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Council Communication 
August 4, 2015, Business Meeting  
 

 
Appeal of Denial of Special Event Permit for Techtoberfest 

 
FROM
Dave Kanner, city administrator, dave.kanner@ashland.or.us

:  

 

The Sustainable Valley Technology Group (SVTG) applied for a special event permit to hold an event 
on October 10, 2015. The permit was denied by city staff. SVTG asked for the City Administrator to 
review this decision and the denial was upheld. SVTG is now coming to Council to appeal the decision 
and request approval of their special event permit.   

SUMMARY 

 

On June 29, 2015, the Sustainable Valley Technology Group applied for a special event permit. The 
permit application requested closure of B Street between Oak Street and Pioneer Street from 6:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 p.m. on October 10, 2015. Staff denied the application, in part, because B Street is a 
neighborhood collector and is rarely closed due to the need for emergency vehicle access, as well the 
burden the closure from general traffic use would place on the surrounding streets. In addition, there is 
no provision in the Municipal Code for street closure of an extended time frame. This event would 
close B street for 17 hours, but the special event policy allows for a maximum closure of only two 
hours. I did not feel comfortable agreeing to such a lengthy extension of the allowable permit length. 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

 
Council must consider whether to approve or deny the request for an extended closure of B Street 
between Oak and Pioneer. Alternately, they could consider approving SVTG’s substitute plan of 
closing Pioneer Street between A and B Streets. 
 
Staff is prepared to approve this permit application, pending resolution of the street closure issue. Even 
if the special event permit is approved, SVTG will need other permits in order for the event to proceed 
including a temporary OLCC license, a noise permit, etc. 
 

N/A 
COUNCIL GOALS SUPPORTED: 

 

N/A 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

 

Staff has no recommendation but requests that Council approve or deny the extended road closure. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 
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I move approval/ denial of the Sustainable Valley Technology Group’s request to close B Street 
between Oak Street and Pioneer Street for the extended hours of 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on October 
10, 2015. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 

Special Event Permit Application 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Staff e-mails regarding the denial and process for appeal 
Appeal request from SVTG, including alternate plans 





























From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2015 2:57 PM 
To: 'Cassandra Davis' 
Subject: FW: Appeal to Council 
 
Hello Cassandra, 
 
I apologize for not being able to get back to you sooner. At this time our City Administrator has declined 
your request to close B Street for longer than the 2 hour time limit. Below you will find more 
information on the appeal process, if you should choose to go that route. 
 
I’m sorry I didn’t have better new for you. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
Thank you, 
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
 
I’m so sorry for the delay in responding to the question about an appeal to Council. It’s been one of 
those weeks around here. 
 
Here’s the process. The person wanting to appeal needs to write a letter (address it to Dave Kanner), 
explaining the reason for the appeal. They should include any pertinent information they want the 
Council to know about their case. They also need to pay $150 for the appeal. 
 
Once we receive both the letter and the fee, we will schedule it for an upcoming Council meeting. It may 
or may not be the next one, it’s all dependent upon what is on the schedule (land use hearing, for 
example, get top priority schedule-wise.) Once it’s scheduled Dave or I will be in contact with them to let 
them know the meeting date. 
 
At the meeting they may or may not be asked to speak – it will depend on whether Council feel they 
have all the information necessary to make a decision. Council’s decision is final. 
 
Hope that helps. If they (or you) have any questions, or need any additional information they are free to 
contact me. Thanks. -Diana 
 
Diana Shiplet, Executive Assistant 
City of Ashland, Administration Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR 97520 
541-552-2100 or 541-488-6002, TTY 800-735-2900 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and 
retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me.  Thank you. 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
 
From: Dave Kanner [mailto:dave.kanner@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2015 5:28 PM 
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To: 'Betsy Harshman' 
Cc: 'Mike Faught'; 'Scott Fleury' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
I’m not finding anything in the AMC that deals specifically with street closure.  The closest we 
come to anything is a code provision that says the City Council may, by resolution, establish 
rules for the private use of public rights of way.  Can someone point to something else in the 
code on this subject? 
 
