
Note:  Anyone wishing to speak at any Planning Commission meeting is encouraged to do so.  If you wish to speak, 
please rise and, after you have been recognized by the Chair, give your name and complete address for the record.  
You will then be allowed to speak.  Please note that the public testimony may be limited by the Chair and normally is 
not allowed after the Public Hearing is closed. 

 

  
  
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the Community Development office at 541-488-5305 (TTY phone is 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 
ADA Title 1).   
 

 
ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

STUDY SESSION 
JANUARY 27, 2009 

AGENDA 
 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER:   7:00 PM, Civic Center, 1175 E. Main Street 
 
 
II. ANNOUCEMENTS 
 
 
III. DISCUSSION ITEMS   

A. Possible changes to Sign Code based on the Downtown Task Force Recommendations 
 

B. Planning Commission Sustainability Work Group 
 
 
IV. UPDATES 

A. Croman Mill Site Redevelopment Plan – Status Report (time permitting) 
 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
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DOWNTOWN TASK FORCE 

MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 11, 2008 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Task Force Chair Pam Hammond called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. in the Siskiyou Room,  
51 Winburn Way. She announced this is the sixth and final meeting of the Downtown Task Force.  
 

Members Present:  City Staff Present: 
Pam Hammond, Paddington Station, Chair 
John Morrison, Mayor 
Renee Compton, Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 
Daniel Greenblatt, Greenleaf Restaurant 
Sandra Slattery, Chamber of Commerce 
John Stromberg, Planning Commission 
Dana Bussell, Public Arts Commission 
George Kramer, Citizen at Large 
Don Laws, Citizen at Large 
Dale Shostrom, Citizen at Large 

 Bill Molnar, Community Development Director 
Adam Hanks, Permit Center Manager  
Richard Appicello, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Absent Members:   
Dave Dotterrer, Planning Commission   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Art Bullock/Submitted written comments to the group and draft sign code language he prepared. He 
commented on the public interests which he feels are not represented in the sign code and explained the two 
primary interests are: 1) overwhelming visual clutter, and 2) business window transparency.  
 
Melissa Markell/Public Arts Commission/Questioned if the Task Force would be addressing public art on 
private property.  
 
Hammond noted the staff memo distributed on July 17 by City Administrator Martha Bennett and stated the 
memo outlined the process for how this issue would be handled. City Attorney Richard Appicello noted they 
were going to recognize that art accepted by the City is not subject to the code, and the sign code would be 
amended to make this clear. Bussell expressed concern with the lack of discussion on this issue and felt this 
recommendation should be further debated by the Task Force.  
 
Kevin Christman/Expressed concern with the prohibitions against displaying art and stated the current sign 
code does not permit the display of art to any capacity. 
 
Mr. Appicello explained this issue would be included with the public art policies and procedures that will go 
before the City Council in September. Stromberg stated this issue would be debated by the Planning 
Commission and the Council, but not this Task Force.   
 
Lloyd Haines/Commented on public art and recommended any language that comes from this group include 
an expansive statement so that it does not get construed when it gets to the Planning Commission and City 
Council.  
 
J. Ellen Austin/Asked if she was in violation for having art displayed outside her gallery, which is located in 
a residential neighborhood.  
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Mr. Appicello stated residential zones need to be addressed in the sign code; however he does not feel it is 
appropriate for the Task Force to handle this issue.  
 
Bussell/Stromberg m/s for the recommendations to the City Council to include a recommendation to 
exempt public art from the sign code and to have its own process developed at a future date. 
DISCUSSION: It was noted these two actions will need to be concurrently. Voice Vote: all AYES. Motion 
passed.  
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY DISCUSSION 
Mr. Appicello addressed the proposed ordinance amending regulations concerning use of City sidewalks. He 
explained the ordinance does not distinguish between residential and commercial use and would allow 
individuals to pay the designated rate for use of the sidewalk. He clarified he did not include a list of what 
items would be acceptable and stated he only addressed “who” can lease the space, not “what” can be placed 
there.  
 
Stromberg summarized the Task Force’s previous discussions on this issue and stated there were three main 
points:  

1) The City would have to broaden the sidewalk café restrictions in order to allow for other uses, and 
the City would apply a market rate charge for use of the sidewalk. 

2) Some of the objects placed by merchants in front of their stores were in the public interest (planter 
boxes, etc.), and these objects would have to be donated to the City. The City would establish criteria 
for this, and there would be no charge. 

3) They would allow certain 3D objects that fit within certain size parameters that had some functional 
use.  

 
Mr. Appicello stated the public arts ordinance would address the process on how to accept art and stated he 
did not see the need to write a regulation on how the City would regulate the placement of items. He stated 
there is no obligation on the part of the City to have to accept an item and stated the City can accept 
donations and place items where ever they feel is appropriate.  
 
Kramer commented that the intent of this was to allow merchants to beautify their areas. He expressed 
concern with the proposed ordinance and stated he does not know why they are creating more rigmarole. 
Hammond agreed and stated the ordinance does not accurately reflect the Task Force’s desires. Mr. 
Appicello shared his concerns with designating “what” in the ordinance and noted a case that will be argued 
in front of the Supreme Court on this issue. Stromberg questioned if there was a way to apply market rates 
for part of the sidewalk, by low rates for the “shy zone.” Mr. Appicello stated he understands the group 
wants free use of the shy zone for amenities and will try to incorporate this, however he is not certain this is 
permissible. Stromberg suggested they make a formal motion in include this piece as part of their 
recommendation and ask the Council to direct staff to keep working on this.  
 
Laws/Stromberg m/s to recommend that the City Council direct staff to explore an exemption to have 
free use of the shy zone for amenities (such as flower boxes, door stops, spittoons, etc.) Voice Vote: all 
AYES. Motion passed. 
 
ISSUES RECAP 
Permit Center Manager Adam Hanks asked the group to clarify their preferences on a few of their previous 
recommendations. The group issued the following clarifications: 

1) The additional exempt sign would be applicable to the Downtown area or within one of the four 
Historic Districts.  

2) The larger 3D sign would be in addition to the existing sign numbers for wall or ground signs. 
3) The additional 3D sign would be allowed only in commercial zones outside Historic Districts.  
4) The 3D sign will have a specific separate size in addition to the current total square footage.  
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Kramer summarized within the “historic core,” merchants are allowed 3 exempts signs, one of which can be 
a small 3D sign. Outside the historic core, merchants are allowed 3 exempt signs, plus one larger 3D sign 
that meets criteria yet to be developed.  
 
Mr. Hanks commented on a possible provision regulating the amount of flat surface permitted on 3D objects 
before it starts to count against the permitted signage amount. Kramer suggested a possible limit of 2 sq. ft. 
Stromberg recommended they forward this provision back to staff for refining.   
 
Hammond noted the proposed ordinance still includes the booting provision and stated this is not what the 
Task Force wanted. Mr. Appicello clarified no changes were made to the ordinance since the group’s last 
meeting and affirmed that he understands what their recommendations were.  
 
Kramer/Stromberg m/s that despite the language of the proposed ordinance, the Downtown Task 
Force recommends eliminating booting in favor of towing with adequate notice before hand. 
DISCUSSION: Laws suggested including language that notifies the vehicle owner that additional costs will 
be incurred by towing and storage. Municipal Judge Pam Turner expressed concern with the provision that 
requires vehicles to be moved to a different block in order to avoid a citation. Mr. Hanks agreed that the City 
needs better signage on this. Mr. Appicello clarified his staff has met with the Judge and are working to flush 
out some of these practical problems. Slattery noted the importance of placing a large orange sign on the 
vehicles 24 hours in advance of the towing. Mr. Appicello clarified this was included in the ordinance. Voice 
Vote: all AYES. Motion passed.  
 
Mayor Morrison left the meeting at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Kramer asked if they could discuss Issue 7, Encroachment Permit Process, and stated sandwich boards on 
public right of ways have not been addressed. Hammond stated sandwich boards should not be permitted on 
public right of way, only in alcoves which are private property. Mr. Hanks clarified sandwich boards are not 
addressed in the sign code and therefore are not currently permitted.  
 
Community Development Director Bill Molnar asked if the group had concerns about opening up the 
sidewalks for other uses besides sidewalk cafes. Mr. Appicello added he and Mr. Molnar have been working 
on trying to make a distinction to see if limiting the use of sidewalks to sidewalk dining was possible. 
Stromberg stated staff previously informed them they could not limit the use of sidewalks to just cafes and 
this is the premise they have been working under. He expressed concern that this option was not presented to 
the committee sooner. Kramer agreed and stated he did not know this was a possibility. He added he does not 
have concerns about rampant selling of merchandise on the sidewalk and stated the City could deal with that 
problem when and if it ever arises. Stromberg agreed and felt they should go with what they have for now. 
Laws disagreed and stated if they have a choice, they should only allow restaurant tables. He stated he does 
not think Ashland would have a desirable appearance if they start allowing these other uses. Mr. Appicello 
clarified the Council would likely ask about this option, and staff was merely doing their best to be prepared 
for the Council discussion.  
 
Laws noted the email submitted by Brent Thompson and asked why a building can’t have signs on more than 
two sides. Mr. Molnar stated there are very few businesses in town that have four public streets bounding it 
and noted the elements that need to be considered when establishing a business frontage. He commented on 
the concerns behind this provision and gave the example of someone calling a loading doc a public entrance.  
 
Compton expressed her concerns with whether this group has really solved the problems. Bussell noted they 
cannot solve every merchant’s problems and stated these businesses are out of compliance for different 
reasons. She added this group has been successful in providing additional options to these businesses. Laws 
stated the purpose of this committee was not to bring everyone into compliance. Slattery suggested the Task 
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Force include a detailed statement to the Council that describes the “whys” behind their recommendations. 
Hammond proposed forming a small subgroup of the Task Force to form this narrative. Greenblatt stated this 
statement needs to be understandable to lay people and stated the community has a misunderstanding about 
what these meeting are about.  
 
Stromberg noted they have not found a solution to the Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory bear, and stated 
the bear is symbolic of this whole process. Compton acknowledged that there is no way to allow the bear and 
not allow worse things elsewhere. She noted the bench and the bear are located in the shy zone and the only 
way to keep it would be to purchase an encroachment permit, which would cost $50-$100 a month. Mr. 
Appicello noted staff is attempting to create an exemption in the shy zone for public elements, which would 
include the bench, but not the bear. Laws stated he hopes staff will continue to look at a way to grandfather 
in objects that were placed after the law went into effect.  
 
Comment was made from the audience suggesting the Task Force remove the minimum square footage 
provision and allow merchants free use of the shy space.  
 
Greenblatt questioned if the sign code could be revisited at a later date. Stromberg noted this would 
eventually come to the Planning Commission and perhaps they could build in some kind of review process. 
Stromberg voiced his support reducing the minimum square footage and stated they should include this as 
part of the package that goes to the Council. He noted if the Council has misgivings, they can request 
additional information from staff and make a final determination.  
 
Kramer/Laws m/s to revise the Sidewalk Café Ordinance to have no minimum rental provision, but 
rather a processing fee and a per square foot charge. Voice Vote: all AYES. Motion passed.  
 
Bussell/Stromberg m/s for the alterations in the sign code to be reviewed after it has been in effect for 2 
years. Voice Vote: Hammond, Compton, Greenblatt, Slattery, Bussell, Stromberg, Kramer, and 
Shostrom, YES. Laws, NO. Motion passed.  
 
WRAP UP DISCUSSION 
Slattery commented that there is a huge education element that goes along with this and they need to find a 
way to let people know their options. Hammond suggested a statement in the City Source newsletter that 
identifies someone in the City that could assist businesses with their signage questions.  
 
