
 

 

 
DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING  

ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

February 6, 2018 

Council Chambers 

1175 E. Main Street 

 

Note: Items on the Agenda not considered due to time constraints are automatically continued to 

the next regularly scheduled Council meeting [AMC 2.04.030.E.] 

 

7:00 p.m.  Regular Meeting 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Stromberg called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Councilor Darrow, Councilor Lemhouse, Councilor Morris, Councilor Slattery, Councilor 

Seffinger and Councilor Rosenthal were present.  

 

IV. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Stromberg announced Commission vacancies.    

 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

1. Executive Session of January 16, 2018 

2. Business Meeting of January 16, 2018 

 

Councilor Rosenthal moved to approve the minutes.  Councilor Slattery seconded. 

Discussion:  None.  All Ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

VI. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS 

1. Presentation by OHRA on the Ashland job match report and their Strategic Plan 

 

Options for Homeless Residents of Ashland (OHRA) President, Ken Gudger and Secretary of the 

Board, Montye Male presented Council with a PowerPoint presentation (see attached).  

 

2. Update from the ad hoc Senior Program Advisory Committee 

 

Chair of the Parks and Recreation Commission, Mike Gardiner and Chair of the Ad-Hoc Senior 

Program Advisory Committee, Jackie Bauchman presented Council with an update of the Ad-

Hoc Senior Program Advisory Committee.  Ms. Bauchman read a statement into the record (see 

attached).  



 

 

Councilor Rosenthal thanked the Committee.  

 

Councilor Rosenthal requested to discuss the Recall Petitions of the 3 Parks Commissioners.  

Council gave consensus for discussion.  

 

Councilor Rosenthal spoke that the petitions stated that the Ashland Parks and Recreation 

Commissioners mismanage their $9 million annual budget and is threatening the City’s General 

Fund and fail to follow Oregon Public Meeting Law.  He asked City Attorney, Dave Lohman if 

these points were true. 

 

Mr. Lohman explained that if the Parks Department were to overspend the budget it would be up 

to Council to allocate additional resources or tell Parks to find funds with their budget. He 

explained the Parks Department has to follow Oregon Budget Law which is audited annually.  

 

Mr. Lohman spoke regarding allegations of not following Public Meetings Law.  He explained 

that according to the Attorneys Generals Public Records and Meetings Manual that each meeting 

does not require that every proposed item of business be described in the public notice.  He also 

explained that Public Testimony is not legally required in a Public Meeting it is up to the public 

body.   He explained that minimal requirements for minutes are attendance, motions, proposals, 

Resolutions, Ordinances, and results of all votes.  The minutes are not required to be verbatim.  

He spoke that all of the minutes were transcribed for the Parks meetings and audio was also 

posted online.  

 

Councilor Rosenthal clarified that there was no evidence that the budget has been mismanaged 

and Oregon Public Meeting Law had not been violated. He spoke that on the petition forms it 

states that false information could be a felony.  City Recorder, Melissa Huhtala verified that this 

is true.  

 

Councilor Rosenthal asked Ms. Huhtala the estimated cost of a recall election and who would be 

responsible for paying this cost.  Ms. Huhtala explained that an estimated cost from the County 

Clerk was $25,000-$30,000.  She explained this cost would be paid by the City.   

 

Councilor Slattery the Committee.  He spoke in appreciation for the people that get elected year 

after year to do work for the Community.  He thanked Commissioner Lewis, Commissioner 

Landt and Commissioner Gardiner for their years of work on the Parks and Recreation 

Commission.   

 

Councilor Seffinger questioned if petition circulators stated that the petition was to be against  

the Senior Center closing would that be a violation.  Mr. Lohman answered yes.  The petitioners 

sign the petition stating that all information is factual any false statements to any person who 

signs the petition is against the law.   

  

VII. MINUTES OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 

Airport Conservation Forest Lands 

Historic Housing and Human Srvs. Parks & Recreation 

http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=201
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=193
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=224
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=195
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=239
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=197


 

Planning Public Arts Transportation 

Tree Wildfire Mitigation  

 

VIII. PUBLIC FORUM Business from the audience not included on the agenda. 

(Total time allowed for Public Forum is 15 minutes. The Mayor will set time limits to 

enable all people wishing to speak to complete their testimony.) [15 minutes maximum] 

 

Karen Logan –Ashland- Spoke regarding Ashland Tiny Houses.  She read a statement into the 

record in support of Ashland Tiny House Village Project.  (see attached).   