The special event policy, established by Council resolution, limits street closures to two hours 
and gives me the authority to waive that.  However, I interpret that to mean closure for three 
or four hours, not 6 a.m. to midnight.  I am not willing to approve this.  They can, I presume, 
appeal directly to the City Council, although the policy is not clear about that. 
 
Dave 
 
Dave Kanner, City Administrator 
City of Ashland  
20 East Main Street, Ashland OR 97520 
(541) 552-2103 or (541) 488-6002, TTY 800-735-2900 
FAX: (541) 488-5311 
  
This email is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon public records 
law for disclosure and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please let me 
know. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Betsy Harshman [mailto:harshmab@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2015 8:50 AM 
To: 'Dave Kanner' 
Cc: 'Mike Faught'; 'Scott Fleury' 
Subject: FW: Special Event? 
 
Good morning Dave, 
 
Here is the string of email that circulated after we first spoke with Cassandra, the event organizer for the 
Techtoberfest.  After communicating with other departments, we asked Cassandra to fill out a permit 
application so we had more specifics to draw from.  We did not charge her to review the application 
since we didn’t know the likelihood of it being approved.  
 
We have not closed the section of B Street they are requesting before (see responses from Margueritte 
Hickman and Steve MacLennan below). 
 
It appears this event could be an economic boost, but the congestion it would create may not be worth 
it.  I’m glad you have the authority in this case…  
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Betsy Harshman, Administrative Supervisor 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2410 or 541-488-5587 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure 
and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2410. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2015 2:59 PM 
To: 'Betsy Harshman' 
Cc: 'Mike Faught'; 'Scott Fleury' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
Attached is the special event application that was received today. 
 
Thank you  
 
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Betsy Harshman [mailto:harshmab@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 03, 2015 3:38 PM 
To: 'Tami DeMille-Campos' 
Cc: 'Mike Faught'; 'Scott Fleury' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
We found a new resolution that Ann took to council in April (No. 2015-08).  It talks about the two hour 
maximum, and states that The City Administrator may exempt future events who require a road closure 
for longer than two hours.  I’m not sure why we were not involved or notified of the change…  
 
Please contact Cassandra and ask her to fill out a special events permit as best she can.  We won’t 
charge her for the application until after we have an idea from Dave whether or not the closure for 
more than two hours will be approved.  We just need something more to go on before we approach him 
with the request. 
 
If they fill out the permit, it should cover most of these items – some of the things Mike is particularly 
interested are: 

• the traffic control plan, type of barricades and how they plan to circulate the extra traffic 
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• what type of vendors and what they will be selling 
• will they have port-a-pots 
• amplified noise 

 
Let me know if you have any questions.   
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Betsy Harshman, Administrative Supervisor 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2410 or 541-488-5587 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure 
and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2410. Thank you. 
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2015 9:06 AM 
To: 'Betsy Harshman'; 'Mike Faught'; scott.fleury@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'brandon goldman' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
My understanding from Cassandra is that if they can’t get approval for more than 2 hours the event is 
shot. The selling of goods and alcohol is less of an issue to them than the duration of the closure. 
 
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Betsy Harshman [mailto:harshmab@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2015 8:59 AM 
To: 'Tami DeMille-Campos'; 'Mike Faught'; scott.fleury@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'brandon goldman' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
Going back to Brandon’s email – wouldn’t Planning have to approve a special use permit before public 
works would take it to Council?   
 
“Therefore, provided the event organizers obtain Council approval to exceed 2 hours, and sell goods and 
alcohol through a special use permit, Planning could grant a ministerial approval of a Temporary Use 
(admin. fee) so they can hold their event including street closure.”  
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Betsy Harshman, Administrative Supervisor 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2410 or 541-488-5587 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure 
and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2410. Thank you. 
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2015 8:45 AM 
To: 'Mike Faught'; scott.fleury@ashland.or.us 
Cc: betsy.harshman@ashland.or.us 
Subject: FW: Special Event? 
 