Greenblatt questioned if the Task Force would be given the opportunity to tweak the final report before it 
goes to Council. Mr. Appicello clarified staff would send out the report to the Task Force members and they 
will be given the opportunity to submit comments to staff. He cited Oregon’s Public Meeting Law and stated 
the members must avoid back and forth dialogue through email and should not be submitting their comments 
to each other. Stromberg asked about forming a small subcommittee to prepare a statement to the Council 
that captures the reasoning behind their recommendations. It was agreed that Hammond would be able to 
form a subcommittee if she feels it is necessary and staff would ensure this was properly noticed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
April Lucas, Administrative Assistant 
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SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTE 
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
OCTOBER 20, 2008 

 
 
Attending: Commissioners Mindlin, Dawkins and Stromberg, Jim McGinnis and Huelz. 
 
 
1. Jim McGinnis of the Conservation Commission reported on the work of their Subcommittee called Cities for Climate 
Protection. They have a set of goals by area (i.e., transportation, food) to reach by 2025. They are researching actions that 
can be taken to achieve those goals. 
 
They are interested in ICLEI’s software to measure city energy use (both city as a whole and city as an organization) in order 
to establish baselines for which to measure the achievement towards goals. Jim wants a method of assessing all we do for 
sustainability and setting benchmarks. He suggests a revised Comp Plan that would direct us to attaining those goals. 
 
He mentioned the Sustainability Plan that was written by Melissa Shweisguth (former Conservation commissioner) and Zach 
Williams. This was brought forward 2 years ago in the CC, but has not been acted on further. 
 
Jim is particularly interested in Architecture 20/30, a set of building standards which is performance based, meaning by 
percentage of reductions. This is being adopted into building code in other areas. Melanie mentioned that she believes the 
State of Oregon does not permit a more restrictive building code than the State uses. It was suggested that we might be able 
to require a more restrictive standard with annexations and zone changes. 
 
2. Mapping--What is it? Melanie explained that we have been talking about investigating our human resources, what people 
and organizations in our area are doing that they define as “sustainability”. It was suggested that mapping implies 
geographical location, and that surveying would be a better term for what we plan to do. 
 
Melanie has spoken with Melissa Noel, who is coordinating a mapping project that will collect information on natural and 
economic resources and look at businesses environmental impacts and other aspects of business sustainability. She is 
working with students at the University on this project. Our survey seems to fit in nicely without duplicating the work of this 
NGO and the conservation commission. 
 
It was generally agreed by commissioners that we should all give the same explanation of who we are and the purpose of the 
project, ask the same questions, and collect the information in some kind of database. We also agreed that we should do a 
pilot run with our questions and then evaluate the results before putting them out through a larger effort involving the media, 
city website, etc. We discussed the possibility of have a method of not duplicating who we contact, but were unable to think of 
an easy way to do that. We will send each other a first list of 10 contacts when reviewing and editing the survey before 
starting. See survey draft below. 
 
3. It was generally agreed that Melanie is the coordinator of this committee. 
 
4. Researching other cities. We are under the impression that Pam Marsh, Tom Dimitre and Mick Church are particularly 
interested in researching other cities. Since almost every city is doing something, we wondered how we would choose which 
cities to investigate more thoroughly. We think that these three people should do a pilot by each contacting one city then 
compare results and discuss further what we are trying to find out. We would like Pam, Tom and Mick to let us know which city 
they want to contact for the pilot; we can coordinate this by phone or e-mail. Suggestions for places of particular interest were 
Portland, Eugene, Austin and Willits. 
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5. Next Meeting. We will meet in two weeks, Monday, the day before the election. Location TBA. 
 
 
SURVEY DRAFT 
 
Explanation: I’m on the Ashland Planning Commission, which has made sustainability one of our goals. We are beginning by 
testing a way of gathering information by contacting people and organizations believed to be working on sustainability in order 
to get a handle on what sustainability means in this community and its implications for the Planning Commission. This is an 
initial contact, and will likely be followed up with further questions concerning citizen participation and direction for the City. 
The information we are gathering will be part of a public report, but is not intended to be put in a form for distribution at this 
point. 
 
Questions. 
Name, Address, phone number, e-mail 
Location if different from address. 
What are you or your organization doing? 
How long have you been doing this? 
How many people are involved? 
Who else should we talk to about sustainability in Ashland or Rogue Valley? 
Is there a person or organization outside our area that is especially influential to what you are doing? 
 



 

Ashland Planning Commission Sustainability Work Group 
November 3, 2008 

Page 1 of 1 

 
SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTE 
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 3, 2008 

 
 
Attending:  Commissioners Mindlin, Stromberg and Church 
 
1.  Survey Update.   
Commissioner Mindlin has conducted 4 trial surveys.  These were discussed in some detail and with interest.  Surveys took 
here about 15-20 minutes to conduct, with a total time of about 30 minutes needed per survey with writing up notes and 
tracking down the person to survey.  Mindlin thought it would be difficult to do a good job without good typing/note taking skills, 
as the responses were enthusiastic and contained a lot of information.   Commissioner Stromberg has been collecting 
recommendations of people to survey, but has not done any actual surveys yet.   
 
It was noted that the information is wide-reaching and it was difficult to know what avenues of action might be pertinent to 
Planning Commission roles and duties.  Commissioner Stromberg stated that since the PC is responsible for reviewing and 
updating the Comp Plan that most areas of sustainability could be addressed in one or another of its’ sections.  Commissioner 
Mindlin noted that the direction may become clear when we have a range of responses, for example a sorting by different 
categories of concern such as energy, food, transportation, etc.   
 
We will continue to collect contact information and do surveys. 
 
2.  Commissioner Church remains interested in researching other government/local actions and will contact at least one 
before the next meeting and will attempt to identify the areas of inquiry based on that initial contact. 
 
3.  The next meeting was set for Monday, November 17th. 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 24, 2008 
 
 
Attending:  Commissioners -- Stromberg, Mindlin, Marsh 
 
Several members of the public attended this meeting.  They introduced themselves. 
Pam Vavra -- Director Peace House 
John Bullock -- retired teacher, former city council member in Lomboc, worked on their general plan 
Darren Campbell -- new resident.  Did regional sustainability plan for Lake Tahoe 
Huelz -- designs zero net energy homes 
Amber Garrard.  Recent college graduate from Vermont.  Worked on Peak Oil Task Force and related community outreach. 
Julie Norman - Siskiyou Project, forest protection 
Angie Thusius -- Grandmothers & Friends in Green; protecting water resources 
 
We passed around a sign-in sheet.  The work of this committee was introduced and the two areas of surveying local activities 
and investigating other governments explained.  Marsh said there were efforts coming at goal of sustainability from different 
directions.  We need to be careful not to get in the way of the strategic planning process planned by the City.  Stromberg said 
everything we do with sustainability is a plus for the economy because it makes us more interesting and supports our 
sustainability branding as a town.  Merkley is interested in sustainable forestry and may support efforts here.  City’s land in 
watershed and Forest Lands Commission could become a model of sustainability. 
 
1.  Other governments.  Mick Church has sent out a report done by Redwood City where he used to work.  We think he said 
this cost $2,000,000 to do.  It looks very interesting, but none of us have actually read it yet.  It covers a lot of categories with 
assessments of resources and action plans.   
 
Darren Campbell told us a little about the work he did in Tahoe.  They commissioned a study and presentation; a sustainability 
strategic plan including transportation, economy, mixed use, water improvement, new uranist approach, creating a culture of 
sustainability.  He gave the opinion that Ashland was probably way ahead in creating a culture of sustainability.  He has 
investigated the sustainability planning in a lot of different cities; the ones in Canada are the most interesting.  He voiced a 
willingness to share some of this research with us.  Mindlin asked if he could provide us with the 3 best--maybe the one with 
the best planning, the one with the best ideas, and the one that was most similar kind of city to ours.  Campbell is applying for 
a job with the City of Ashland for economic development. 
 
2.  Local survey.  Mindlin described the survey process.  It is really fascinating to do, and people are quite enthusiastic.  It 
takes about 20 minutes to do a survey because people are very interested in the conversation.  She has tried to survey people 
who would be able to help with further contacts.  Has done 17 surveys so far.  We now have about 100 contacts for people 
reported to be working in “sustainability”, plus another 100 from the Earth Day list and the Ashland Green Business list. 
 
 She said she had heard that Ashland has the reputation of being a leader in sustainability and wondered why.  Various 
people contributed the ideas that this was likely due to actions taken in the 1980’s with our  foresighted Comprehensive Plan, 
Wandershie’s promotion of 2x6 construction which was revolutionary at that time, use of green energy in the form of 
purchasing hydro from Bonneville, and solar collectors on the city building.  We have a great legacy from the 80’s but now 
we’ve fallen behind.  
 
Mindlin read a couple of survey entries.  Marsh and Stromberg said we could publish this in a format like the Whole Earth 
Catalog.  Mindlin asked how to proceed with the surveys: continue phoning which will take a long time if she is the only one 
doing it or send by e-mail and get them in writing?  Stromberg suggested that we should ask all the commissioners to do at 
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least a few so they will feel the buzz from doing it.  In addition, there is a much different perception from filling out a form and 
being contacted personally to talk about your activities.  Marsh said she would not have time to do surveys, although she 
would work on the other government aspect.  It was suggested that non-commissioners could make calls, and an informal 
consensus supported the idea of having some of the people at the meeting do some surveys.  Pam Vavra and Julie Norman 
volunteered to do a few surveys each.  We will also ask the other commissioners to do surveys by e-mail.  Melanie will 
coordinate this. 
 
3.  General conversation. 
Vavra said she would like to see us establish the criteria and indicators for sustainability.  Establish a baseline and measure 
our improvement.  We could use agencies that are already collecting information, such as car registration and energy used.  
Huelz explained that the Conservation Commission is talking about this already, and are working with ICLE. 
 
SOU has made a commitment to a carbon neutrality plan, and are promoting themselves as a sustainability college--
sustainability programs in environmental science and business.  We could use students and their technology to do some of 
this work.  In addition to the obvious baselines and metrics on energy, we should also have measurements on food and other 
areas.  Science Works is another institution that we could work with, and perhaps use as a venue for conferences or other 
events. 
 
Stromberg suggested that we continue to meet every week to build momentum on this project.  Mindlin will book the room and 
contact people. 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 8, 2008 
 
 
Attending: Commissioners Melanie Mindlin, Michael Dawkins, John Stromberg 
 
Public: John Bullock, Peter Gross, Wacheuka, Darren Campbell, Anne Eldridge, Angie Thusius, Julie Norman 
 
We reviewed the experience of volunteers who did surveys.  Julie doing phone tag with a lot of hers.  John has written them 
up, had long conversations with some, and is ready for additional contacts.  Michael has done a couple and told us about his 
conversation with John Michael Greer.  We talked about directing conversation in the survey towards resources that they were 
offering to the city or community related to sustainability.  John B. had done this, and Julie said that was a good idea to 
include. 
 
We talked a little about the difference between surveying individuals who think sustainability is important and are doing things 
at home and people who are in organizations or doing work that is accomplishing something identifiable in the community.  
“Sustainable advocate” might be a category of people surveyed.  There are organizations specifically doing sustainability work 
and others doing something about sustainability within their organization or workplace. 
 
We will send out a copy of the survey results to this point as a pdf so others on the committee can see where we’re at.  Keep 
e-mails hidden; this is only for use by the committee itself at this point and is not to be distributed.  We’ll also send out the list 
of contacts, but people will only survey those given them by Melanie.  Others will let her know if there is an area of interest 
they would like to talk to people about.  Survey entries will be sent to Melanie for inclusion. 
 
We want to make the results public at some point.  Before doing that, we should send entries to the people surveyed for their 
approval.  We’re seeking the best way to make this available--web page, print, how should the entries be categorized?  How 
do they become useful? 
 
We have the intent of inviting the general public to fill out a survey, possibly distributed through the city utility bills,   
newspaper, listserves, etc.  This would include asking if there are any organizations we have missed (being able to see the list 
on a website will help with this).  Melanie asked everyone to think about how we might want to tweak the survey to get the 
most useful information from private individuals. 
 