 

Mark Keller- Ashland- Mr. Keller spoke regarding the Recall. He spoke to the importance of the 

Senior Center. He spoke that the good news about a Recall is the Recall can be defeated.  He 

spoke in support of the Parks and Recreation Commissioners.  

 

Rebecca Kay- Ashland- Spoke in support of the Parks and Recreation Department as well as the 

Parks and Recreation Commissioners. She spoke against the Recall action.  

 

John Weston-Ashland – Teacher in the Rogue Valley for 40 years.  He spoke in support of the 

Parks Commissioners.  He spoke that the Recall is a waste of time, energy and money.  He spoke 

that he is willing to exert time, energy and money to defeat the Recall.   

 

Susan Hall-Ashland- Read a letter into the record regarding budget (see attached).   

 

Joshlyn Sanford- Ashland- Spoke in concern that the Senior Center issues led to not rebuild the 

Pool. She spoke that she would like to see an improved well-managed Senior Center and a user 

friendly swimming pool for all ages.  She also spoke that she is not in support of the Recall. 

 

Huelz Gutcheon – UGB –Spoke regarding operating a system smart grid.  He also spoke 

regarding clean renewable energy supplies.   

 

Louise Shawkat- Ashland – Spoke regarding social equity and the 10x20 project.  Read a letter 

into the record (see attached). 

 

Ron Roth – Spoke regarding affordable housing.  He gave Council a handout (see attached). 

 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA  

1. Confirmation of Term End Dates for Recent Appointments to the Citizens’ Budget 

Committee 

2. Approval of a resolution titled, “A resolution authorizing and approving a clean water 

state revolving fund loan agreement No. R11754,” and further authorizing the City 

Administrator to sign the loan documents for both the new loan and to amend the 

original loan amount 

 

Councilor Rosenthal pulled this item. He questioned why the loan increase of 1.9 million. 

Public Works Director, Paula Brown explained the reasons and went over the handout 

given to Council (see attached).  

http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=198
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=212
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=225
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=199
http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?SectionID=-1&CCBID=235


 

 

3. Approval of personal services contract for Hersey Street reconstruction engineering 

design 

4. Approval of contract for professional recruitment services with Springsted Waters 

 

Councilor Rosenthal pulled this item. He explained that he does not think good idea to  

put the burden on Staff and it makes sense to hire a consultant.  

 

5. Approval of a public contract award to Evergreen Job & Safety Training, Inc. for 

safety training (onsite for Public Works & Electric Utility departments)  

 

Councilor Rosenthal moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Slattery Seconded. 

Discussion:  None. All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

X. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Persons wishing to speak are to submit a “speaker request form” 

prior to the commencement of the public hearing.  Public hearings shall conclude at 9:00 

p.m. and be continued to a future date to be set by the Council, unless the Council, by a 

two-thirds vote of those present, extends the hearing(s) until up to 10:30 p.m. at which 

time the Council shall set a date for continuance and shall proceed with the balance of the 

agenda.) 

None 

 

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

XII. NEW AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

1. Support for clean energy jobs bill 

 

Interim Assistant to the City Administrator, Adam Hanks gave a brief Staff report.  Councilor 

Darrow spoke in appreciation of the discussion regarding conservation.  She spoke in support of 

the Resolution and the letter to the Senate.  

 

Louise Shawkat –Ashland- Spoke regarding the mitigating options for Climate change. She 

spoke in the importance of this topic. She read a letter into the record (see attached).   

 

Alan Journet– Ashland- Spoke in concern of climate change and would like to see Government 

action. He spoke regarding greenhouse gas emissions.  He spoke in support of the Resolution.   

 

Councilor Darrow moved approval of a Resolution titled “A Resolution in general support 

of State Legislative Action regulating greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)” and to authorize 

Mayor Stromberg to submit a letter of general support for State Legislative Action 

regulating greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) on behalf of the Mayor and Council with 

minor amendments. Councilor Slattery seconded.  Discussion:  Councilor Darrow spoke to 

amendments to the letter.  Councilor Slattery spoke in support of the motion.  Councilor 

Seffinger spoke to the importance of this issue.  Councilor Morris spoke in support of the 

motion and thanked Staff.  Councilor Lemhouse spoke to concerns about how this issue 



 

was brought forward to Councilor prior. He spoke that this version is much more 

acceptable. He spoke that he is not sure if it is appropriate to go through this in a short 

session due to the importance of this bill.  He spoke that he would rather avoid doing 

something quickly and to do it right.  He spoke that he thinks it is important for this vote to 

be unanimous and will vote in support of the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Councilor Rosenthal, 

Councilor Seffinger, Councilor Lemhouse, Councilor Slattery, Councilor Morris and 

Councilor Darrow: YES.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

XIII. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND CONTRACTS 
1. First reading by title only of an ordinance titled, “An ordinance amending AMC 6.42 

to restrict retail sales of tobacco products or inhalant delivery systems to adults only,” 

and move onto second reading 

 

Mr. Lohman gave a Staff report.  He explained that there will be no sales to individuals under the 

age of 21.  He spoke that Council had the option to amend the current Ordinance or repeal the 

Ordinance and leave it up to the State.  He explained if we keep it local and amend the Ordinance 

the City can know who is selling tobacco products in town.  

