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I grew up on lower Normal Ave and graduated from Ashland High School. At the time the 
Normal Avenue was rural and open. Gradually expensive homes were built in the area and it 
became more congested. A private paved road was put in. All of this “change” happened even if 
the original owners didn’t want it. It seems to me the area will be better served by a thoughtful, 
well-designed plan. Ashland is a wonderful town. I would love to move back here some day and 
raise a family, but it seems it’s getting more and more exclusive. People like me who grew up 
there can no longer afford to live there. We've had two elementary schools close and the numbers 
at the high school have been dropping over the years. I would hope this plan would enable more 
young families to live in our town and go to our great schools and experience the wonderful 
community like I did. I was blessed to have grown up in the area, and I only wish the same for 
my kids. 
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