What is the purpose of this project? was the topic of a wide-ranging discussion.  Commissioners shared information about the 
Comp Plan and its relation to ordinances and Planning Commission decisions.  Can rules be made that will enhance 
sustainability?  What about getting rid of rules that stand in the way?  If what is needed most is a change in culture, does 
changing the rules make any difference? Peter and Melanie described some rules that would promote sustainability in city 
planning.  Anne talked about the importance of carbon trading, which has been widely adopted in Europe, as a way to let 
people do it the old way but pay for the privilege.  We talked about having the survey be open-ended to find out what people 
think is important. 
 
Angie, Anne and Huelz offered to do some surveys.  Everyone is looking forward to seeing the results to date and we will 
discuss these at the next meeting.  Next meeting is Monday, Dec. 22nd at the library. 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 22, 2008 
 
 
Attending: Commissioner Mindlin, Julie Norman, Darren Campbell, Peter Gross, Jim McGinnis, Larry Blake, Huelz. 
 
1) Discussion on ICLE sustainability plan pilot program. Darren informed us that ICLE is looking for 4 municipalities who 

want to be part of a pilot project for starting up a sustainability plan. They’re looking for a range of city sizes and forms of 
government. They are offering training and other services for free. Jim suggested that the sustainability plan is designed 
to be a support system for instituting their program of measuring baseline and progress on sustainability markers. They 
are promoting software that measures sustainability including a module for city as an organization as well as the 
community as a whole. The City joined ICLE and tried to use their system, but it takes a lot of time and we don’t have 
funding for staff to support it. Tried to do it with students at SOU but didn’t get enough continuity to transition from one 
year to the next with different interns. There’s flexibility in how the data is collected so more than simple training is 
required. Dick had suggested that a half or full time staff position would be needed to do the baseline measurement. 
Methods of funding this, getting students or SOU staff to contribute were discussed. Jim will talk to Dick Wandershie 
about city interest in applying to be part of this pilot project. Darren will talk to ICLE about what commitment of staff 
resources would be necessary. 

 
2) Jim McGinnis told us about an event being planned by a group called Sustainability Leaders Dialog to bring together city 

councilors, commissioners, staff, other community leaders and members of this group to discuss sustainability and the 
Transition Town concept. The event will be in January. 

 
3) Larry Blake, head of SOU facilities, was attending to see what we were doing. He told us a little about the sustainability 

work they’re doing with Dick Wandersheid. Sounded like it mostly had to do with energy use. 
 
4) Melanie said she would like to set deadlines and wrap up the survey/inventory project. We don’t have to phone every 

person that got onto our contact list. We should figure out how to get it posted on the City’s website, then get out our 
related citizen survey. People should be able to see the work we’ve done so far on the website when thinking about filling 
out a survey. However, we have a couple of sectors that are not well represented, and we should focus in on those before 
finishing the phone contact effort. 

 
SOU: we have three professors, but could use some more as well as their sustainability council. Ashland School District: 
have only talked to Wilderness Charter School. Should talk to Julie DiChiro, Matt Marr would be alternate, find out about 
clubs, programs in the schools, School Board subcommittee for local food in the cafeteria. Jim Hartman and Tim Brandy 
were suggested both of whom are on the contact list. Health Care is not repesented. Ash Comm Hospital has something 
called the Plane Tree, which is a new model for health care which may have something to do with sustainability; their 
promotional materials say they have a green program; contact the CEO. Should contact RVTD and RVCOG. Should 
survey the rest of the members of the Conservation Commission and Dick Wandershie. We should contact the green 
businesses certified by the City.  

 
We set a tentative time table for completing the inventory project. Complete phone surveys by January 12th, get posted 
on website by the end of January or early February, get the do-it-yourself survey out by the end of February. The do-it-
yourself survey would be advertised in the city utility newsletter, as well as getting the word out in the media. You could 
get a copy of the survey on line or at the city office. It would be cool if people could fill out a survey on line, but that might 
involve too much staff time. The inventory will be categorized by sectors on the website so people can find stuff of interest 
to them. We can have a “miscellaneous” or “whole systems design” category for activities that cross sectors. We need to 
find out how to get approval for and action on having the City put this on their website 
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After note from Melanie: We also need to send out the entries to participants for their approval of what we’ve written before 
releasing publicly. 
 
We brainstormed ideas for what questions we would ask in a general survey which should be somewhat different from the 
survey of organizations that has been done so far. 
 
Suggestions: 
- Have you instituted any sustainability practices in your home, profession or workplace? 
- We could have a checklist to get them thinking. 
- Would you volunteer time? 
- What are your 3 areas of greatest concern? 
- Is there anything local government could do to further your sustainability activities? 
- Has the city prevented you from doing any planned sustainability activities? 
- What should the city’s top 3 priorities for sustainability be? 
 
Next Meeting is Monday, December 29th. We have invited Torrey Byles to come talk with us about his work as an Applied 
Economist, the studies he has been doing with THRIVE and studies which could be undertaken by the City. We will revisit the 
ICLE application. We will review new information about putting the inventory on the city’s website. 
 
Following meetings are: 
 
January 12th. Power Point presentation by Darren Campbell on sustainability efforts being undertaken in other cities and what 
is a sustainability plan. 
 
January 19th. Review and categorize inventory entries. 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 29, 2008 
 
 
Attending: Commissioners Mindlin and Stromberg 

   Anne Eldridge, Boyd, Darren Campbell, Pat Fretton, Pam Vavra, Peter Gross, Huelz 
 
 
Update on ICLE application to be part of their pilot project.  
Jim McGinnis and Darren Campbell talked on the phone this week, but neither has been able to complete their task due to the 
holidays.  Jim is to talk with Dick Wandersheid, and perhaps other conservation commissioners, to gauge their interest in 
becoming an ICLE pilot project. Darren is to talk with ICLE about what staff resources are required by ICLE.  Deadline for the 
application is January 9th.  John Stromberg asked whether we needed support of the City Council in order to file the 
application.  It was the opinion of those present that we could apply and then take it to the Council if ICLE chose us for the 
program.  Darren reported that they only had 6 applications when he spoke to them 2 weeks ago giving us a good chance.  He 
believes they will come here to do training and consultation with a value of $30-$50,000 based on his previous work 
experience.  It was noted again that the city is already a member of ICLE and has made a previous unsuccessful attempt to 
use the assessment program with the help of university student interns. 
 
Inventory/Survey Update. 
We’re looking to complete the phone surveying by January 12th.  Melanie has enlisted the services of two members of the 
Siskiyou Permaculture Resources Group and has requested help from student interns from SOU working with TBL21.  Darren 
will start on his contacts after the holidays.  Anne has requested additional contacts. 
 
The purpose of Phase 2 was then discussed.  Phase 2 was originally envisioned as soliciting input from the community at 
large by advertising the survey in the media and city utility newsletter.  Stromberg reviewed the original intent of the inventory: 
to gather information about activities being done by individuals and organizations out in the community (as opposed to in the 
home) both as a first step towards incorporating sustainability into the Comp Plan and as a way to make sustainability more 
visible to the community and the outside world. 
 
What would be accomplished by a general survey? 
Statistical report could be done if we used a checklist. 
Polling to find out level of activity 
Creating a resource of the results. 
Touchstone to the community 
Elicit information about additional activities we don’t know about 
Help people to make connection with others doing the same thing; know that level is increasing. 
Might show possibilities for new organizations or businesses 
Can help identify where outreach and education is needed 
Acknowledgment of people’s efforts 
Building energy for strategic planning by getting people interested and that the City would value their input if they participate in 
a visioning process. 
 
Further suggestions:  
It would be self-selecting so volume of information may not be all that great. 
Could have a face-book type site with people’s sustainability profile. 
We should Finish Phase 1 first. 
Should do with Open Source software so anyone can add to it. 
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Commissioner Mindlin described how an earlier roadblock for this sustainability investigation had occurred because it was 
thought that it would detract from the visioning and strategic planning which the city has been planning to do. 
 
Commissioner Stromberg suggested that once we have done as much as we can with our phone outreach effort, we should 
compile the information on the city’s website, and have the rest of our contacts survey themselves.  We would continue to 
solicit entries for the inventory from people thought to be engaged in sustainability activities without advertising it to the 
general public. 
 
The manner of presentation will be discussed further at the meeting on January 19th, when we will sort the entries by type of 
activity. 
 
Commissioner Stromberg was then moved to ask the people attending,  
“What should the mayor do in this situation?”  Response: 
- Establish some real goals in each sector. 
- Education is needed before asking people to set goals so we get a better informed response. 
- Process should be inclusive, interactive & informed 
- Government can create an environment of support 
- Mayor can observe & interact with community activities, draw media attention, advocate 
- Make people already within government who want to do sustainability work feel safer and valued. 
- Make connections with other levels of government (state, federal) 
 
Commissioner Mindlin then asked, 
“What should the Planning Commission do?” Response: 
- Update the Comp Plan for sustainability.  This is needed before we change the ordinances.  We need staff support to do this. 
- Go after the building code; raise the requirements 
- Work on the design standards, such as prioritizing solar orientation 
- Try to keep up with what’s going on in the community, respond and reflect.  City government is not keeping up with the 
citizens. 
 
Finally, Commissioner Stromberg pointed out that the Budget Committee meets on Monday nights and he will no longer be 
able to attend at that time.  
 
Next Meeting: 
Monday, January 12, 7:00pm, Library Gresham Room 
Darren Campbell presentation on sustainability work of other local governments. 
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ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 12, 2009 
 
 
Attending:  Commissioners Mindlin, Dawkins and Marsh 
Others Attending: John Stromberg, Darren Campbell, Torrey Byles, Julie Norman, Christopher Daugherty, Anne Eldridge, 
Angie Thusius, Peter Gross, Carlos Delgardo, Hon. Gaweya, Rob Sweeney, Merrill Ward, Liza Maltsberger 
 
The agenda of the meeting was to hear a presentation on sustainability work in other municipalities and sustainability plans 
presented by Darren Campbell with his power point.  The presentation is not synopsized here.  We looked at materials on the 
Natural Step which is being used in Corvallis and many other places.  We also looked at materials from South Lake Tahoe 
where Darren worked before moving here. 
 
It was noted that the Natural Step model does not include economics.  Also that in Corvallis the Natural Step work was led by 
a citizens group rather than by city government itself, although the understanding is that they had the full cooperation of the 
local government. 
 
A general discussion was had about visioning the sustainable city.  Commissioner Marsh said she thinks we need a baseline 
measuring where the city is at now before visioning where we want to go.  Some visioning/strategic planning is done with 
Scenario Planning.  With this, you identify challenges being faced by the community and elicit visions of desirable outcomes 
and identify different ways it might play out. 
 
A great many interesting frameworks and planning models were mentioned in brief.  We want to have another look at a slide 
called  “ICSP Infrastructure” with a very interesting bubble diagram.  Darren will give Melanie a copy of the power point slides 
to use as needed. 
 
Darren was thanked for putting together the presentation. 
 



 

Ashland Planning Commission Sustainability Work Group 
January 19, 2009 

Page 1 of 1 

 
ASHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE/WORK GROUP 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 19, 2009 
 
 
Present: Commissioner Mindlin 
Others: John Stromberg, Anne Eldridge, Julie Norman, Peter Gross, Pam Vavra, Larry Blake,  
 
At this meeting, we sorted out the inventory entries into the categories set by three different frameworks: the Ashland Comp 
Plan, the Tipping Point, and Permaculture/Transition Town.  This exercise took up most of the meeting.  We noted that many 
of the entries were difficult to apply to the Comp Plan elements, especially in the areas of food and community awareness.  
Some of the sectors of the Tipping Point did not have any entries.  All of the categories for the Permaculture/Transition Town 
framework had entries and may be the framework most directly related to the self-defining sustainability actions in Ashland. 
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This non-exclusive list or compilation was personally prepared by me, Melanie Mindlin, and does not 
represent an endorsement of the businesses by the City of Ashland, Oregon, its Commissions, Boards, 
officers or employees.  This list is provided solely to inform those interested of businesses that purport to 
engage in sustainable practices.