 

Councilor Lemhouse moved to approve on First Reading by title only the proposed 

Ordinance amending AMC Chapter 6.42 to restrict retail sales of tobacco products and 

inhalant delivery systems to persons under the age of 21, and take up Second Reading of 

the Ordinance at an upcoming Council meeting. Councilor Seffinger seconded.  Discussion:  

Councilor Lemhouse spoke to the importance to keeping this Ordinance local instead of 

going by the State.  Councilor Seffinger agreed with Councilor Lemhouse.  Councilor 

Darrow spoke in support of the motion.  Councilor Slattery spoke in support of the motion.  

Roll Call Vote:  Councilor Darrow, Councilor Rosenthal, Councilor Seffinger, Councilor 

Lemhouse, Councilor Morris and Councilor Slattery: YES.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 

XIV. OTHER BUSINESS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS/REPORTS FROM COUNCIL 

LIAISONS 

 

Councilor Lemhouse announced he is resigning from Council effective immediately. He 

explained his reasons why. He thanked Council and Staff for the years he worked with them.  

Council thanked Councilor Lemhouse for his years of service.  

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT OF BUSINESS MEETING 

 

The Business Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

___________________________________________ 

City Recorder, Melissa Huhtala 

 



 

 

 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Mayor Stromberg 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting, please contact the City Administrator's office at (541) 488-6002 (TTY 

phone number 1-800-735-2900).  Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City 

to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 

ADA Title I). 
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OHRA
Federal Tax I.D.  #61-1693223

OHRA Adm. & Volunteer Coordinator
Dave Stoebel

Ashland Community 
Resource Center (ACRC)

Leigh Madsen, Ex. Dir.
Tina Stevens, Navigator

Laundry/Shower 
Trailer

City Emergency 
Shelter

Contract Operator
1 Coordinator, 4 Hosts

Mental 
Health

Partnership

Permanent 
Supportive 

Housing

Winter Shelter   
Volunteer

Coordinator
Fiscal Agent

2012

20142013 Winter
2016/2017

OHRA’s “Projects”

10 Board Volunteers15 Fund Raising Volunteers

5 Volunteers 23 Volunteers
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Who do we serve?

19.1% of Ashland residents live at or below the poverty level
19.1% of Ashland’s Population = 4,133 people

(U.S. Census Quick Facts)

A growing poverty rate:  
2015 = 18.1%   
2016 = 18.7% +1% = 200 people   
2017 = 19.1%

Of the 670 clients who visited ACRC in 2017:
341 Men 49% of total
228 Women 36% of total
101 Children 15% of total
Note: 51% were women and children

261 were homeless 39%
409 were housed 61%
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ACRC has become a true
“Resource Center”

ACRC

Community 
Service Partners
St Vincent De Paul
Options Mental Health
OHSU Nursing Program
DHS So. Valley Self Sufficiency
Ashland DMV
La Clinica
Ashland Police Dept.
Ashland Senior Center
Maslow Project
Gospel Mission of Medford
Jackson Co. Mental Health
Easter Seals
Family Nurturing Center
Head Start of SOU
Dunn House
Help Now
Goodwill of Jackson Co.
Housing Authority of Jackson Co.
Home at Last

Community 
Funding Partners
St. Vincent De Paul
ACCESS
Ashland 1st United Methodist Church
Ashland 1st Presbyterian Church
Congregational UCC
Rogue Valley Unitarian Fellowship
Temple Emek Shalom
Trinity Episcopal Church.
United Way of Jackson Co
Mercy’s Gate
Salvation Army
Ashland 1st Baptist Church

Rent Reasonable 
Landlords

Roberta Claudson Prop. Mgt
Medford Better Housing
Thormhalen Properties
Salvation Army Hope House

