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2013 Conservation Award Winners Announced

A Southern Oregon University professor emeritus, the Ashland Food Co-op and two young Ashland women who organized a regional climate change awareness event are the winners of this year’s Ashland Conservationists of the Year Awards.

The awards are presented annually by the Ashland Conservation Commission to recognize people and businesses in the community who are exemplary examples of environmental conservation work.  They will be given out during Earth Day activities April 20 at Science Works.  The program begins at 2 p.m.

The commission is recognizing:

· Eric Dittmer, who started SOU’s Environmental Studies program and for 20 years has been teaching students how to be environmental stewards, is Conservationist of the Year.   In addition to teaching thousands of students,  he worked for many years for the removal of the Bear Creek Dam in Medford and on the Water for Irrigation, Streams and Economy project (WISE) to enhance water management and irrigation efficiency in the county.  For the last seven years, he has been riding his bike on the 30-mile roundtrip between home and office.
· Camila Thorndike and Hannah Sohl are being honored for their tireless work in organizing regional participation in “It’s a Rogue Thing: Bringing Climate Concern Home” – as part of a national day of action to bring attention to climate change. They created an organization called Rogue Climate Art, which is currently planning an Oregon Climate Action Day in Salem on May 22. 
· The Ashland Food Co-op is this year’s Business Conservationist of the Year in recognition of its many advanced environmental programs.  In 2008, it began crafting a plan toward sustainability with the goal of being zero waste by 2030.   At present, it has achieved 80 percent diversion of recyclables and compostables from the landfill.   After imposing a 10 cent paper bag charge and eliminating the use of large plastic bags in 2009, usage of new paper bags has dropped nearly 80 percent.  The Co-op has installed nine solar panels, established green tag offset for all electricity used, achieved 25 percent wastewater discharge offset by Water Restoration Certificates, and reduced use of toxic substances for cleaning.   Moreover it is a certified organic retailer with 77.5 percent of its purchases of organic products or materials. 

The media is invited to cover the awards presentation at 2 p.m. on the Earth Day stage. 
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