Organization Description of Activity

NATURE STEWARDSHIP

Bear Creek Watershed 
Education Partners

Bear Creek Watershed Education Partners provide watershed education for Rogue Valley youth and 
encourage educators, students, communities, public agencies, and organizations to work together 
to protect, enhance, and maintain Bear Creek.  Program areas are:
Watershed Enhancement:  coordinates agencies and schools  for riparian planting, storm drain 
stenciling, wetland restoration, fishing line recycling, and invasive species removal; sponsors 
annual watershed cleanups
Educator Workshops;  Watershed Monitoring Programs;  annual Watershed Education Symposium 
for students and teachers about ongoing watershed education projects. bcwep1@yahoo.com   
http://www.bcwep.org/

Forest Service Sustainable 
Operations Team

Ashland resident, Jim McGinnis, worked on the creation of the Sustainable Operations Team for the 
Forest Service, and is now a member of that team.  The Forest Service Sustainable Operations 
program addresses internal operations covers transportation, water quality,  building energy, 
greenhouse gas related actions, and green practices for purchasing.  This team oversees 
Sustainable Operations for the whole US and is based out of the Forest Service DC office.  The 
Forest Service has green teams to implement Sustainable Operations.  
However, since this is an unfunded mandate for the Forest Service Climate Change Board, all green 
team work is "voluntary".  The National Sustainable Operations Team is in place to support the 
implementation of these processes and embed activities throughout the agency over the next 3 
years.  The Agency recently held a Sustainable Operations summit involving 100 people in 
Madison, WI and and additional 500 attending virtually attending via video conferencing.  In 2009 
the summit will be hosted virtually out of Portland. One of their projects will be to have a Forest 
"extreme makeover" contest.

Klamath Bird Observatory Klamath Bird Observatory (KBO; www.KlamathBird.org) advances bird and habitat conservation 
through science, education and partnerships. Bird population trends can indicate the health of our 
environment and aid us in prioritizing actions to address threats to sustainability.  The United 
Kingdom considers bird population indices among its high level indicators for social, economic and 
environmental well-being.  Along with non-governmental organizations and state and national 
government agencies, KBO is developing The State Of The U.S. Birds, a report with an analysis 
that will serve as a similar index for the United States.  To understand bird populations locally, KBO 
works with partner organizations in the Klamath Bird Monitoring Network, one of the most 
comprehensive regional monitoring programs in the world. KBO’s work here serves as an 
international model for using birds to inform efforts for long-term sustainability. 

Lomakatsi - Education Lomakatsi is doing education in the schools K-12  in Ashland, Shady Cove, Evans Valley, Medford, 
Talent, and Phoenix, as well as with SOU with their Full Circle program. They are teaching people 
how to step out of the human-centric mode and how to give back and why that is important.  They 
have native plant nurseries set up at schools where students help them care for plants, and they 
teach students how to do revegetation and creek restoration. They also provide workforce training 
in four counties, as well as public workshops and community events. http://www.lomakatsi.org/

Lomakatsi - Forestry Lomakatsi engages in sustainable forestry practices  primarily  restoring forests from damage due 
to logging, fire suppression, agriculture and development.  They have treated thousands of acres, 
restoring habitat and bringing back forest lands to a more healthy state.  They do watershed 
restoration for wildlife and salmon habitat, re-vegetation with native trees and shrubs, and in-
stream work for spawning pools.  They've done restoration in almost all the tributary creeks of 
Bear Creek, as well as in Ashland's Siskiyou Mountain Park. They are creating models for 
developing economies utilizing sustainable wood products tied to restoration work, primarily small 
diameter trees coming out  for fire suppression.  They are seeking funding to create a sort yard 
and buy an appropriate sized mill.   They also do natural building as a sideline with small diameter 
wood; as well as erosion control, terrace beds, etc.       http://www.lomakatsi.org/
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National Center for 
Conservation Science and 
Policy

Based in Ashland, the NCCSP creates science-based solutions to protect and restore the life 
processes and ecological vitality that sustain all lands, waters, and communities.  They research 
and translate conservation science to lawmakers, so they have the best available science on 
protecting forests and river systems.  They also produce educational publications and events. 
http://www.nccsp.org/

National Center for 
Conservation Science and 
Policy - Wildlands and Rivers 
Protection

The National Center for Conservation Science and Policy, a nonprofit based in Ashland, has a 
program to help protect wild lands and river systems. They work with large scale landscapes,  
bringing together the scientific research and present it in a form that is readable by public officials. 
They work on the NW Forest Plan and in the Rogue Basin removing many miles of stream barriers 
for fish. They also work in the Klamath basin, the Great basin, and the whole Pacific Northwest on 
groundwater withdrawals. In addition they work in the Rockies on road less analyses.

Southern Oregon Land 
Conservancy

The Southern Oregon Land Conservancy is a nonprofit organization that actively works to conserve 
land, often using a tool called a conservation easement.  They have conserved over 8,200 acres of 
this region's working farms and ranches, river corridors, forests, and scenic lands.  They also 
worked on the RVCOG conservation plan.  Visit them online at LandConserve.org.

Water Quality specialist, Paul 
Kay

Paul Kay is a water quality educator and a builder of floating wetlands in Oregon and México.  He is 
an affiliate of SPROut - the Sustainable Plant Research and Outreach Center - which acts as a 
bridge for communication, technology transfer, and project collaboration in the field of 
phytotechnology (the strategic use of plants to provide ecosystem services in managed 
landscapes).  See www.sproutoregon.org.  SPROut projects include: modular farming in 
ponds/wetlands, wastewater treatment, green roofs, raingardens, stormwater management, and 
phytoremediation.  He works with Ashland Parks Dept. on duck pond rehabilitation and with 
ScienceWorks on outdoor water exhibit planning.  He chairs the Inland Rogue Agricultural Water 
Quality Local Advisory Committee.  roguewater@mind.net

Ecovative Enterprises

Bear Creek Watershed 
Council

Bear Creek Watershed Council works to protect, restore, and enhance the
Bear Creek watershed in partnership with organizations, citizens, and
agencies.  For example, they performed watershed assessment for Ashland watershed, coordinated 
with multiple groups to undertake riparian restoration on Wrights Creek;  provide technical 
assistance and information to the local community.  www.bearcreek-watershed.org.

Waterwatch WaterWatch is a river conservation organization that works to protect and restore natural 
streamflows in Oregon rivers for the benefit of native fish, wildlife, and Oregonians.  Programs 
include:
-- Rogue Basin “Free the Rogue Campaign:” collaborates with government agencies and dam 
owners to plan and fund the removal of fish-killing dams and restore free-flowing water to 157 
miles of the Rogue River.  Also participate in the WISE project, local water bank project, and 
Jackson County water study.
-- Klamath Basin: works to protect river flows needed by salmon and steelhead, to protect and 
restore wetlands on Klamath Basin national wildlife refuges, and to remove the lower four 
hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River.
-- Statewide Water Policy Watch: promotes balanced water policies that promote improved water 
management and that consider needs of fish and wildlife, monitors water related legislation in 
Salem, and watchdogs actions and allocations of the Oregon Water Resources Department and 
Commission.  www.waterwatch.org

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Ecovative Enterprises provides consultation and products related to water quality and organic 
farming.   EE offers system to improve water quality in residential homes to businesses such as 
restaurants, food production, spas, farms and ranches, including systems to naturally improve 
water quality in lakes, ponds and waste water operations. Brian Eckert has been researching water 
and water systems for 14 year from a Naturalist point of view, with the consideration of water 
being a "Living Substance".  With a rich background in organic farming and forest restoration, 
Brian offers his clients a alternative prospective in helping make their home, business or farm, 
sustainable and environmentally friendly.   Brian has also been developing a non-profit organization 
with a education focus on water and natural science for environmental restoration.  778-7188, 
www.ecovativeenterprises.com, brian@ecovativeenterprises.com
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Architect, Jason Zook Jason Zook is a LEED Accredited architectural designer and works for ORW Architects spearheading 
a change in direction for local building practices through the implementation of programs such as 
LEED and Earth Advantage as well as utilizing Natural building techniques, passive solar strategies, 
and sustainably produced or reclaimed materials.  Jason is also a member of the board of directors 
for the Rogue Valley Chapter of the Cascadia Region Green Building Council and co-founder of 
Rogue Valley Green Drinks.  He is on the AIA Sustainability Committee, which is writing and 
submitting legislation at the State level for sustainable and green standards for public buildings.

Cohousing Community The Ashland Cohousing community aka Bear Grass Village is a 13 home cohousing community 
completed in 2007.  The pedestrian-accessed passive solar homes are clustered around a 
community building for group meals, meetings, guests, entertainment, children’s play and more.  
The community includes safe play areas for kids and a 4,000 square foot community garden, and 
uses consensus decision-making and nonviolent communication and other conscious skills under 
development in their community culture.  Principles of cohousing include social sustainability 
through developed relationships with your immediate neighbors and sharing of resources such as 
tools, skills and child care.  Melanie Mindlin, developer, designer and project manager, is available 
for consultation or project management on any aspect of cohousing.  sassetta@mind.net

Conservation Division, City 
of Ashland, Green Building

The Conservation Division has programs in energy efficiency, water efficiency, and sustainable 
building practices for new residential construction. The City has incentives, and consults and 
verifies the construction of Earth Advantage & Energy Star new homes.  
http://www.ashland.or.us/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=432

Earth Advantage Earth Advantage (EA) is a green building program with  3 levels available:  Silver, gold or platinum.  
Earth Advantage is also a LEED provider and LEED is much harder to achieve.  EA has  5 scoring 
areas: water and resource conservation; environmentally friendly materials; land 
conservation/stewardship; indoor air quality and health, and energy.  Fred Gant administers EA for 
areas outside city limits. The City's Conservation Division administers EA inside the City limits, see 
above.  He is responsible for an area from the coast to Klamath to Roseburg.  
http://www.earthadvantage.com/

Energy Star New Homes Energy Star New Homes is tied to the Energy Trust of Oregon which produces cash incentives. It is 
a lesser level than Earth Advantage (EA) and is required as part of EA certification in Ashland.  Fred 
Gant certifies new homes reaching energy star level.  He also gives builders  outside the City 
options of Energy Star, EA or LEED certification.  He does building evaluations, green building 
consulting, and energy consulting.  They arrange for builders to obtain incentives.

Hidden Springs Hidden Springs Wellness Center did green building on their construction, especially in the area of 
energy efficiency.  Rod has built homes using green construction previously.

Retreat center & ecovillage A group interested in creating a retreat center with a sustainable intentional community aka an 
ecovillage with a retreat center as one of its business activities is being spearheaded by Rod 
Newton.  They have not been able to figure out how to do this in or near Ashland, or really in 
Oregon, due to zoning problems.  Rod has worked with Jeff Golden and Peter Buckley to introduce 
a bill at state level to allow an alternative destination resort with sustainable practices instead of 
golf course.  State suggested building at the edge of town and doing farming activities outside city 
limits.  He is looking at land just over the border in California where zoning would be easier.  They 
are interested in doing this in or near Ashland.

