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Council Communication 
October 20, 2014, Study Session  
 

 
Discussion Regarding Bee City USA Proposal 

 
FROM
Dave Kanner, city administrator, dave.kanner@ashland.or.us

:  

 

At its July 15, 2014, business meeting, citizens approached the Council with a request that the City of 
Ashland apply to become a Bee City USA. Bee City USA is a relatively new program, similar to the 
Tree City USA program, in which participating cities take various steps to recognize, protect and 
celebrate bees and other pollinators. The Council requested that this item be placed on a study session 
agenda. 

SUMMARY 

 

In June of 2012, the city of Asheville, North Carolina, decided to celebrate pollinators of all varieties 
and become the inaugural Bee City USA. In August of 2014, Talent, Oregon, followed suit and 
became the second Bee City USA. At the July 15, 2014, City Council meeting, Kristina Lefever and 
Laura Ferguson requested that Council consider applying for Ashland to become a Bee City USA. 
Council requested that this be placed on a Study Session agenda for discussion and consideration. In 
order to become a Bee City USA, Ashland would be required to: 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

 
1. Fill out and submit the Bee City USA application. 
2. Establish a Bee City USA committee or subcommittee devoted to pollinator conservation 
3. Approve a Bee City USA resolution 
4. Hold an annual celebration of being a Bee City USA with a proclamation and public awareness 

programs 
5. Publicly acknowledge the Bee City USA designation with signage in town and web links on the 

City of Ashland website 
6. Annually submit a renewal application with a report on Bee City related activities 
 

Costs will include staff time to run the required Bee City USA committee or subcommittee, as well as 
costs to create and hang the required signage. It’s possible other costs will be required, depending upon 
how Council would like the public awareness portion of the requirement to be handled. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

 

N/A 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 

 

N/A This item is for discussion purposes only. 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 

http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/initial_application_4-14.pdf�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/resolution_template_4-14.pdf�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/sample_bee_city_usa_proclamation_1-14.pdf�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/renewal_application_4-14.pdf�
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ATTACHMENTS: 
FAQs regarding becoming a Bee City USA 
Bee City USA Application 
Bee City USA Resolution 
Bee City USA Proclamation 

http://www.beecityusa.org/faqs.html�
http://www.beecityusa.org/become-a-bee-city-usa.html�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/initial_application_4-14.pdf�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/resolution_template_4-14.pdf�
http://www.beecityusa.org/uploads/1/2/8/9/12899788/sample_bee_city_usa_proclamation_1-14.pdf�
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