Hello, 
 
I spoke to Diana and she said this request would need to come from staff. Is this something one of you 
could have added to an upcoming agenda? 
 
Thanks, 
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Diana Shiplet [mailto:shipletd@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2015 8:30 AM 
To: 'Tami DeMille-Campos' 
Cc: Cassandra@liveatthearmory.com 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
Tami, 
 
Mike (or whomever in your office is assigned it) will request it be added to an upcoming Council meeting 
agenda. Then they will write a council communication making the request. I have samples of similar 
requests to Council, if whomever in your office needs them. 
 
Council will decide at the meeting if they want to approve the closer and if there are any additional 
requirements (extra fees, time restrictions, etc.) 
 
Hope that helps. If you have any questions, please let me know. -Diana 
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Diana Shiplet, Executive Assistant 
City of Ashland, Administration Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR 97520 
541-552-2100 or 541-488-6002, TTY 800-735-2900 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and 
retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2015 12:45 PM 
To: 'Diana Shiplet' 
Cc: Cassandra@liveatthearmory.com 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
 
Hi Diana, 
 
What is the proper process for her to request approval from City Council for an all day street closer? 
 
Thank you  
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 11:54 AM 
To: 'Cassandra@liveatthearmory.com' 
Subject: FW: Special Event? 
 
Hello Cassandra! 
 
Below you will find each of the department’s feedback regarding your proposal. Please read through the 
string of emails and let me know if there is anything else I can help you with. 
 
Thank you and have a great day  
 
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
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This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
 
From: Brandon Goldman [mailto:brandon.goldman@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 11:49 AM 
To: Tami DeMille-Campos 
Cc: Planning_Division; Ann Seltzer; Margueritte Hickman; Betsy Harshman; Steve MacLennan; Mike 
Faught; Bill Molnar 
Subject: Re: Special Event? 
 
Given  the street closure policy limits a closure to 2 hours, a day long closure would require council 
approval for whichever street they propose closing.   
 
Secondly the sale of merchandise on a public street is addressed in AMC 10: 

10.64.010 Obstructing passageways 
A. Except as otherwise permitted by ordinance or by a conditional use permit or by a special event permit, 
no person shall use a street or public sidewalk for selling, storing, or displaying merchandise or 
equipment. 
 
Lastly the Temporary Use provisions in the Ashland Municipal Code  have been amended to allow up to 
72 hours, no more than once in a calendar year for special events through a ministerial approval. 
 
18.2.2.030 H 
Short-Term Events. The Staff Advisor may approve through Ministerial review short-term temporary uses 
occurring once in a calendar year and lasting not more than 72 hours including set up and take down. 
Activities such as races, parades, and festivals that occur on public property (e.g., street right-of-way, 
parks, sidewalks, or other public grounds) require a Special Event Permit pursuant to AMC 13.03. 
 
Therefore, provided the event organizers obtain Council approval to exceed 2 hours, and sell goods and 
alcohol through a special use permit, Planning could grant a ministerial approval of a Temporary Use 
(admin. fee) so they can hold their event including street closure.  

Brandon Goldman, Senior Planner 
City of Ashland, Planning Division 
20 East Main Street, Ashland OR 97520 
(541) 552-2076,  TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
FAX: (541) 552-2050 
brandon.goldman@ashland.or.us 
  
  
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland,  and it is subject to Oregon Public 
Records law for disclosure and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact  me 
at (541)552-2076. Thank you.  
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From: "Tami DeMille-Campos" <campost@ashland.or.us> 
To: "Planning_Division" <planning_division@ashland.or.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 9:10:56 AM 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 

I know you guys are all swamped but if anyone has time to comment on this that would be great. I 
would like to try to respond to her by the end of the week.  
  