SOU Facilities SOU Facilities have energy conservation as a big focus.  They just completed replacing two of four 
boilers in the main heat plant, with design underway to replace next two. Dick Wanderscheid has 
assisted in helping them get going on the planned SOU sustainability initiative. They are trying to 
get participation with Bonneville Power, Energy Trust of Oregon, Northwest Power Council, and 
ODE. They are collecting data on energy consumption to analyze power usage. Bonneville may do a 
energy audit on campus. 
SOU  will be hiring a sustainability coordinator to help with conservation measures and coordinate 
projects on campus. Facilities is trying to team up with Academic Depts to create a webpage 
related to sustainability including related classes, faculty bios, Vitae and  research information, and 
a clearinghouse for lectures and conferences associated with the University. 
A new supervisor for landscape services will be on the SOU sustainability council.  There is an RFP  
for a solar array on the new Higher Education Center in Medford. With the PV array, they expect to 
get LEED Platinum certification. They are pushing for a green purchasing policy, green building 
policy with at least LEED silver on any new building or retrofits, green housekeeping program for 
custodial services, and Green Seal environmental standard for cleaning services. BlakeL@sou.edu
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Verde Village Greg and Valri Williams are the owners of the Verde Village property, which is being developed by 
WILMA, with 68 ecological homes including 15 affordalbe homes with RVCDC. These homes will 
have passive and active solar heating, a goal to be at or near net zero energy, and use water 
catchment and bioswales to treat stormwater.  The backup heat system uses groundsource heat 
pumps.  The City has worked with them on plumbing to allow for greywater when it becomes legal.   
Verde Village has been selected as one of 3 projects by Earth Advantage as a pilot sustainable 
community.

Green building educator and 
Eco-broker

Don McCoy provides facilitation and education on green building science and sustainable living by 
speaking, power point presentations, and his website. He has produced a documentary on local 
green homes. He gives presentations to interested groups i.e., at the Homebuilder Association 
shows, Fire Dept., realtors, and title companies.  As a sustainably trained Realtor® Don helps 
people find and identify energy efficient, healthy and durable features in green and sustainable 
homes.  He helps people with remodeling and new construction as a green building consultant.  He 
is on green teams for new communities’ development and construction. Don is an Energy Trust 
Trade Ally of Oregon (realtor, lender, or builder on the front lines helping the consumer identify 
green features and energy saving techniques). 541-261-3542 websites: 
www.oregongreenhomes.net and www.therealmccoy.us

Homebuilders Association 
Green Building Council

The Homebuilders  Association Green Building Council was created as a response to demand within 
the HBA for  more information of green building.  Builders were seeking education and 
publicity/recognition.  Jackson County has a committee which does education, and works in 
partnership on classes with the Energy Trust.  Eventually there will be a certification program in the 
Rogue Valley within the HBA.   

Inergy Homes Energy Homes is a green building construction company specializing in fire safe homes, recycled 
light gauge steel studs, with exterior polystyrene insulation, SIPS on roof, for an extremely tight 
envelope.  www.inergyhomes.com 541-773-8200

Rogue Valley Green Building 
Council

Rogue Valley Green Building Council. is loosely affiliated with the national USGBC, and is a branch 
of Cascadia GBC.  They provide monthly educational meetings on green technical strategies for 
builders and designers with presentions on topics such as straw bale homes and sustainable 
landscaping.   RVGBC is a nonprofit organization that promotes LEED certification.  They want to 
facilitate educational outreach for children at the  middle school to high school level, such as a 
design build class for students on renewable energy and green building.  They are planning a green 
building conference in Ashland.  They now offer LEED accreditation and classes in 
Medford/Ashland.

TRANSPORTATION

Ashland Car Share Ashland Car Share is a nonprofit whose mission is to provide alternatives to individual car 
ownership.  They provide the opportunity to not be an individual car owner by providing a service 
that allows access to a vehicle 24/7 by reservation.  A recent grant has allowed them to purchase 
their first vehicle, a spanking new Prius.They encourage people to use other forms of alternative 
transportation before the actual shared vehicle; anything but one person in one car.  

Ashland Community Bike 
Swap

The Ashland Community Bike Swap is an annual fundraising event that promotes alternative 
transportation and re-use of bicycles.  It is held each May at the parking lot of the city offices on 
East Main.  Money raised is used to provide bicycle safety transportation throughout the valley.  As 
well as to buy bike lights, bicycle & multi sport helmets and pedometers that are available to the 
public at cost from the Ashland Parks & Recreation office in Lithia Park.

City of Ashland International 
Car Free Day Celebration   

Car Free Day is an annual event to promote alternative transportation.  Tracy Harding has been 
organizing this event for 5 years, providing programming and outreach with the help of volunteers. 
It is sponsored by the City who contributes permits, banner and closes the street for the event.  

Bear Creek Greenway 
Adminstrators Group

Representatives from Jackson County and five cities between Ashland and Central Point 
cooperatively manage and maintain the Bear Creek Greenway.  Jackson County staff coordinates 
maintenance crews (including community justice workers doing non-chemical blackberry removal) 
and interacts with Greenway users.  http://www.jacksoncountyparks.com/greenway.htm
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RECYCLING & REUSING

Ashland Sanitary Ashland Sanitary and Recycling employs Risa Buck to provide Waste Reduction Education.  They 
are supporting and growing programs that reduce, reuse and recycle, including programs to divert 
materials from landfill, i.e., ink jet cartridges, leaves, green debris, compact fluorescents, nursery 
plastics, electronics, plastic bags/shrink wrap and CleraStream lending program.  They provide 
education on their website at AshlandSanitary.com.  Other programs include: OR green schools 
program for Ashland/Talent; presentations in schools and civic organizations on recycling; green 
team with city conservation and DEQ to do assessments for green business;  commercial compost 
program for restaurants, b&b's, and schools to divert pre-consumer food preparation waste.  They 
also coordinate with festivals and events to reduce waste.  

J. Co. Recycling Partnership, Ashland is a member of the Jackson County Recycling Partnership, whose purpose is to publicize 
countywide solid waste diversion events and advance projects to reduce waste. They partner with 
county, cities and waste haulers. They offer a master recycler program at SOU, and have a grant 
for training for 35 volunteers. On the web at JCrecycle.org

Jackson Co. SMART SMART is a program for recycling solid waste. Paige Prewett is the consultant for Jackson County's 
SMART business program where saving money together helps schools, business and organizations 
implement waste reduction programs. Jackson County has a recycling directory, and they do 
special events like the plastic round-up. Roguesmart.org.

ENERGY

Ashland School District 
Resource Conservation 
Coordinator

The Ashland School District's Resource Conservation Coordinator, Jim Hartman, is in charge of 
looking over the use of natural gas, electricity and waste at District buildings.  His goal is to 
improve heating system efficiency, replace windows, improve lighting efficiency, improve landscape 
water use efficiency, increase xeriscaping and mulch,  increase recycling systems, encourage waste 
reduction and improve preconsumer composting.    There is also a designated staff member 
working on resource conservation at each of the school buildings.

Chamber of Commerce Earth 
Smart Guide

The Chamber of Commerce works with the City, distributing materials on using water more 
effectively, being thoughtful as a visitor by conserving water, and publishing the EarthSmart guide 
to recycling and energy conservation.  They have provided energy audits on businesses to help 
retool the use of energy and water. 

City of Ashland, Electric 
Department

The City of Ashland Electric Department is our local electric utility.  The have instituted a number of 
conservation programs on energy end use in the city with a budget of half million dollars a year 
including staff and program funding plus funds from Bonneville Power.  Ashland has the lowest per 
capita electric consumption in the NW, against a rising trend state and nationwide. The City has 
invested upwards of $14 million in energy efficiency. Other related programs from the City include 
water conservation programs, air quality programs, recycling, adopt-a-street, and the green 
business program. They also have renewable resource programs which are among the most 
aggressive in the NW, including Net Metering with full retail rates paid for excess generation, 
rebates for Solar Electric and Hot Water and the Solar Pioneer I and II programs aka The 
Community Solar Program. 541-552-2061. wandersd@ashland.or.us
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Conservation Division, City 
of A,   Renewable Energy 
programs

City of Ashland offers several renewable energy programs.  They promote the purchase of green 
tags (now called carbon offsets).  Incentives are offered for solar water heaters and solar electric 
systems.  Solar Pioneer 2 is a way to invest in a community solar electric system and have output 
credited to your home or business. The City pays retail value for electricity fed into the grid from 
net metered renewable energy systems and Solar Pioneer 2.  
http://www.ashland.or.us/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=432

Conservation Division, City 
of Ashland, Rebtes & 
Incentives

The City's Conservation Division administers Resource Efficiency programs including: incentives for 
replacing appliances with more efficient appliances; incentives for replacing toilets with more 
efficient models; interior and irrigation water audits; home energy audits with blower test; testing 
of duct systems. They have a program to buy down the cost  of purchasing compact fluorescent 
bulbs from stores.  They have rebates for programmable thermostats, removing non certified wood 
stoves and weatherizing houses. Programs for commercial energy efficiency  include replacing 
inefficient lighting and zero interest loans for replacing lower efficiency heating and cooling 
equipment. Commercial water programs are the same as residential.  
http://www.ashland.or.us/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=432

Renewable energy The Bonneville Environmental Foundation for Ashland Renewable Pioneers program provides a way 
homes and businesses can offset energy consumption with Green Tags. GreenAshland.org

Rogue Biofuels Rogue Biofuels manufactures renewable fuel by collecting and recylcing waste fryer oil, putting it 
thorough their process and making it into biofuel.  Their production facility is in Klamath Falls, and 
is all geothermal powered.  They collect oil from Central Pt. to Ashland, from 200 restaurants and 
food kitchens.  The supply station will be at Paradise Supply on Hwy 99 near Valley View, where 
they have a 3,000 gallon tank which they expect to turn over each month.  They are collecting 
10,000 gallons/month, so they will have other supply points as well.  Cost anticipated to be 
$2.99/gallon.  They will promote participating restaurants to try to close loop of use-reuse by 
offering coupons for deep fried food.  Biodiesel can be used in any diesel engine for about 2,000 
miles, after which you need to change the fuel filter and fuel lines at a cost of about $200.

RHT Energy Solutions RHT Energy Solutions does conservation and renewable projects throughout the State of Oregon.  
They subcontract for the Energy Trust of Oregon on industrial and commercial conservation and 
renewable projects.  The Energy Trust is for service territories of Pacific Power, Portland General 
electric and NW Natural Gas and is funded by a 3% public purpose  charge.  As a subcontractor of 
the Energy Trust, they work with large customers to analyze how to save energy with measures 
like: energy efficient lighting, air compression, and production equipment.  RHT also works for 
Bonneville Power, Pacific Power in CA and Avista in southern OR, as well as doing private contracts.  
They can work in Ashland under contract with Bonneville Power for commercial and industrial 
projects.  RHT's goal is to make businesses more productive by improving their energy efficiency. 
541-770-5884, http://www.rhtenergy.com/

EDUCATION & CULTURE

Ashland School District The Ashland School District has many sustainable activities.  One of the goals for graduates is to 
be good stewards of the natural world.  This is modeled in the schools and one of the science 
curriculum standards is about sustainability, energy efficiency and kids learning about how to make 
a difference.  The School District is engaged in $50 million of building renovation, with one of the 
goals being to become as energy efficient as possible.  In 2003, they converted their buses to 
using green diesel which burns almost 100% clean.  While they're not going for LEED certification 
at the Bellview School reconstruction, they are using LEED strategies to be as green as possible.  
In the demolition process, they recycled 90%, due to excellent work by Adroit Construction. 
Special campuses and projects promoting sustainability and the environment include the 
Wilderness Charter School, Willow Wind Community Learning Center, the John Muir School and the 
Social Action and Environmental Justice program. 

