
Coming to the Council in December 
 

While citizens can – and many do – communicate with the city Coun-

cil via email (Council@ashland.or.us), the Council also welcomes 

communication from the public at all of its regular meetings. In addi-

tion to taking public input on all items on every Council agenda, the 

Council sets aside 15 minutes at the start of every meeting for public 

forum, which is an opportunity for people to come speak to the Coun-

cil about anything that’s on their mind. 

 

To see what’s on upcoming Council agendas, check the “Council look 

ahead” and “agendas and minutes” links on the city website,  

ashland.or.us.  

  

One item coming to the Council in December that may be of interest 

to many citizens is a discussion of an “infill strategy” along the Ash-

land Street and Siskiyou Boulevard transit corridors. The basic idea 

behind the strategy is to allow more intensive development of what 

might be considered underutilized land for low- and median-priced 

housing, while also allowing businesses to grow up rather than 

sprawling out. You can read more about this by clicking on the Plan-

ning Commission link under “City Commissions” on the City web site 

and then going to the Commission’s October 11, 2016, agenda. The 

Council will hear a report on the infill strategy at its December 19, 

2016, study session, which begins at 5:30 p.m. at 51 Winburn Way. 

Study sessions stream live on UStream, where they are also archived 

for on-demand viewing. To find the study session stream, look for the 

“Videos” link near the bottom of the City web site. 

Restoring and Protecting 
our Ashland Watershed 

 

Historically open forests dominated by 

large fir and pine trees are now over-

crowded with small trees. This creates a 

wildfire threat to our community, water 

supply and sensitive wildlife. To create a 

safer and healthier watershed, the Ash-

land Forest Resiliency Stewardship Pro-

ject (AFR) helicopter thinning effort will 

ramp up again in November. Here’s what 

to expect: 
 

 You will see and occasionally hear 

the helicopter working in the hills.  

 Log truck traffic will be present 

weekdays on Tolman Creek Road 

and out around the Oak Knoll golf 

course to the freeway.   
 

Helicopter thinning minimizes soil im-

pacts on the steeper slopes in the city’s 

watershed when removing trees to re-

duce fire hazard and improve forest 

health. Approximately 400 acres of se-

lective thinning will take place in this 

phase. 

 

The AFR project is a partnership be-

tween the City of Ashland, Lomakatsi 

Restoration Project, The Nature Con-

servancy, and the Rogue River-Siskiyou 
 

(See, Watershed, Back Page) 
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Save the date for Ashland’s third Climate and Energy Action Plan 

Open House! December 7, 2016 
 

You are invited to participate in the third of three open houses for the Ashland’s Climate and Energy Action Plan! 

Open house attendees will discuss and give input on the draft action plan, to be presented to the Ashland City 

Council in February of 2017.  

 

Keep an eye on the city’s website (ashland.or.us), Facebook (facebook.com/CityofAshlandOregon/) or 

Twitter (twitter.com/cityofashland) for open house time and location details. Together, we can build a more 

resilient and sustainable Ashland for local residents, businesses, and visitors.  

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

For more information, visit www.Ashland.or.us/climateplan or 

contact Adam Hanks at 541-552-2046 or adam.hanks@ashland.or.us.  

Ashland Forest Resiliency: 
Smoke and our Water 

 

This fall, the Ashland Forest Resiliency (AFR) partners 

continue to burn piles of brush and small trees in the 

forests above town. Burning piles under the safest con-

ditions during the wet season reduces the summer 

wildfire threat. The AFR partners (the Rogue River-

Siskiyou National Forest, City of Ashland, Lomakatsi 

Restoration Project, and The Nature Conservancy) are 

looking for alternatives to pile burning, but high costs 

and/or undesirable ecological impacts limit the use of 

alternatives (chipping, biochar, biomass hauling, 

mulching, etc). In the remote, steep and erosive Siski-

you Mountains, pile burning is the most beneficial and 

cost effective means to achieve a safer and healthier 

forest, water supply and community. 

 

Returning “Good Fire.” Once piles are burned, the 

forest and our firefighters can better tolerate and safely 

manage future fire, including either controlled burns or 

lightning fires. Pile burns set the stage for the return of 

good fires, which historically occurred every decade 

and sustained a healthy, vibrant forest, wildlife popula- 

tions and clean water for nature and people. 

 

Burn Day Selection. Specific days for  burns are  

selected to minimize impacts to public health and the 

chance that smoke will settle into the community. 

Smoke from forest management projects like AFR is 

regulated by the Oregon Smoke Management Plan ad-

ministered by Oregon Department of Forestry in coor-

dination with the Oregon Department of Environmen-

tal Quality. You can check Ashland air quality at the 

online State of Oregon DEQ air quality index map. 

 

Minimizing Smoke. Careful planning by the AFR 

partners minimizes unwanted smoke in the community, 

but past experience shows that smoke can drift into 

town for short periods. The partners will provide the 

public with up-to-date alerts about burning and smoke 

visible in the hills, with special updates to let people 

know if smoke might drift into the community. To re-

ceive burning and smoke alerts, register for our email 

list at www.ashlandwatershed.org or call 541-552-

2218. You can also call our Smoke Hotline at 541-552-

2490 for daily updates, follow us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AFR.Project, or check out the 

project website:www.ashlandwatershed.org. 

ashland.or.us
facebook.com/CityofAshlandOregon/
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Low Income Assistance 
 

Once again, the City of Ashland has money available 

for the Ashland Low Income Energy Assistance Pro-

gram; a program that helps low-income residents with 

electric bills during the cold winter months. 

