
 

 8/31/2015 

City Councilors, 

     My name is Brett Lutz and my wife, Susan, our three young children, and I live at 1700 East Main 
Street, inside the urban growth boundary and Normal Avenue Development Plan. We also own a home 
within the Ashland city limits, on Laurel Street.  While my comments do not necessarily represent those 
of my employer, I am employed as a meteorologist at the National Weather Service and manage the 
office’s fire weather and climate programs. I track and predict weather and climate as it pertains to 
drought, snowpack, water supply, and fire potential and severity and present this information to various 
public and government entities. 

     In the 3 years we’ve lived on East Main Street, I’ve sent 3 letters regarding the Normal Avenue Plan, 
primarily related to concerns over wetland W-9, proposed roadways, and the density of development 
near it. I think it’s important that these water and road concerns are put in context for you.  

     Photographic evidence from 1990, given to me by the previous owner of my land and home, indicate 
that wetland W-9 was notably larger on its downhill north end than it is, currently.  In the 3 years I have 
lived in the Development Plan area, I have witnessed land clearing, burning, and tilling on the northern 
periphery of and within wetland W-9 that have shrunken its apparent size.  We are now in our 
approximate 3rd year of drought, as designated by the National US Drought Monitor, and our drought is 
currently classified as “Severe”.  

     As is depicted on the Environmental Protection Agency’s website, “wetlands function like natural tubs 
or sponges, storing water and slowly releasing it. This process slows the water’s momentum and erosive 
potential, reduces flood heights, and allows for ground water recharge, which contributes to base flow 
to surface water systems during dry periods. Although a small wetland might not store much water, a 
network of many small wetlands can store an enormous amount of water. The ability of wetlands to 
store floodwaters reduces the risk of costly property damage and loss of life—benefits that have 
economic value to us.” 

     As you have likely heard, the Climate Prediction Center is forecasting a strong El Nino for 2015-16, 
similar to the 1997-98 El Nino, which brought above normal precipitation to Ashland and much of the 
surrounding area (http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/archive.php?folder=pon12). El Nino is a climate cycle 
in the Pacific Ocean that cycles on 3-5 year intervals. It increases the strength of wet season low 
pressure in the Gulf of Alaska, thus increasing the likelihood of moist and persistent south flow storm 
events. Such events can cause very heavy precipitation, such as was observed last February when 
Ashland experienced its 3rd wettest 2 day period since July 1st, 1892. That event and thunderstorms in 
June already pushed areas in and around the Ashland city limits into flood. This included drainage ditch 
flooding along the north side of East Main Street and garage flooding on my property.   

 

http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/archive.php?folder=pon12


   

   Increased urbanization both increases the amount of water that becomes run-off and increases run-off 
speed.   With area reservoirs and water supplies currently near record lows, we need to protect our 
historic wetlands to buffer us from future floods and droughts. Climate change research clearly indicates 
that the frequency and magnitude of severe flooding is expected to increase due to increased CO2 
concentrations in our atmosphere. I seriously question the draft FEMA flood zone maps in the plan, as 
the risks of flooding are not reduced with the current increased CO2 in the atmosphere; instead the risks 
of flood severity and frequency are increased.   

     I ask that the City Council seriously consider diminishing the density of development in the Normal 
Avenue Development Area and increasing the northward extent of the designation of wetland W-9. 
Additionally, removing proposed roadways west of Normal Avenue would also be preferable to diminish 
flash flooding on and near my property. It is notable that other areas in the Normal Avenue 
Development Plan Area appear to be at an even higher risk of flooding. 

     Lastly, observed climate data indicates that our climate is warming. The water year 2013-14 was one 
of the driest years on record with spring snowpack under 40% of the 1981-2010 normal and, while 2014-
15 was close to normal for water, mountain snowpack was an abysmal 20% of normal in the Siskiyous 
this spring. With the expectation of increased average temperature, a resultant continued long term 
general reduction in snowpack, and expected increased frequency and severity of both floods and 
droughts in the next 50-100 years due to CO2 that has already been emitted into the atmosphere, it is of 
utmost importance that the City of Ashland ensure its infrastructure is able to provide both current and 
future residents both a steady water supply and flood prevention and control.  

The following items are for reference: 

 Wetland definition: Wetlands are part of the foundation of our nation's water resources and are vital to 
the health of waterways and communities that are downstream. Wetlands feed downstream waters, 
trap floodwaters, recharge groundwater supplies, remove pollution, and provide fish and wildlife 
habitat. http://water.epa.gov/type/wetlands/index.cfm 

Water storage. Wetlands function like natural tubs or sponges, storing water and slowly releasing it. 
This process slows the water’s momentum and erosive potential, reduces flood heights, and allows for 
ground water recharge, which contributes to base flow to surface water systems during dry periods. 
Although a small wetland might not store much water, a network of many small wetlands can store an 
enormous amount of water. The ability of wetlands to store floodwaters reduces the risk of costly 
property damage and loss of life—benefits that have economic value to us. For example, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers found that protecting wetlands along the Charles River in Boston, Massachusetts, 
saved $17 million in potential flood damage. 
http://water.epa.gov/type/wetlands/outreach/upload/functions-values.pdf 
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Please feel free to contact me for any documentation or evidence confirming the above statements. 
Thank you for your time and commitment to our fine city of Ashland! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brett Lutz 

1700 East Main Street 

Ashland, OR 97520 

541-218-5203 