Climate Change Project In 2006, Jim McGinnis was trained by Al Gore and climate scientists to present the Climate Change 
presentation.  Since that time, he has given the presentation to 1000 people in Southern OR.  He 
gives presentations to high schools, rotary clubs, etc.  The Gore presentation is about the problem 
of global warming.  Jim has augmented about half of the presentation to include issues of living 
sustainably and "what can be done".  This leaves audiences feeling more hopeful and engaged in 
taking action.
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Ecovillage area for large 
events

Lisa Pavati establishes ecovillage areas at large events with speakers, presentations, and 
resources, especially at Wellsprings events, as well as in our larger region.  
lisa@ashlandwellnessguide.com

Gaia University Gaia University offers students accredited degrees using project-based Action Learning while the 
student is actively engaged in self and planetary transformation.  2009 will mark the second 
Ashland program, which begins Aug 17th.  Join students from around the world as they network on 
integrative ecosocial design and learning.  http://www.gaiauniversity.org/english/ 

National Center for 
Conservation Science and 
Policy--Climate Change

The National Center for Conservation Science and Policy, a nonprofit based in Ashland, has a 
program to help communities prepare for climate change. In partnership with the University of 
Oregon, Climate Futures Forums has started in four basins in Oregon. They use site specific climate 
change projections for regions, gather local scientists and experts on climate modeling to come up 
with what that area needs most for climate resilience of ecosystems.  Next they show the results to 
other 3 sectors (economic, infrastructure, and social service, i.e., fire, police, hospitals) and ask 
what does that mean for your sector? Their goal is to get environmentalists and economic sector 
on the same track. U of O is facilitating the human aspect. They did workshops in the Rogue Valley 
in summer 2008 and the report was released in December 2008.  

National Sustainable Building 
Advisor Program

Shelley Lotz provides sustainable building and living classes. SLP Sustainable Living Programs 
offers the National Sustainable Building Advisor Program, a 9 month course sponsored by SOU.   
There is also a 2 day introductory class through North Mountain Park for laypeople and 
homeowners; and Scienceworks education programs in the works. Shelley is a certified Sustainable 
Building Advisor herself, as well as a consultant and project manager. 840-9474. 
www.sustainablelivingprograms.com

Permaculture teacher Tom Ward is a renowned permaculture teacher and counselor specializing in the Southern Oregon 
and Northern California region.  He teaches the Permaculture Design Course (PDC), a 72 hour 
training which qualifies people for a permaculture certification, generally 2-3 times per year.  He 
teaches a teachers training for the PDC, generally once a year.  He is a counselor with most local 
organic farms and new permaculture homesteads.  Tom teaches and gives talks  out of the area 
and out of the country on an occasional basis.  His current talk topic is social forestry.  Tom is the 
author of Greenward, Ho!, a manual on wildcrafting and herbal medicine, and is working on a book 
on Aspects of Social Forestry.  tomward@mind.net

Plan-It You Plan-It You is a 3D social media life planner that uses multimedia game play to promote personal 
and community sustainability efforts. This guided strategy game assists players to set and achieve 
goals to improve their health, environment, finances and community. Players garner impact points 
as they meet both personal and community game challenges.   Working as teams within the 
community increases the game’s impact. The game includes 3d animation, video, adventure story 
and community events. Still in the development stages, Plan-it You is free to community players; 
an added benefit personal game will likely include a modest subscription fee.

Professor Emeritus, SOU 
Environmental Studies, 
Eric Dittmer

Eric Dittmer works primarily with sustainability capstone student projects which include recycling, 
xeriscaping, monitoring sustainable activities on campus.  He was chair of the Sustainability 
Council for its first two years, and wrote their  annual reports summarizing their activities which 
should be available on their web page.  1.5 years ago the students voted to assess themselves to 
offset gas and electricity use by investing in green tags, kicking off the momentum for becoming a 
green university.   They have been working on energy efficiency strategies and have saved 
$200,000-300,000 by doing a better job of monitoring electric and gas use.  They have 
recommended to executive council to make a position for sustainabilty coordinator, funded by 
monies saved by sust. activities.  

Reskilling In the planning stages, Reskilling is an intergenerational reskilling program, identifying elders and 
mentors in the community with skills to share and bringing them together with high school and 
college level people in a workshop format.  Mostly focused on food and value-added food, the 
project is connected with Village Farm.  

Sentient Times Magazine  Sentient Times Magazine is a free local publication for which sustainability has been a main focus 
for many years. With sustainability now a primary focus they will include articles which inspire, 
inform and provide tools for this community, covering small businesses, individual choices, food 
growing, manufacturing, and everything that provides community needs and assists readers in 
relocalizing.  Contact them at (541) 512-1084, info@SentientTimes.com, or visit 
www.SentientTimes.com.

Page 7



Sheet1

Southern Oregon University Sustainability is an essential value of Southern Oregon University.  The EPA recently named SOU in 
the Top 20 list of Green Colleges and Universities nationwide. SOU students tax themselves to buy 
green credits for the energy used on campus.  We will apply for LEED platinum rating for the 
Higher Education Center that we recently opened in Medford in partnership with Rogue Community 
College.  Both SOU's operations and curricula in Ashland and Medford maintain powerful elements 
of sustainability. 

SOU Sustainability 
Leadership program

Steve Schein is the coordinator of the new certificate program for undergraduates and graduates 
called Sustainability Leadership, starting fall of 09.    This is a curriculum with classes and electives 
across the university, and can be part of an undergraduate degree, a masters in management or 
an MBA.  It’s a cross-university program, so it's not just for business students.  The program is for 
matriculated students, meaning not open to the public.  He also teaches a one credit class in 
community education on Intro to sustainability.  scheinst@sou.edu

Sustainabiality education John Alexander, Klamath Bird Observatory Executive Director, is working towards a Ph.D in 
Sustainability Education at Prescott College.  Sustainability Education is an approach that uses a 
whole systems thinking perspective to consider ecological, economic and social equity issues of 
sustainability as a foundation for education.  John is studying the integration of sustainability into 
higher education while working to learn how science is most effectively delivered to inform 
important decisions that influence the sustainable management of natural resources. Recently he 
has worked with Business and Environmental Studies professors at Southern Oregon University to 
teach about sustainability and assist in developing academic programs in sustainability.

Sustainable Living 
Workshops, Wellness Guide

Sustainable Living Workshops brings local, regional and national teachers to the Ashland area for 
events sponsored by the Wellness Guide.  They are currently offering workshops at least once a 
week starting in February providing affordable, practical skills training centered primarily on food 
security.

Thrivability Institute (Aka the Honoring All Life Foundation), our mission is to explore what it means to thrive both 
individually and collectively, through research and education.  The Thrivability Institute explores 
whole-systems solutions and tools, including diverse Permaculture applications and Spiral 
Dynamics.

HEALTH & SPIRITUALITY

Ashland Community Hospital Ashland Community Hospital over the years has done many things around energy efficiency, 
including improving light fixtures, heating and cooling.  The new building, completed in 2006, 
selected finishes that are environmentally friendly with recycled and natural, nontoxic materials.  
They want to develop green standards for future building projects.  The Green Team is an 
employee group that works on issues of recycling including paper, glass, metal, plastic, and 
computers.  They have recently started to implement the Plane Tree model of patient and family 
centered care which includes creating a caring environment and a focus on community.  In Ashland 
the community element means working on sustainability.

Beach Avenue Productions Beach Avenue Productions produces community events such as World Wellness Weekend which 
began in Ashland in 2004 with Deepak Chopra and continued in 2005 with Robert Kennedy Jr. and 
Martin Luther King III.  These events define "wellness" as all aspects of life physical, emotional, 
financial, business and environmental well being and have now been held nine times in five cities 
across America.  Beach Avenue is planning to come home to Ashland with a new event in the fall of 
2009 that will"Celebrate Sustainable Community". The event will showcase projects that people are 
doing around sustainability here in the region-providing a forum for products, businesses, non-
profits, and individuals  to teach about what they do, as well as sell products and services in our 
community. The events include speakers, classes, music, and food. www.worldwellness.org

Hidden Springs Hidden Springs Community Wellness Center educates and empowers clients to be more responsible 
for their own preventative health care. Holistic testing to determine strategies, lifestyle and 
attitude changes made today can help anyone avoid expensive rescues later. Healthy community 
members contribute to the sustainability of community life.

ECONOMICS & BUSINESS
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Applied Economist, Torrey 
Byles

Torrey Byles is an applied economist doing a number of studies in our area.  He just finished one 
on local food supply regarding consumption and production of vegetables, compiling indicators 
around regional self-sufficiency and the regional economy including a list of target industries and 
enterprises to invest in. Part of his efforts are to put together an investment strategy providing 
capital to local entrepreneurs and start-ups and creating a mechanism so local people who want to 
invest in local business would have a channel to do so.  Torrey was on the Board of THRIVE from 
2006-2008 and continues to support its ongoing success.  He says, "locally owned businesses as 
the focus of growth, has a greater multiplier impact." He does market research and business 
development, especially start-ups, business writing, investor prospectuses, economic feasibility 
studies. He has plans and studies to help local businesses reduce their carbon footprints and buy 
more locally.

Byrne Green Consulting Byrne Green Consulting is a "sustainability incubator" offering business development, technology 
selection and systems design, marketing, and project management for small and medium sized 
enterprises, including municipalities and communities.  ByrneGreen works with a diverse set of sub-
contractors to design a team to assist clients on two sides of the approach to green: innovators 
bringing a green technology to market or established operations seeking to make their product, 
services, and operations more efficient and effective.  ByrneGreen Consulting uses both a cost and 
revenue perspective to insure the adoption of ecological operations by making "the business case 
for sustainability." www.ByrneGreen.com

Chamber of Commerce The Ashland Chamber of Commerce’s mission is to support and promote the local economy and its 
700 members in sustaining their business operations and growth.  They conduct educational 
workshops and trainings covering topics such as business operations, sustainability and economic 
trends.  One of the many committees within the Ashland Chamber is the Economic Sustainability 
Committee which did an analysis of what the strengths and assets of the community were to guide 
their future planning.  The Ashland Chamber’s “Rapid Response Team” works with existing and new 
businesses that are interested in relocating, expanding or starting up in Ashland.  The Rapid 
Response Team pinpoints the needs of the existing or new business and then calls upon 
participating individuals from the community that can provide insight into their own industry, such 
as accounting, architecture or real estate depending upon the needs.  

The Living & Doing Business Guide, that publishes annually each fall, serves as the relocation 
support piece showcasing the livability and demographics that business owners, students and 
employers use to learn about Ashland.  The Ashland Chamber’s Business Retention and Expansion 
program’s purpose is to identify the strengths, challenges and opportunities throughout different 
business sectors.  This is done through peer review, interviews, independent reporting and more.  
They also produce a guide to facilitate working with the Planning Department of Ashland.  All 
activities of the Ashland Chamber are open to the public, including a weekly gathering, called 
Greeters, that provides a venue for networking and sharing best business practices.  For more 
information regarding the Ashland Chamber visit www.ashlandchamber.com

Conservation Division, City 
of A,  Green Business 
Certification

The green business program, is a voluntary program in which the team (Dept. of Environmental 
Quality- Lisa Freeman - toxics/pollution prevention, Ashland Sanitary-Risa Buck -solid 
waste/recycling, City Conservation Division -  Larry Giardina - energy efficiency and - City 
Conservation Division -Robbin Pearce - water efficiency) assesses what each business does in 
regards to sustainable business practices. The team as a whole also reviews each business 
for Transportation and Education aspects.  Businesses get recognized for their accomplishments 
and set goals for adopting new practices to improve sustainability. Networking is encouraged and 
supported. Robbin is the team leader and can be contacted for more information.  552-2062,  
pearcer@ashland.or.us

KCC Resilience Agency Anticipating the present wave of challenges from finance and resource constraints, KCC was 
formed in the Summer of 2007 to explore the options for encouraging regional economic resilience.  
Identifying exchange between regional initiatives (matching "unmet needs and unused resources") 
as a leverage point for innovation, KCC sought community funding to participate in The UnMoney 
Convergence in Seattle in April of 2008, attended by representatives of the E.F Schumacher 
Society and the Rudolph Steiner Foundation among others, where topics such as "Local Money" 
and complimentary currencies were addressed.  Upon their return, KCC gave a series of public 
talks to report on what they had learned and options they identified for a resilient local economy.  
KCC is Kirsten Liegmann (MBA Sustainable Management),  Chris Byrne (MBA Sustainable 
Enterprise), and Crystal Arnold (BS, International Economics).  Their public google group is 
www.RogueExchange.googlegroups.com 
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Money & economic resilience Crystal Arnold assists to revolutionize the concept of money through "Money Metamorphosis" 
workshops. She inspires participants to transform their relationship with money, explore 
unconscious beliefs and behaviors, and learn the Conscious Bookkeeping practice that aligns values 
with financial matters. She also hosts "Prosperity Web", a monthly women's networking potluck 
that provide activities and presentations that support financial empowerment. She is advising 
Sharon Miranda on theOurNexChange currency project.  Crystal speaks at public events about 
complementary currencies, which encourage communities to source goods and services locally and 
be better able to adapt to changes in the national economy.  She also writes articles for the 
Sentient Times. http://moneymetamorphosis.webspirit.us/

OSU Extension Oregon State University (OSU) recently created 5 extension offices to support small farms which 
are becoming more important in the state. They work with small farmers providing university 
research, consultation, classes, one on one consulting, and business planning.  They are working 
with other agencies on agricultural projects.  For example, they are helping a small group of 
poultry producers to form an LLC and purchase shared equipment. OSU Extension works with 
THRIVE and Friends of Family Farmers forming incubator program for new farmers.  Under a USDA 
Risk Management Agency grant, they produced a business class for farmers that is taking place in 
four locations this winter and spring.   The objective of these funded classes is to ensure farmer 
success by providing financial management skills, farm operations & production systems 
information, marketing guidance and much more.

