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Council Study Session 
June 4, 2018 

Title: Senior Issues Ad-Hoc Committee Discussion 

Item Type: Update and Request for Direction 

Requested by Council? Yes 

From: Adam Hanks Interim City Administrator 

 Adam.hanks@ashland.or.us 
 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1) Is Council interested in forming a Senior Issues Ad-Hoc Committee? 

2) If so, how should this ad-hoc relate or align with the Parks Commission Senior Program 

Advisory Committee (S-PAC)? 

3) Would Council prefer to defer the formation of a Senior Issues Ad-Hoc Committee until 

the S-PAC has had the opportunity to hold a series of meetings so as to determine the full 

scope of the S-PAC and the beneficial aspects of a Council formed Senior Issues Ad-

Hoc? 

Resource Requirements: 

Aside from the soft costs of staff time for agenda, packet and minutes, the formation of a Senior 

Issues Ad-Hoc Committee has no impact on the current biennial budget.  It is likely that staffing 

for such a committee would come from Administration Dept staff. 

 

Suggested Next Steps: 

After Councilor meetings with Parks Commission and Parks staff as well as attendance of 

Councilors at the initial Parks Commission Senior Program Advisory Committee (S-PAC), 

Councilors Seffinger and Bachman are proposing that the City defer formation of an ad-hoc 

committee until the S-PAC has had an opportunity to hold a series of meetings to better 

understand the most beneficial method of supporting the S-PAC and furthering Council’s 

objectives relating to addressing senior issues in the community. 

 

Staff suggests that Council make a determination of the desire and timing for such an ad-hoc 

committee and discuss the scope based on the Parks Commission S-PAC purpose provided by 

the Parks Commission in Commission Policy #102 (attached).  Should Council decide to defer 

the creation of such a committee, staff suggests Council provide direction for the desired level of 

staff involvement/participation/monitoring of the work of the S-PAC that may be beneficial for 

future Council decision making. 

 

Policies, Plans and Goals Supported: 

3. Support and empower our community partners 

5. Seek opportunities to enable all citizens to meet basic needs 
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Background and Additional Information: 

At its April 30, 2018 meeting, Council provided direction for Councilors Seffinger and Bachman 

to lead a discussion with the Interim City Administrator exploring the usefulness, scope and 

charge of a potential ad-hoc committee addressing senior issues in the community.  As noted 

above, Councilors met with Parks Commissioners and Parks Director and recommends that 

Council defer the formation of a City ad-hoc committee until the S-PAC has had an opportunity 

to have further meetings.  

 

Another consideration for Council is to schedule a joint meeting between the Parks Commission 

and City Council at some point in the near future to discuss the most appropriate structure to 

meet the objectives of both elected bodies relating to senior issues in the community.  The timing 

of this joint meeting, if desired, could be explored by staff and reported back to Council at a 

future meeting. 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

Parks Commission Policy #102 – Formation of the Senior Program Advisory Committee 

Email from Councilors Seffinger and Bachman dated May 10, 2018 

S-PAC Meeting Agenda – May 16, 2018 
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