa m/s to approve with recommendations.  Voice Vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.   

 

TYPE I REVIEWS 
PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2017-01226     
SUBJECT PROPERTY:   1465 Webster St.       
OWNER/APPLICANT: Southern Oregon University     
DESCRIPTION:   A request for a Tree Removal Permit to remove a hazard tree from the 
property located at 1465 Webster Street.  The tree is a 56-inch diameter at breast height (d.b.h.) 
Alder which was identified as Tree #1 in Planning Action #2015-00418, which approved the 
reconstruction of McNeal Pavilion.  The application materials note that the tree’s stem is hollow, 
and the tree is in severe decline with signs of decay, twisting cracks, and frequent branch loss.   
The project arborist indicates that the tree is at the end of its life, in a high traffic area and poses 
a high risk.  The applicants propose to plant two new trees to mitigate the removal, and will also 
provide a new sheltered seating area as part of the lower plaza area improvements at the 
northwest corner of McNeal Pavilion.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Southern Oregon 
University; ZONING: SO; ASSESSOR’S MAP:  39 1E 10CD; TAX LOT #:100. 

 
Oxendine recused himself. 

 
Severson presented a brief staff report.   
 
Following discussion, the Tree Commission felt that the applicants had demonstrated that the 
tree was very unhealthy in a high-traffic area and was worthy of removal.  The Tree Commission 
recommends that the application be approved as submitted. 
 
John/Neff m/s to approve as presented.  Voice vote:  All AYES.  Motion passed.   
  



DISCUSSION 
Attendance Report: Severson explained that the Municipal Code requires that the attendance 
report be presented twice a year, and forwarded to the City Recorder who will advise the Mayor 
on the need for appointments or re-appointments, if necessary.  Attendance expectations 
generally look for at least a 75 percent attendance rate in each full year of tenure.   
 
Election of Officers:  Severson explained that the Municipal Code calls for the Commission to 
elect a chair and vice chair at the first meeting following the appointment or re-appointment of 
members each year.  Neither the chair nor vice-chair shall serve as an officer for more than three 
consecutive annual terms.  Commissioners felt it might be more appropriate to delay the election 
until the appointment of new members occurs.    
 
Street Tree Guide:  Severson introduced this item, noting that members had previously indicated 

that they would bring their marked-up Street Tree Guides from the City of Ashland and the City 

of Medford for discussion.  Commissioners marked up their changes and would like the 

opportunity to have a web version available.  They would like it easily accessible, with education 

on the Tree Commission and the value of what they do.  They would like to incorporate color 

photos of the specimens and list local resources that are available to help with questions.   

 

Tree of the Year 2017:  Severson noted that he would be getting the nomination form to the City 

Source for publication to begin the Tree of the Year process.  The Commission discussed tree 

eligibility.   

 
ADJOURNMENT  
Severson noted that the next regular meeting of the Ashland Tree Commission would be on 
Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Regan Trapp 
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PLANNING ACTION:   PA-2017-01199 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  707 Helman Street 
OWNER/APPLICANT:    PDK Properties 
DESCRIPTION:    A request for preliminary subdivision plat approval to create an eight-lot subdivision for the property 
located at 707 Helman Street.  The application also includes a request for an Exception to Street Standards to install curbside 
sidewalks along the full frontage of the property where city Street Standards would typically require that a park row planting 
strip with street trees be installed between the curb and sidewalk.  The application also includes a Tree Removal Permit to 
remove one significant tree (#33) an 18-inch diameter Ponderosa Pine. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION: Single-
Family Residential; ZONING: R-1-5; ASSESSOR’S MAP: 39 1E 04BC; TAX LOT #: 100. 
 

 NOTE: The Ashland Tree Commission will also review this Planning Action on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Community 
Development and Engineering Services building (Siskiyou Room), located at 51 Winburn Way.   
 
ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM, Ashland Civic Center, 
1175 East Main Street. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a PUBLIC HEARING on the following request with respect to the ASHLAND LAND USE ORDINANCE will be held before the 
ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION on meeting date shown above. The meeting will be at the ASHLAND CIVIC CENTER, 1175 East Main Street, Ashland, 
Oregon. 
The ordinance criteria applicable to this application are attached to this notice.  Oregon law states that failure to raise an objection concerning this application, 
either in person or by letter, or failure to provide sufficient specificity to afford the decision maker an opportunity to respond to the issue, precludes your right of 
appeal to the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) on that issue.  Failure to specify which ordinance criterion the objection is based on also precludes your right 
of appeal to LUBA on that criterion. Failure of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed conditions of approval with sufficient 
specificity to allow this Commission to respond to the issue precludes an action for damages in circuit court. 
A copy of the application, all documents and evidence relied upon by the applicant and applicable criteria are available for inspection at no cost and will be 
provided at reasonable cost, if requested.  A copy of the Staff Report will be available for inspection seven days prior to the hearing and will be provided at 
reasonable cost, if requested.  All materials are available at the Ashland Planning Department, Community Development and Engineering Services, 51 Winburn 
Way, Ashland, Oregon 97520. 
During the Public Hearing, the Chair shall allow testimony from the applicant and those in attendance concerning this request.  The Chair shall have the right to 
limit the length of testimony and require that comments be restricted to the applicable criteria.  Unless there is a continuance, if a participant so requests before 
the conclusion of the hearing, the record shall remain open for at least seven days after the hearing.  
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Administrator’s office 
at 541-488-6002 (TTY phone number 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to the meeting. (28 CFR 35.102.-35.104 ADA Title I). 
 
