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Council Business Meeting 
August 15, 2017 

Title: Annual Liquor License Renewals 

From: Melissa Huhtala City Recorder 

 Melissa.huhtala@ashland.or.us 
 

 

Summary: 

Approve annual liquor license renewals as requested by Oregon State Liquor Commission.  

 

Actions, Options, or Potential Motions: 

I move to approve the eligible OLCC liquor license renewal list for the City of Ashland.   

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of the eligible OLCC liquor license renewal list for the City of 

Ashland. 

 

Resource Requirements: 

N/A. 

 

Policies, Plans and Goals Supported: 

N/A. 

 

Background and Additional Information: 

There are approximately 145 applications that will need to be renewed by September 30, 2017.   

 

Staff has reviewed the submitted list by OLCC for liquor licenses that are eligible for renewal.  

All businesses that have a current business license, are current on city food and beverage tax (or 

have payment arrangements), and have no renewal fees owed will be approved.  

 

The Police Chief has reviewed the list of businesses and his memo is attached for your 

consideration on the renewal of these liquor licenses. 

 

Attachments: 

OLCC License Renewal List 

Police Chief O’Meara Memo 
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             Police Department 

Memo         

 
TO:  Melissa Huhtala, City Recorder   

   

FROM: Tighe O’Meara, Police Chief 

  

SUBJECT: Liquor License Renewals 

 

DATE:  July 25, 2017  

 

Pursuant to your request for information concerning liquor license renewals I have prepared the 

following information. In the past there have been three locations that have come up as points of concern 

during this discussion: O’Ryan’s Irish Pub, the Vinyl Club and the Granite Tap House. The police 

department does not have a negative endorsement for any licensed establishment in the city. In the 

interest of following up previous discussions I will provide data for the last year on each of these three 

venues. 

 

O’Ryan’s Irish Pub (I Pub) 

 

The ownership of the I Pub changed recently, with Mike Szelong taking control. Upon transfer of the 

liquor license Mr. Szelong made himself available to discuss ongoing concerns at the I Pub and what he 

intends to do to address them. Mr. Szelong seems to recognize that this is a problem and has some long-

term plans for mitigating the noise that emanates from the back door/porch of the I Pub. It appears as 

though Mr. Szelong is very cooperative and wanting to work with the APD to address the neighbors’ 

concerns.  

 

Over the last year the I Pub generated 25 cases, as opposed to 27 the year before and 20 the previous 

year. There were 21 calls of disorderly conduct (18 the year before) and one report of an assault (4 the 

year before). 

 

Vinyl Club 

 

The Vinyl Club continues to be a point of concern for neighbors on Will Dodge Way, however, the 

owner, Mike Leslie, appears to be attempting to mitigate the problems as much as possible. Mr. Leslie 

met with APD staff and has been trying to cooperate with attempts to keep the noise down and deal with 

issues of littering, urinating in public, public drunkenness and other problems that come with operating a 

night club.  

 

In the past year there have been six complaints of unreasonable noise coming from the Vinyl Club. In 

the previous year there were 15 and in the year before that 26. I recognize that the drop in calls may be 
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due to the neighbors not calling anymore due to being desensitized, or believing that the problem will 

not be addressed. However, as I have said before, we need to hear about the complaints so they can be 

logged as this is a primary measurement for whether or not a problem exists. Based purely on these 

numbers the noise problem is lessening. 

 

There were 17 cases pulled from the Vinyl Club in the last year, compared to 12 the year before and 14 

the previous year. The cases pulled included four reports of assaults, one of which constituted a hate 

crime as a female patron was assaulted for being Native American. That case remains unsolved. 

 

Granite Tap House 

 

For the last few years we have been monitoring the Granite Tap House because of some very specific 

issues that came up involving emergency access. These issues have been addressed and I believe that 

there is no reason to continue to pay special attention to the Granite Tap House unless something else 

develops. 

 

Over the last year seven cases were generated at the Granite Tap House, compared to 14 the year before 

and 15 the previous year. 
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