Thanks  
  
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
 
 
  
From: Ann Seltzer [mailto:seltzera@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 8:47 AM 
To: 'Tami DeMille-Campos'; 'Steve MacLennan'; 'Margueritte Hickman'; 'Betsy Harshman'; 'Karl Johnson'; 
'Amy Gunter'; 'Diana Shiplet'; 'Mike Faught'; petersoj@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'Whitney Dennis' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
  
I think they need a CUP even if they requested closure of a different street (Pioneer) or use of a private 
parking lot (Snap Fitness or Umpqua Bank) to sell beer and merchandise and the special event permit 
allows for street closure for two hours only so an all day event on a closed street wouldn’t be possible. 
  
 
 
From: Tami DeMille-Campos [mailto:campost@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 8:34 AM 
To: 'Steve MacLennan'; 'Margueritte Hickman'; 'Betsy Harshman'; 'Karl Johnson'; 'Amy Gunter'; 'Diana 
Shiplet'; 'Mike Faught'; 'Ann Seltzer'; petersoj@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'Whitney Dennis' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
  
Thank you all for your input! I will wait for Planning to weigh in before I relay all of this to Cassandra. 
  
Tami De Mille-Campos 
Permit Technician 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2420 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
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This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure and retention. 
 If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2427. Thank you. 
  
 
 
From: Steve MacLennan [mailto:maclenns@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 7:18 AM 
To: 'Margueritte Hickman'; 'Betsy Harshman'; 'Karl Johnson'; 'Amy Gunter'; 'Diana Shiplet'; 'Mike Faught'; 
'Ann Seltzer'; petersoj@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'Tami DeMille-Campos'; 'Whitney Dennis' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
  
Other events/block parties have requested B St. to be closed and they have been denied because of B 
St. being a main thoroughfare.   
  
 
 
From: Margueritte Hickman [mailto:margueritte.hickman@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 4:37 PM 
To: 'Betsy Harshman'; 'Karl Johnson'; 'Amy Gunter'; 'Diana Shiplet'; 'Mike Faught'; 'Ann Seltzer'; 'Steve 
MacLennan'; petersoj@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'Tami DeMille-Campos'; 'Whitney Dennis' 
Subject: RE: Special Event? 
  
She knows the requirements for fire on the inside. I won’t add anything about outside until Planning 
weighs in. We haven’t approved the closure of B street in the past. 
  
-m 
  
From: Betsy Harshman [mailto:harshmab@ashland.or.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 4:33 PM 
To: Karl Johnson; Amy Gunter; 'Diana Shiplet'; 'Margueritte Hickman'; 'Mike Faught'; 'Ann Seltzer'; Steve 
MacLennan; petersoj@ashland.or.us 
Cc: 'Tami DeMille-Campos'; 'Whitney Dennis' 
Subject: Special Event? 
  
I had a call from a woman named Cassandra who is representing the Sustainable Valley Technology 
Group.  They plan on renting the Armory in October to hold an event with speakers, kids fair, concert, 
beer garden and local sustainable economy vendor booths. 
  
They would like to close B Street between Pioneer and Oak Street and include a beer garden to sell 
locally crafted beer between noon and dusk, and moving indoors for a concert afterward on a weekend 
day.  This could become an annual event and they would welcome City partnership.   
  
They are in the planning stages and are willing to change some plans based on legality.  She is looking for 
direction and I’d appreciate you sharing your comments, concerns and suggestions, either with me 
and/or Cassandra.  Her number is 541-261-8981 or email is Cassandra@liveatthearmory.com 
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Betsy Harshman, Administrative Supervisor 
City of Ashland, Public Works Department 
20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR  97520 
541-552-2410 or 541-488-5587 
Fax: 541-488-6006, TTY: 1-800-735-2900 
 
This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and it is subject to Oregon Public Records law for disclosure 
and retention.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me at 541-552-2410. Thank you. 
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