OurNexChange OurNexChange is an alternative currency that complements the US dollar to consciously center us  
towards abundance within the region.  An entity format to accommodate community member 
ownership and investment will be implemented along with technology that fits the model for 
regional sustainability.  Has both a “casual community oriented” level of exchange and a “profit” 
level of exchange. Time spent helping out other community members and organizations can be 
tracked with exchange units to use to receive favors in kind. Full commercial market business 
transactions are encouraged to trade locally,  realize more sales of idle inventory, and be presented 
with consumers with more spending flexibility.  http://ournexchange.com/

Self-Employment 
Consultant/Trainer, Marianne 
Weldlein

Marianne Weldlein is a consultant who is dedicated to economic resilience and community 
sustainability.  She provides facilitation, coaching, mentorship, and groups for support self-
employment and peak performance, and her website offers self-facilitated online business courses. 
To support economic resilience, she teaches people under the age of 35 how to turn their ideas into 
solid income producing projects. This helps the local economy because people have many ideas, 
but often don’t know how to turn them into a sustainable income. She helps individuals in 
businesses and community groups to effectively perform their jobs and tasks, and be more 
cohesive in the way they and interact with each other. This is accomplished through individual peak 
performance facilitation, followed up with team building. 
aimari@earthlink.net,  http://www.empoweringvision.com

Spontaneity Quest The Spontaneity Quest (SQ) is a 501 c(3) Ashland, Oregon based community shareholder 
organization developing a  structure to house a series of sustainable and like-minded green 
businesses in the Rogue Valley in order to create local resiliency, increase economic activity, and 
create jobs. The organization is currently assessing and mapping out community resources with an 
emphasis on food security. Projects in the planning stages include: a locavorist food distribution 
system to directly connect farmers with purchasers,consulting services to enhance the points of 
sale for local businesses, and an eco-forestry company.   SQ business ventures will have 
transparent business practices and an internal commitment to clear communication  utilizing new 
methodologies prevelant in an eco-systems approach. SQ is an evolving organism, actively seeking 
creative, passionate, and skilled people in the RogueValley to develop the first series of companies.

THRIVE THRIVE is a nonprofit organization creating models and opportunities for sustainable economic 
development in Jackson and Josephine counties.  Their work includes consumer and business 
education to promote buying locally and support for triple bottom line practices and industry 
infrastructure tools.  Established programs listed below and in the FOOD secction.  New programs 
in the works include: 1) microenterprise business training courses and business counseling. 2) The 
website is an ongoing project, and they plan to include a section for sustainability tools and links 
for businesses.  http://www.thriveoregon.org/

THRIVE: Food System 
Development

Thrive works closely with the OSU Small Farms Program and regional groups to provide long-term 
planning to businesses and industry groups to give them the tools to grow, produce and process 
food locally.  For example: seed cleaning equipment to Siskiyou Co-op, meat processing, long-term 
site planning for growers’ markets in Jackson County.  
http://www.thriveoregon.org/thrive_programs.htm
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Triple Bottom Line for the 
21st Century

Triple Bottom Line for the 21st Century is an initiative of Peacebuilding through Business, a 
program of Pathways to Peace in S.F.  Their mission is to build a replicable regional model that 
increases TBL practices in the business sector by working with businesses, regional leaders, 
university & economic development organizations, and bring forward the role and responsibility of 
business in peacebuilding.   They use the Tipping Point theory of leveraging four points needed for 
change--hospicing big manufacturing systems, building resilient communities, educating leadership 
and creating a new mythos. They are working in Guanajuato and China as well as the Rogue Valley, 
and rely heavily on interns from university.
TBL21 has 4 programs.  1) Formal consulting engagements with individual businesses lasting from 
a few months to a year.  Focus on the triple bottom line: people, profitability and planet.  Profit is 
important because if they try to be green and flop it’s bad for the sustainability movement.  People-
staff, customers and suppliers--sustainability is doing the best and highest thing for each of those 
groups of people.  That makes a business more competitive, more robust,  and increases job 
satisfaction. Planet means improving energy use and carbon footprint, effluent and waste.  2) 
Networking with community leaders.  TBL21 sits with them in their office, 1/2 to 2 hours, and talk.  
Bringing sustainability to them.  3) Meeting of community leaders to talk about the thing that is 
their main strategic thrust--to make the Rogue Valley a home for sustainable businesses.  They 
may co-sponsor such efforts with other people.   Accomplishing this goal requires a lot of expertise, 
university programs, venture capital.  4) Efforts to spotlight the City’s certified green businesses.

Wellness Guide The Wellness Guide is a resource for healthy, joyful and sustainable living.  It's purpose is to  
increase awareness and network resources,  advertize for businesses in print and online, and 
provide a section for community sustainability announcements on events, projects, and needs.  
Although it is Ashland centered, the Wellness Guide is distributed from Portland to Arcata, holding 
the intent to create a regional web through both advertisers and organizations and strengthen local 
hubs by trading and connecting with neighboring areas.   
http://ashlandwellnessguide.com/index.html

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Conservation Commissioner, 
Tracy Harding

Tracy Harding is a Conservation Commissioner, and is on the education subcommittee and a 
subcommittee working to reduce plastic bags and disposable eatware with Risa Buck and Russ 
Chapman.

Conservation Commissioner, 
Jim Hartman

Jim Hartman is on the Conservation Commissioner.  He is working  on getting the city to do an 
assessment of global warming issues  and reduce fuel use and use carbon offsets.  

Conservation Commissioner, 
Jim McGinnis

As a Conservation Commissioner, Jim McGinnis heads the committee for 4th of "the greening of the 
4th of July", and is heading a committee that will be finding ways to measure baseline greenhouse 
gases for the City of Ashland and its residents and businesses.  Jim is looking at the ICLEI 
(International Local Governments for Climate Change Initiatives) program  to figure out how the 
City can evolve into using a climate change driven process.  Jim is actively working toward a City 
Wide development of a sustainability plan.

Oregon Action Oregon Action is a statewide social justice organization with a local membership of low income 
communities. Their highest priority has been healthcare for all. They had input on the health 
reform bill, Healthy Oregon Act, which has now been passed.  The bill includes how you look at 
health in a community from a sustainability point of view, looking at all the parts of healthcare, 
including not just covering everyone, but more broadly our approach to healthcare as a whole. 
They also work on affordable housing from a sustainability standpoint, including green buildling 
and the kind of housing that is sustainable across the board. www.oregonaction.org, e-mail 
rich@oregonaction.org, phone 541-772-4029

Planning Commisioner, 
Melanie Mindlin

As a Planning Commissioner, Melanie is chair of the Subcommittee on Sustainability.  This 
subcommittee created the inventory of which this entry is a part, and is exploring sustainability 
plans and sustainability work being done by other municipalities.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
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Ashland Resource Center The Ashland Resource Center, or ARC, has created an online forum, social network and portal for 
people to communicate and exchange ideas and build projects locally. ARC has actual face-to-face 
gatherings in addition to the on-line network. The purpose of ARC is the sharing of information 
about activities in our area and keeping a comprehensive inventory of local resources. They run a 
small news/media organization that emphasizes sustainability and community values featuring user-
generated content (e.g., blogs, videos, photos, music) selected from the Internet.  ARC is a model 
for other communities and they are planning to launch other resource centers regionally and 
globally.  http://www.ashlandresourcecenter.com/

Bellview Grange The Bellview Grange is an agricultural/ service oriented fraternal organisation in Ashland since the 
1930's. At present time the Grange is in transition and renewal. Currently, the Grange is a rental 
venue for local groups particularly in the educational & community building arena. The focus being 
supporting CSA's, local agriculturally based groups & organisations providing information for old 
fashioned ways in a forward thinking manner and providing a community hub. The Grange is 
currently visioning how to use primarily local products for Grange food related events.  The 
Bellview Grange has a large portable water tank. The water tank is for use at fairs/festivals. It 
reduces the need for plastic bottles. A Jackson county Grange tradition is bottled water at the 
Jackson county Fair. Bellview Grange provided a more sustainable water system at the fair with the 
tank, summer 08.
Current Grange activities are a monthly pancake breakfast & a winter holiday gathering; both are 
community building occasions. The pancake breakfast also has a market which provides a venue 
for local products & recycled items.  Future plans include buying club, seed bank, winter farmers market, kitchen to process food.  482-6692,  website under construction www.bellviewgrange.org

Earth Day Earth Day is an annual day of celebration and education in April held in Ashland at Science Works. 
They try to make it an event for the whole Rogue valley. It's purpose is to inspire and inform 
people of all ages to create more sustainable lifestyles.  http://www.parks.ashland.or.us/earthday/

Green Drinks Rogue Valley Green Drinks fosters connections, raises awareness, and catalyzes the movement 
toward a more vibrant and sustainable valley.
Green Drinks is a dynamic gathering and a prime networking arena for
those looking for information and connections related to environmental
and sustainability issues. Internships have been initiated, resources
located, volunteers recruited, news exchanged, jobs obtained, etc.
Networking is enhanced through promotion of local innovators, businesses and champions of 
sustainability.  Keeping business local is a primary message of our
organization.  Each Green Drinks gathering features a presentation spanning the range of 
sustainability issues, with an attempt made to explore new angles and often overlooked themes.  
Last Friday of the Month – 5:30PM at Standing Stone Brewery.

Heart Circles Heart Circles are self-facilitated, self-organizing and self-replicating small support groups that allow 
people to meet with friends or family members on a weekly basis to find out what each person is 
feeling in the moment and wanting to create in their lives.  This ongoing process helps deepen 
friendships and family ties.  It also becomes a place to talk about what’s happening in these 
radically changing times that we’re living in.  All Heart Circle members in a town or area can form a 
larger support group called a  'Heart Circle Village'.  Within these Villages members meet once a 
month in order to take collective action together based on individual wants and needs of its 
members.  Thus, Heart Circles give people an intimate environment to 'practice' being present, 
honest and creative with one another and a resonant environment in which to take collective action 
together.  People have a place to both 'be together' and 'act together' as an intimate community of 
friends who can respond effectively and quickly in difficult times.  

Tej Steiner, an Ashland resident, is the creator of this social model and author of the manual; Heart 
Circles: Waking Up With Everyone Around Us.  Heart Circles are now in 12 different countries. The 
Heart Circle Village is being modeled here in Ashland.

