
 

January 13, 2021 

To:   Rick Barth, Climate Policy Commission 
 Linda Peterson Adams, Transportation Commission 
 Beca Walker, Conservation and Climate Outreach Commission 
 
From:  Harlan Bittner, President, Siskiyou Velo 
  

The Siskiyou Velo bicycle club, incorporated in Ashland and representing 240 members, 
urges you to reduce vehicle speeds in the city to enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety.   

Siskiyou Velo has long supported policies that make cycling safe for riders of all ages 
and abilities.  Studies from across the country show that with a safe and convenient 
bicycle network, more people will choose to cycle--including currently underrepresented 
parts of our community such as people of color, women, children and seniors.  More 
people cycling results in improved health among our citizens, reduced reliance on 
automobiles, cleaner air, increased tourism and a more vibrant economy.  The same 
benefits also result from a safer and more comfortable pedestrian experience; lower 
traffic speeds encourage more people to walk. 

There are many ways to increase bicycle safety—all need to be considered, including 
constructing safe bicycle facilities such as standard, buffered and separated bike lanes 
as well as dedicated bicycle paths.  However, the least expensive and fastest method to 
improve bicycle safety is to reduce vehicle speeds. Both the frequency and severity of 
collisions between automobiles and bikes decrease dramatically with reduction of motor 
vehicle speeds.  Similar findings apply to car/pedestrian collisions.   

Siskiyou Velo strongly supports efforts to reduce maximum speeds in Ashland.  Lower 
speeds contribute to safe and convenient bicycle and pedestrian networks and will 
significantly enhance the livability of our cities. 

 

Harlan Bittner, President 
Siskiyou Velo 
 
cc: Elizabeth Taylor 



Full Name: Lorrie Kaplan 

Phone: 240-676-0040 

Email: lorrie@socan.eco 

Subject: Working together in 2021 

Message: The purpose of this communication is to update you on our plans for 2021 and welcome the 
opportunity to work together to advance local climate action. In particular, we advise you we will be 
conducting another community survey in 2021 in partnership with SOU’s Office of Sustainability, and 
will be forming an expert panel and sending out an invitation to submit proposed topics and suggestions 
in the coming weeks. Our goals for this year are to increase community engagement, and enhance our 
survey methodology and its strategic value to Ashland’s climate work. Input and representation from the 
CPC and the Conservation and Climate Outreach Commissions would be particularly valuable to this 
work. Please contact Lorrie Kaplan if you would like to be considered for our expert panel, and keep a 
look out for our invitation for survey topics. Thanks! 



 

 
 
To: City of Ashland Public Commissions 
From: SOCAN-Ashland Climate Action Project 
Date: January 2021 
Re: Working Together in 2021 
 
The Ashland Climate Action Project of Southern Oregon Climate Action Now, is a 
community-based organization of local residents engaged in advocacy, education, and 
community organizing to support the full and timely implementation of Ashland’s Climate and 
Energy Action Plan (CEAP) in city operations and in the community at large. As you know, the 
plan was approved unanimously by the City Council in 2017, and city Ordinance 9.40 states that 
“Achievement of the Climate Recovery Goals for city Operations...shall be part of the goals for 
city Operations.”  
 
The climate plan provides important guidance for every sector of our city operations and our 
community, including every Ashland public commission. We urge all commission members to 
fully acquaint themselves with and embrace the plan, and consider it an essential resource to 
guide decision-making.  We also urge every commission to schedule periodic discussions 
about how best to help achieve the goals of the climate plan within the purview of the 
commission. Please let us know if and how we can assist you in this effort.  
 
The purpose of this communication is to update you on our plans for 2021 and welcome the 
opportunity to work together to advance local climate action.  
 
First we’d like to highlight some specific projects that might be of most interest to you.  
 
● 2021 Community Survey. You may be familiar with our Summer 2020 survey, “Lessons 

Learned from Recent COVID Restrictions: Imagining the Future of Ashland.” Here is a link to 
the final report on our findings. We will be conducting another community survey in 2021 in 
partnership with SOU’s Office of Sustainability, and will be forming an expert panel and 
sending out an invitation to submit proposed topics and suggestions in the coming weeks. 
Our goals for this year are to increase community engagement, and enhance our survey 
methodology and its strategic value to Ashland’s climate work.  

● Spotlight in the Ashland Tidings. We now have a biweekly column on local climate action in 
the Ashland Tidings called “Spotlight.” As a sample, check out “City staff connect the dots 

https://socan.eco/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SOCAN-Ashland-Action-Final-Survey-Report-Aug-2020.pdf
https://socan.eco/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SOCAN-Ashland-Action-Final-Survey-Report-Aug-2020.pdf
https://ashlandtidings.com/lifestyle/spotlight-city-staff-connect-the-dots-on-climate-action


on climate action,” from January 4, 2021. If you know of people and programs focused on 
climate that you feel may be newsworthy, contact us at ACAPSpotlight@gmail.com . 

● Zoom Spotlight Conversations. In 2021, we are hosting a series of Zoom Conversations to 
spotlight local climate issues and spark ongoing dialogue and community-based action. Our 
first program, on Thursday January 14, 2021, from 7-8pm, is “Spotlight on Local Food: A 
Zoom Conversation,” focuses on issues and challenges facing local growers and how we can 
further strengthen our locally grown food network. Panelists include Elise Higley of Our 
Family Farms, Lanita Witt and Suzanne Willow of Willow-Witt Ranch, and Alison Hensley 
Sexauer of Rogue Valley Food System Network. 

● Transit Equity Day, February 4, has been an annual event since 2018, in commemoration of 
the birthday of Rosa Parks. Transit Equity Day connects Ms. Parks’ act of resistance with the 
rights of all people to high-quality public transportation powered by clean/renewable 
energy. We will host a panel program on February 4.  

 
Lastly, we would like to update you on our strategic plan for the year:  
 
● Goal 1: ADVOCACY. We will work with the city to increase climate funding and climate 

action progress in Ashland’s 2021-2023 biennial budget, city master plans, updates to the 
climate plan, and matters coming before the City Council.  

● Goal 2: EDUCATION. Through Spotlight in the Ashland Tidings, Zoom Spotlight 
Conversations, and a community survey on local climate action and attitudes, we will 
provide education and information on local climate issues and opportunities for action. 
When appropriate, we will provide education, information, and advocacy to complement 
the climate priorities of the city, the Climate Policy Commission, and the Conservation and 
Climate Outreach Commission, and others.  

● Goal 3: ORGANIZATION. We will support development of local working groups focused on 
important local climate issues. We will form an Action Team of those interested in 
participating in local climate advocacy opportunities. 

 
Please feel free to contact ACAP Chair Lorrie Kaplan at lorrie@socan.eco or 240-676-0040 to 
discuss how we can best work together to achieve the goals for city operations and the 
community at large laid out in the Ashland Climate and Energy Action Plan.  
 
 

# # # 

https://ashlandtidings.com/lifestyle/spotlight-city-staff-connect-the-dots-on-climate-action
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