 If you have questions or comments concerning this request, please feel free to contact the Ashland Planning Division, 541-488-5305.   
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SUBDIVISION CRITERIA 
18.5.3.070  
A. Approval Criteria. The approval authority, pursuant to subsection 18.5.3.030.A, may approve, approve with conditions or deny a preliminary 

subdivision plat on findings of compliance with all of the following approval criteria. 
1. The subdivision plan conforms to applicable City-adopted neighborhood or district plans, if any, and any previous land use approvals for 

the subject area. 
2. Proposed lots conform to the requirements of the underlying zone, per part 18.2, any applicable overlay zone requirements, per part 18.3, 

and any applicable development standards, per part 18.4 (e.g., parking and access, tree preservation, solar access and orientation). 
3. Access to individual lots necessary to serve the development shall conform to the standards contained in section 18.4.3.080 Vehicle Area 

Design. 
4. The proposed streets, utilities, and surface water drainage facilities conform to the standards in chapter 18.4.6, and allow for transitions to 

existing and potential future development on adjacent lands. The preliminary plat shall identify all proposed public improvements and 
dedications. 

5. All proposed private common areas and improvements, if any, are identified on the preliminary plat and maintenance of such areas(e.g., 
landscaping, tree preservation, common areas, access, parking, etc.) is ensured through appropriate legal instrument (e.g., Covenants, 
Conditions and Restrictions (CC&R’s). 

6. Required State and Federal permits, as applicable, have been obtained or can reasonably be obtained prior to development. 
B. Conditions of Approval. The approval authority may attach such conditions as are necessary to carry out provisions of this ordinance, and other 

applicable ordinances and regulations. 

 
EXCEPTION TO STREET STANDARDS 
18.4.6.020.B.1  
 
Exception to the Street Design Standards. The approval authority may approve exceptions to the standards section in 18.4.6.040 Street Design Standards if all 
of the following circumstances are found to exist.  
a.  There is demonstrable difficulty in meeting the specific requirements of this chapter due to a unique or unusual aspect of the site or proposed use of the 

site.  
b.  The exception will result in equal or superior transportation facilities and connectivity considering the following factors where applicable.  

i.  For transit facilities and related improvements, access, wait time, and ride experience.  
ii.  For bicycle facilities, feeling of safety, quality of experience (i.e., comfort level of bicycling along the roadway), and frequency of conflicts with vehicle 

cross traffic.  
iii. For pedestrian facilities, feeling of safety, quality of experience (i.e., comfort level of walking along roadway), and ability to safety and efficiency 

crossing roadway.  
c.  The exception is the minimum necessary to alleviate the difficulty. 
d.  The exception is consistent with the Purpose and Intent of the Street Standards in subsection 18.4.6.040.A. 
 
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 
18.5.7.040.B  
 
1. Hazard Tree. A Hazard Tree Removal Permit shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets all of the following criteria, or can 

be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The applicant must demonstrate that the condition or location of the tree presents a clear public safety hazard (i.e., likely to fall and injure persons or 

property) or a foreseeable danger of property damage to an existing structure or facility, and such hazard or danger cannot reasonably be alleviated 
by treatment, relocation, or pruning. See definition of hazard tree in part 18.6. 

b. The City may require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each hazard tree pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation requirements shall 
be a condition of approval of the permit. 

2. Tree That is Not a Hazard. A Tree Removal Permit for a tree that is not a hazard shall be granted if the approval authority finds that the application meets 
all of the following criteria, or can be made to conform through the imposition of conditions. 
a. The tree is proposed for removal in order to permit the application to be consistent with other applicable Land Use Ordinance requirements and 

standards, including but not limited to applicable Site Development and Design Standards in part 18.4 and Physical and Environmental Constraints 
in part 18.10. 

b. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on erosion, soil stability, flow of surface waters, protection of adjacent trees, or 
existing windbreaks. 

c. Removal of the tree will not have a significant negative impact on the tree densities, sizes, canopies, and species diversity within 200 feet of the 
subject property. The City shall grant an exception to this criterion when alternatives to the tree removal have been considered and no reasonable 
alternative exists to allow the property to be used as permitted in the zone.  

d. Nothing in this section shall require that the residential density to be reduced below the permitted density allowed by the zone. In making this 
determination, the City may consider alternative site plans or placement of structures of alternate landscaping designs that would lessen the impact 
on trees, so long as the alternatives continue to comply with the other provisions of this ordinance.  

e. The City shall require the applicant to mitigate for the removal of each tree granted approval pursuant to section 18.5.7.050. Such mitigation 
requirements shall be a condition of approval of the permit. 
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