Jackson County 
Sustainability Network

Jackson County Sustainability Network is a list serve moderated by Lisa Almarode and Alex Censor.  
It is used for communication about events and information, sharing of articles, questions, and 
discussion topics.  JCSN started out as a group with meetings and speakers, and showed a lot of 
movies on peak oil and related topics before settling into its existence as a list serve on yahoo 
groups.
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Living Earth Circle Living Earth Circle is an Ashland based organization whose mission is to catalyze and celebrate 
healing and wellbeing.  They are involved in many projects including the Grandmother Conference 
whose  2009 theme is Renewal of Resilience: Deepening community in changing times. The 
Grandmother Conference has spun off other grandmother councils and conferences around the 
country.  Lisa Pavati facilitates and mentors other communities with the councils. Living Earth 
Circle also hosts the Labyrinth walk for New Years, a free 3 day gathering in sacred space to find 
center as a community.

ReGeneration Project The ReGeneration Project offers an array of complimentary programs, grounded in generative 
group dynamics and ecological relationships, which empower the generation in their teens, 20's 
and 30's in understanding this moment in time, their role in it, and the potential for a regenerative 
culture.  The foundational program for the past 2 years has been the ReGeneration Dialogue 
Series, a weekly experiential event for young adults exploring emerging culture, embodied 
consciousness and regenerative action produced in collaboration with the Rogue Valley 
Metaphysical Library. Also offered is the eight-week ReGeneration Heart Circle, integrating Dominic 
Allamano's facilitation and insights into the essential dynamics of our times with Tej Steiner's Heart 
Circle Model to create and experiential portal of self and cultural renewal.

Transition Town Transition Town Ashland has registered with the international organization, is setting up a website, 
and is planning a series of events to engage the community with building local resilience to the 
potentially damaging effects of peak oil while reducing the community’s carbon footprint.  The 
concept rests on the idea that a resilient community which is self-reliant for the greatest possible 
number of its needs will be infinitely better prepared than existing communities with their total 
dependence on globalized systems for food, energy, transportation, health and housing. These 
actions will also serve to enhance the biodiversity of our bioregion. Based in the principles of 
permaculture, the transition initiative is an evolving approach based on unleashing the collective 
genius of the specific community.  Melanie Mindlin, Shaktari Belew, Lisa Pavarti, Pam Vavra, Jim 
McGinnis and Lance Bisaccia have begun the organizing process outlined in the transition town 
model.  A power point presentation is being shown monthly for people to learn about the concept.  
http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/the_transition_handbook:paperback, http://transitionculture.org/2008/02/19/tantalising-glimpses-of-resilience-the-introduction-to-the-transition-handbook/

Webspirit Community Webspirit is a computer community network  to support businesses and individuals to create 
together as a body of people.  Webspirit Community Foundation is a nonprofit to help organizations 
like Webspirit to move forward by providing fundraising and education for projects.  
http://webspiritcommunity.com/main.php

Wellness Guide - Events Lisa Pavati and the Wellness Guide host events such as the Harmony Harvest Fair and Seeds of 
Sustainability Fair, both with music, food local products, and seaonal related activities to bring the 
community together.  In 2008, they are hosting a Food Security Conference, Feb. 21-22 with 
panels on local seed projects, food security projects, expert teachers, permaculture teachers, open 
space forums, and affinity action group planning. http://ashlandwellnessguide.com/

World Café Dialogs Dominic Allamano facilitates intergenerational community dialogs, such as Our Food Future, 
InterGen Dialog, and the Sustainable Issues Candidate Forum events held in Ashland in 2008.

FOOD RESOURCES

Acorn Co-op An Acorn co-op is forming with the intention to bring awareness to the importance of restoration of 
native oak habitats through the Respectful and efficient use of acorns as a viable local food staple.  
For any information please contact Wylie Bettinger, musicalfarming@yahoo.com.

Farm to Schools An Ashland School District Farm to School program originated with a grant from the OR Dept. of 
Agriculture and continues through contributions from the community while additional grants are 
being sought.  The program purchased food from local growers to be supplied to school cafeterias.  
This program is being overseen by a subcommittee including school board, non-school board 
members and the district business manager.  

Locally grown food drive This locally grown food drive works with local farmers and stores and provides to Access, Peace 
House, and Grandmother Agnes.   It purpose is to connect local production with local need.
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Neighborhood Garden 
Project

The Neighborhood Garden Project is a city-wide initiative to network people and support them in 
growing cooperative gardens in their neighborhoods.  They enroll people, connect them with others 
nearby and provide a support package including workshops, on site consultation, a garden 
handbook done locally, and discounts on products and workshops. There will be a fee in order to 
support this with paid staff, follow through and gatherings to network. 
community@ashlandwellnessguide.com, 201-0372

Neighborhood Harvest Neighborhood Harvest is a volunteer group  that is picking and distributing fruit that would 
otherwise be left unharvested. Neighborhood Harvest picked 3,000 lbs. of food in 2008 from 
August through November.  They are harvesting unpicked fruit primarily in the Ashland area.  The 
harvest is distributed 1/4 to the pickers, 1/4 to charity, 1/4 to the owner and 1/4 for sale.  Sale of 
fruit sustains the operation.  Owners sometimes trade their share for another variety of fruit if 
available.  Contact them to help pick fruit, or if you know of trees that aren't being harvested.  
NeighborhoodHarvest.org, 541 488-8777

Rogue Valley Growers and 
Crafters Market

The Rogue Valley Growers & Crafters Market is a weekly farmers market offered in three locations, 
including the Tuesday market at the armory on East Main and the Saturday market in downtown 
Ashland.  

Seed Savers of ecoregion 78 Seedsave78 is trying to establish an organization that encourages individual seed saving and 
arranges exchanges.  They do preplanning for different people to save different seeds, as well as 
education on techniques.  They welcome new participants and hope to grow into an organization 
that is coordinating the local saving of seeds for all our food needs. lisaalmarode@yahoo.com or 
jardinducare@yahoo.com

Siskiyou Co-op The Siskiyou Co-op was established to support small organic farms in the Applegate Valley.  It is 
primarily a marketing cooperative. but also cooperatively leases equipment, works with interns and 
more.  Their main project is a CSA  with 10 farmers and 2 other producers providing weekly boxes 
to 140 families.  They are able to play on the strengths of crops grown by different farmers and 
provide a taste of what the region can produce including goat cheese, honey, bison and other 
products in addition to vegetables.  The Siskiyou Coop provides a great marketing opportunity for 
the small farms in their area.  http://www.siskiyoucoop.com/

Siskiyou Permaculture 
Resources Group (SPRG)

Siskiyou Permaculture Resources Group (SPRG) is a club active in sharing resources and knowledge 
relating to permaculture, a whole systems design system based on nature, where all elements are 
interconnected creating a sustainable equilibrium.   SPRG is primarily focused on farming, 
gardening and lifestyle.  SPRG has monthly meetings with presentations by members and 
discussion of members' permaculture sites, as well as "Permablitz" events where the group works 
on projects together.  Please email Cynthia Care at jardinducare@yahoo.com if you'd like to 
participate.  

Teacher, gardener, 
sustainable agriculture

Scott McGuire has been an organic gardener, farmer, and landscaper for the past 30 years.  A 
graduate of Alan Chadwick’s Farm and Garden Project at UC Santa Cruz, he has been a workshop 
leader and design consultant for numerous projects nationwide.  In 2008, in addition to teaching 
classes on gardening and sustainable living skills, he helped build the John Muir school garden and 
worked with the Neighborhood Garden Project as a horticultural advisor.  He’s currently completing 
his first book, God From the Ground Up: the Spirituality of Sustainability, while teaching classes 
and assisting others in their transition from ornamental to edible landscapes.  Email: 
scottmcg@jeffnet.org , 541-488-7489 or visit my website www.cocreativeliving.com

THRIVE: Eat Local Week  Eat Local Week aims to help families source local food;

THRIVE: Food Connection The THRIVE Food Connection helps connect the buyers and sellers of local food – farmers, 
ranchers, specialty food producers, restaurants, cafeterias and groceries through workshops and a 
website.

THRIVE: Rogue Flavor Rogue Flavor is a buy-local marketing campaign educating consumers about the benefits of buying 
locally   produced food and helping them find it through Eat Local Week activities and an annual 
print guide.  The guide lists grower’s markets, farmers that are selling direct, specialty foods 
produced locally, restaurants and stores that are buying direct, and local wineries, distilleries and 
breweries.  The directory includes information on which businesses use renewable energy, 
organics, have been through green business or other certification programs. 

Village Farm The Village Farm is developing a cooperative farm that shareholders buy into, work the farm and 
share the food that the farm grows. The Village Farm is currently growing food for food security 
and education, and holding ceremonies and gatherings for the community.   They are still 
developing their mission and goals, and are looking for land to put in trust to build a demonstration 
site. 
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Willow Witt Ranch Willow Witt Ranch is doing 76 acres of wetland restoration at the headwaters of Frog Creek which 
starts north of Grizzly Peak and ends up in Bear Creek.  They are pasture-raising goats, pigs, 
laying hens and meat poultry using management intensive grazing techniques (rotational grazing) .  
They are locally selling goat milk, eggs, pork, goat meat, poultry, sausages and vegetables.  All 
products are organic, not yet certified.  The ranch provides opportunities for people to visit, tour 
and stay on a working sustainable farm.  There are day camps planned to start summer of 2009, 
including outdoor experience and sustainable farming.   Willow Witt Ranch is growing healthy local 
food and soil. 541-890-1998.  http://www.willowwittranch.com/

Within Earthly Bounds Within Earthly Bounds is an educational nonprofit operating in the Applegate Valley with a focus on 
sustainability and farming.  Their current project is an intern cooperative which coordinates events, 
including classes and farm tours, for participating interns.  Their program vision is to create a 
model for hands on farm education that leads interns with limited experience through 2 years of 
training, a self-employment farm incubator and then on to own their own land. Many of the farms 
hosting interns are members of Siskiyou Sustainable CSA.  www.earthlybounds.org

YOUTH

John Muir School John Muir School is a special magnet school of the Ashland School District serving grades K-8.  The 
school was founded on the principles of supportive community.  They offer 5 theme-oriented study 
units per year.  In fall 2009 the whole school studied sustainability. The school is sustainably 
conscious in many ways from large projects to small practices.  Last semester the student took on 
the assignment of mapping their individual water usage charts, and on a daily basis the students 
take unused material from their lunch boxes home to help parents better keep track of resources.

Willow Wind Community 
Learning Center

Willow Wind is a K–12 public alternative program sponsored by the Ashland School District 
supporting diverse education philosophies of the families in a multi-age environment.  Willow Wind 
is located on a 44-acre property that offers a unique opportunity to engage in hands-on studies of 
the natural ecosystems and sustainable agriculture. On the property there are three ponds, two 
creeks, a major riparian corridor, a spring, a large marshy wetland and cultivated garden areas. 
They work in partnership with the Klamath Bird Observatory and Lomakatsi Restoration Project to 
monitor birds throughout the year, teach classes in ecology and conservation for our students and 
work with our students and teachers on revegetation projects and fieldwork to enhance the riparian 
areas.
Willow Wind teachers, students and parents maintain a large organic vegetable garden throughout 
the year. Students are involved in cultivating, planting, harvesting, cooking and studying the 
garden plants. The latest project is the development of a food forest filled with fruit trees, berry 
bushes, and plants whose flowers attract birds and bees to pollinate the edible plants in the immediate area. 
This year, a Green Team class has applied for Willow Wind to be an Oregon Green School following research on recylcing, composting, energy use, etc. Willow Wind is also involved in recycling the historical barn on the property for use as a classroom and g

Teacher, Ashland high school Jim Hartman teaches a unit on composting in his classes at the Ashland high school.  This year, 
they are working on a green roof demonstration project which will include an assessment of what 
kind of plants work best.

Wilderness Charter School The Wilderness Charter School is a program in the Ashland School District providing a one year 
program whose main focus is sustainability. The program  includes communication, personal 
growth, permaculture curriculum, ecological forestry, natural building, ecological foot printing, and 
alternative energies.  They also offer a one credit science class, Introduction to Sustainability, for 
the High School.
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