 

Eligible Ashland residents include those whose 

income is at or below 60 percent of Oregon’s median 

income. These levels are based on household income 

and household size. Qualified recipients will receive a 

credit on their electric utility charges. Credits of up to 

50 percent will be given to seniors and disabled per-

sons for up to six months and credits of 50 percent to 

other qualified residents for up to three months. The 

maximum allowed credit is $300.00 for either group. 

 

Applicants may call the request line at 541-552-2038 

to request a Low Income Assistance application packet 

be sent to them or pick one up at the utility billing 

counter at City Hall.  

 

If you know of someone who might qualify and needs 

assistance, please let them know about this program. 

The deadline to submit the application is January 31, 

2017. Late applications will not be accepted. 

FireMed Ambulance Membership 
 

One of the many unique things Ashland offers its citi-

zens is the FireMed Ambulance Membership Program 

from Ashland Fire & Rescue. FireMed covers the cost 

of all ambulance and emergency transport, including 

emergency air ambulance costs regardless of whether 

you have insurance. Even if you have insurance, it will 

typically not cover the full cost of ambulance 

transport, so FireMed will cover the cost of co-pays, 

deductibles and other out-of-pocket expenses. 

 

This program is available in Ashland and Talent, as 

well as the rural areas of Green Springs, Highway 66, 

Emigrant Lake, and Howard Prairie Lake. FireMed 

members also enjoy a large reciprocal network with 

ambulance services throughout most of Oregon. For an 

additional $44/year, you can purchase FireMed Plus, 

which adds Mercy Flights services to the coverage. 

 

A single emergency ambulance transport costs over 

$1,000. An air ambulance transport can cost $7,000 or 

more. Being a member of FireMed provides you and 

anyone else in your household peace of mind against 

the unexpected costs of emergency ambulance 

transport. You’ll also like knowing that your member-

ship supports the local emergency services and helps 

pay for equipment and training for emergency person-

nel of Ashland Fire & Rescue. 

 

Join FireMed today. Go to www.firemed.org or call 

541-488-6009. 

Become an Ice Rink Host! 
 

Enjoy the outdoors while having fun volunteering at 

the Ashland Rotary Centennial Ice Rink. Non-skaters 

welcome! 
 

Day, night and weekend times available November 

through February. High school students earn commu-

nity service hours. 

 

To become a host email lori.ainsworth@ashland.or.us 

or call/text 541-499-8798. 

http://www.firemed.org/
mailto:lori.ainsworth@ashland.or.us


Watershed 
Continued from Page 1 

 

National Forest. AFR is a collaboratively developed, imple-

mented, and monitored forest restoration and wildfire safety 

project in and around the Ashland Watershed.   

 

See www.ashlandwatershed.org and www.facebook.com/

AFR.Project for specific updates on work schedules, trail 

closures, and information.  

 

Main Street Tours Annual 

Christmas Lights Tour 
 

Sign Up for our Guided Holiday Shuttle Bus - to Medford’s 

finest Neighborhoods of Greystone Court, Cherry Lane and 

Candy Cane Lane, plus see Jacksonville’s Victorian Christ-

mas! All tours conclude at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Pre-registration is required for each tour date. Registra-

tion must be received no later than 4 p.m. two days prior to 

the date of the tour. Enjoy complimentary hot chocolate, 

cookies & holiday music! Call APRC at 541-488-5340 to 

register (online registration is not available). 

 

• Ashland Pick-up  

 6:30 p.m. at 800 N. Main in Ashland (next to the 

Breadboard)  

• Medford Pick-up  

 6:50 p.m. at Harry & David Country Stores 

 

DAYS   Fri, Sat or Sun | Tue, Wed or Thu  

DATE   Dec 2-18   | Dec 21-23  

COST   Adults $20  | Child $15 

 

December City Calendar 
 

City Council  
 Business Meetings: Dec 6 & 20 | 

 7:00 p.m. 

 Study Sessions: Dec 5 & 19 | 5:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 

 Business Meeting: Dec 13 | 7:00 p.m. 

 Study Session: Dec 27 | 7:00 p.m. 

Airport Commission 

 Dec 6 | 9:30 a.m.  

Conservation Commission 

 Dec 14 | 6:00 p.m. 

Forest Lands Commission 

 Dec 13 | 5:30 p.m. 

Historic Commission 

 Dec 7 | 6:00 p.m. 

Housing and Human Services Comm. 

 TBD | 4:30 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation Commission  
 Business Meeting: Dec 19 | 7:00 p.m. 

Public Art Commission 

 Dec 16 | 8:00 a.m. 

Transportation Commission 

 Dec 15 | 6:00 p.m. 

Tree Commission 

 Dec 8 | 6:00 p.m. 

Wildfire Mitigation Commission 
 Dec 21 | 11:00 a.m. 
 

▲Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 

East Main or at 51 Winburn Way and are open to 

the public. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. ▲City Coun-

cil and many other city meetings are broadcast live 

on channel 9. Charter Communications customers 

will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. 

Meetings also stream live on the internet at 

rvtv.sou.edu. 
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The City offices will be closed 
Monday, December 26, 2016 
for the Christmas holiday. 

 

We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause. 

http://www.ashlandwatershed.org
http://www.facebook.com/AFR.Project
http://www.facebook.com/AFR.Project
rvtv.sou.edu