Community 
VolunteersOHRA Donors 

and Grantors
Individual Donations
City of Ashland
Leightman Maxey Foundation
Ashland Food Coop
Ashland Rotary
Ashland Lithia Springs Rotary
The Carpenter Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation
Cow Creek UIF
Washington Federal Savings
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Housing 
Program

38.3%

Job Match 
Program

22.7%

Adm.
2.8%

Fund Dev.
4.1%

Essential
Services
32.1%

2017 Operating 
Programs and Expenses

2017 Housing Program 

34* “New Housing” successes in 2017 

104* “Protected Housing” successes in 2017  

*  Collaborative outcomes

2017 Job Match Program

34 “Temporary Jobs”  successes in 2017

44 “Permanent Employment” successes in 2017

2017 Essential Services
Personal Identification
Internet & Telephone Access
Laundry Shower Trailer  
Winter Emergency Shelter 
Oregon Health Plan application 
U.S. Mail;    SNAP applications
Mental Health Counseling & Referrals
Navigation of: Legal aid; Social Sec.; V.A.

Housing Program $50,800

Job Match Program $30,100

Essential Services $42,600

Fund Development $  5,400

Administration $  3,700

Total $132,600
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Job Match Program
July 2015 through Jan. 2018 (31 months)

Costs

OHRA Funds $33,400

City Funds $15,000

Leightman-Maxey $22,000

Rotary Funds $  1,500

Total $71,900

Results Temporary Permanent

Jobs Employment

2015 8 6

2016 30 20

2017 34 44

Jan 2018 3 3

Total 75 73

Program Summary

One-on-one personal coaching

Resumes & Recommendation Letters

Education, Experience, References

Job Match Pool of Qualified Candidates

Temporary Jobs

Tree Trimming and Landscape laborer

Food Catering Assistant

Permanent Employment

Search:   Indeed.com;  Craig's List

Gas Station Attendant, Hotel Maid

Janitor, Dishwasher, usually entry level

One-on-one personal coaching
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Client

ACRC

Fund
Aggregator

Personal 
Navigator

Community
Funding Partners

OHRA

Landlord

$

$$

Community Funding Family Financial Sustainability

OHRA Donors 
and Grantors

$

$$$

$$

$

Housing 
Program

Personal Budget
Wages (Job Match)
SSI/SSDI
TANF
Child Care Assistance
VA Benefits
General Assistance
SNAP
OHP
HUD Housing Support
…..(partial list)….

Client
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Donations
52.5%

City
21.5%

Grants
26.0%

2017 Operating Income

Grants from Foundations & Businesses
Oregon Community Foundation Cow Creek U.I.F.

Leightman Maxey Foundation Food Coop

The Carpenter Foundation Ashland Rotary

Washington Federal Foundation Lithia Springs Rotary

City of Ashland
Social Services Grant $25,000

Emergency Shelter $  3,850

Total $28,850

Donations $70,321

Grants $34,771

City $28,850

Total $133,942

2017 Capital income:

Restricted for Property $31,700

Restricted for L/S Trailer $21,200

Total $53,900



9

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Donations

2014

2015

2016

2017

Strategic Plan

 Focus on Fund Dev.

 Importance of charitable 
donations

Donors

 307 total donors 
 278 individuals; 29 orgs.
 189 multiple year donors
 Strong participation by 

Faith Communities

Growth in Donations for 
Operations

Faith Communities

St. Vincent DePaul Trinity Episcopal Church

Ashland First Presbyterian Church Ashland Congregational UCC 

Ashland First United Methodist Church Temple Emek Shalom

First Baptist Church of Ashland Mercy’s Gate

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Salvation Army

Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
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OHRA Strategic Plan
(2017 – 2022)

Process
Funding: Ford Family Foundation 2016 Grant ($5,000) + OHRA ($2,300)
Consultant with broad nonprofit experience – David Stoebel
Extensive Stakeholder interviews
OHRA Board collaboration and discernment

Vision
As we help people move from crisis to stability, we build:

- more capable individuals
- stronger families
- a better community

Mission
OHRA helps low income people build better lives.  By offering hope and access 

to social service resources, we encourage those on the path to self-sufficiency.
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OHRA Strategic Plan
(2017 – 2022)

Strategic Focus
1.  Enhance OHRA’s ability to improve lives

> Increased emphasis on employment
>  More effective housing programs
>  Expanded Programs and Services

2.  Foster Interagency collaboration
>  Continue/Expand “one-stop” services

3.  Improve public awareness of poverty
>  Establish a Public Advisory Council

4.  Build OHRA’s organizational infrastructure
>  Sustainable fund development
>  Continue building volunteer base
>  Enhance internal policies/procedures

Progress
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