
FREQUENTLY USED PARLIAMENTARY MOTIONS 
 

To do this: You say this: May the 
speaker be 
interrupted? 

Do you 
need a 
Second? 
 

Debatable? Can it be 
amended? 

What Vote is 
required? 
 

Main Motion I move to… No Yes Yes Yes Majority 
 

Change the wording of a 
motion (or amendment) 
 

I move to amend the motion by… No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Mover of motion wishes to 
withdraw it 

I’d like to withdraw my motion No No No No None if withdrawn 
before amended.  
Otherwise, Majority 
 

To split a prior motion into 
separate parts 
 

I move to divide the question… No Yes No Yes Majority 

End debate (and 
amendments) 

I move that we close debate and vote 
on the motion, or, I move previous 
question 
 

No Yes No No Two-thirds 

Postpone discussion to a 
certain time 

I move to postpone the discussion 
until… 
 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Postpone discussion 
indefinitely (to “kill” a 
proposed action) 
 

I move that we postpone this matter 
indefinitely 
 

No Yes Yes No Majority 

Temporarily postpone until 
later in same meeting 
 

I move to table until… 
 

No Yes No No Majority 

Discuss a matter previously 
tabled 
 

I move to take from the table… 
 

No Yes No No Majority 

Suspend the rules (only those 
allowed to be suspended in 
AMC 2.04.010E 

I move to suspend the rules, or, I ask 
unanimous consent to suspend the 
rules. 
 

No No No No Two-thirds 

 


