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Council Communication 
September 20, 2016, Business Meeting  
 

 

 Confirmation of Mayoral appointment of Interim Finance Director 

 

FROM  

Dave Kanner, City Administrator, kannerd@ashland.or.us  

Tina Gray, Human Resources Manager, tina.gray@ashland.or.us 

 

SUMMARY 

Current Administrative Services/Finance Director Lee Tuneberg has announced his retirement 

effective Friday, September 30, 2016, and staff recommends hiring Beverly Adams as interim finance 

director while a search is underway to find a successor to Lee.  Ms. Adams is extremely well-qualified 

for this interim assignment and the Finance Department has many critical deadlines and projects, 

including the upcoming biennial budget process, which necessitates the additional support and skills an 

interim finance director can bring to the table.   

    

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Following Lee Tuneberg’s announcement of his retirement, a number of firms and individuals were 

contacted who might be interested in providing their services to the City as interim finance director.  

The Finance Department will begin budget preparation activities in the upcoming months and will also 

begin preparing for a major borrowing if the food & beverage tax measure on the November ballot 

passes.  In addition, the department is currently engaged in a software conversion project on top of its 

day-to-day duties.  As such, an interim director is seen as critical to keeping the department running 

smoothly.   

 

After talking to a number of interested parties, staff recommends that the City hire Beverly Adams as 

its interim finance director. Ms. Adams retired earlier this year from her position as finance director for 

the City of Central Point, a position she had held since 2008. She had also served for 13 years as 

finance director for the City of Brookings.  She is extremely well-qualified for this interim assignment.  

In addition to her familiarity with Oregon budget law, she is very familiar with debt financing 

mechanisms, financial reporting and nearly all of the core functions expected of a finance director.  

 

The City has retained the services of an executive search firm to assist the City in finding a successor 

to Lee Tuneberg with a target start date of late January 2017.   

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

We have negotiated a pay rate of $55 per hour with Beverly, which is covered by the current budget. 

Because she is a PERS retiree, she must be treated as an hourly employee.  As a PERS retiree, the City 

is not required to make retirement contributions on her behalf.   
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 

Staff recommends the appointment of Beverly Adams as Interim Finance Director.    
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SUGGESTED MOTION: 

I move to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Beverly Adams as Interim City Administrator for the 

City of Ashland.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Employment Agreement  

Beverly Adams resume 

   







Beverly Adams 

3313 Wheat Ridge Drive, Medford, Oregon 97504 | 541.601.1637 | adams.beverly@gmail.com 

 

Objective 

To serve as Interim Finance Director for the City of Ashland during the recruitment process for a 
new fulltime Finance Director. 

Skills & Abilities 

Personal: strong organizational and interpersonal skills; focused, efficient and reliable. 

Professional:  25 years’ municipal government experience in the accounting and safeguarding of 

City assets and maintenance of the central accounting system in accordance with the 

comprehensive basis of accounting for municipalities.  Preparation of financial statements and 

other reporting for City staff and council; audit preparation and reporting; budget officer and 

coordination of budget process and document; urban renewal budget; direct supervision of 

finance staff and functions of payroll, utility billing, receivables and payables, front counter 

public services; and custodial officer of the City’s funds and investments. These skills apply to 

all following municipal director positions. 

Experience 

1984-1986  

Accounting Clerk| City of Brookings, OR 

 
1986-1999  

Finance Director/Recorder | City of Brookings, OR 

 

2000–2002  
Municipal Audit Coordinator | Moss-Adams, LLP, Medford, OR 
Interim Finance Director | City of Brookings, OR 
Interim City Recorder/Treasurer | City of Gold Hill, OR 

 
2003-2005 

Finance Software Trainer | Springbrook Software, Portland, OR 
 
 

2005-2016  

Accounting Specialist/Accounting Supervisor | City of Central Point, OR 
Interim Finance Director, Aug. 2008 – May 2009 | City of Central Point, OR 
Finance Director, May 2009 – Jun 2016 | City of Central Point, OR 
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Education 

1978 - 1985 

· 1 year of pre-nursing; Linn-Benton, Albany, OR 

· 2 years of business/accounting; Linn-Benton & Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 

1986 – 2016 

· Continuing education specific to municipal governmental accounting and management 

2014   

· Achieved the Oregon Government Finance Officers Association (OGFOA) certification 

 

Other 
· Current member of Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 

· Retired member of Oregon Government Finance Officers Association (OGFOA) 

· Currently serving on the City of Medford and Medford Urban Renewal District budget 

committee 
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