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Council Business Meeting 
July 17, 2017 

 
Title: 
 

League of Oregon Cities – 2019 Legislative Agenda Input 
 

From: Adam Hanks Interim City Administrator 

 
Adam.hanks@ashland.or.us 
 

 

 

Summary: 

Prior to each State legislative session, the League of Oregon Cities (LOC) requests that each 

member City in Oregon review a LOC developed list of legislative objectives and provide formal 

input of the top four recommended legislative issues for LOC to focus on and pursue on behalf 

of its members for the 2019 Legislative session.   

 

Actions, Options, or Potential Motions: 

1) I move to direct the City Administrator to submit the following four legislative issues to 

the League of Oregon Cities as the City of Ashland’s top four recommended legislative 

issues for LOC to focus on for the 2019 Legislative Session. (List the identification letter 

next to each of the four legislative issue titles) 

 

2) I move to direct the City Administrator to compile the results of individual Councilor 

rankings of all 29 issues to determine the composite top four issues to submit as the City 

Council’s formal recommendations for the LOC Legislative focus issues. 

 

3) I move to direct the City Administrator to coordinate with the City’s Executive 

Leadership team to develop and submit the City’s top four recommended issues for the 

legislative 

  

Staff Recommendation: 

While nearly every issue summarized in the attached LOC document has some current or 

potential relevance to the City, some issues have the potential for more targeted positive impact 

for Ashland.  Of the 29 listed issues, below is a short list of staff recommended priorities to 

consider: 

 

D Beer and Cider Tax Increase Potential additional general fund revenue 

E Broadband Infrastructure Protect municipal authority/ability to provide 

broadband services 

F Carbon Cap-and-Invest Program State level action that would assist in meeting local 

CEAP/GHG goals and targets 

H Green Energy Technology 

Requirements Changes 

Provide additional flexibility for renewable 

energy/energy efficiency associated with public 

building construction 
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L Lodging Tax Definition Broadening Provide additional flexibility for uses of local 

lodging tax funds 

O PERS Reform Improvements to the PERS system and increases 

employee risk/cost of system 

P PERS Unfunded Liability Revenue 

Stream Dedication 

Provide a state revenue stream to more quickly pay 

down the current unfunded liability 

T Right-of-Way and Franchise Fee 

Authority 

Protect local authority/ability to control and set 

compensation rates for users of r-o-w 

 

Staff also recommends that Council, either within this discussion or at a future meeting date, 

consider and provide direction to staff on any legislative topics it is interested in having staff 

pursue directly with local legislators or separately with local community partners, LOC or others. 

 

Resource Requirements: 

N/A 

 

Policies, Plans and Goals Supported: 

1. Leverage our regional and state relationships to increase effectiveness in relevant policy 

arenas 

 

Background and Additional Information: 

The League of Oregon Cities is a primary resource for its member cities in advocating and being 

current on legislative efforts at the State level.  This voting/prioritization exercise is one of the 

early tools used to organize the statewide efforts of LOC to benefit local municipalities. 

 

City staff are also able to utilize LOC staff resources for specific questions, updates, explanation, 

etc. on proposed bills, likely impacts of bills, connection with other cities that share common 

concerns, etc. 

 

Additionally, City staff participates in what is called the “Legislative Hotline”, a weekly phone 

call with our two local legislators that is organized and operated by the Ashland Chamber of 

Commerce.  This provides a unique and valuable conduit of current information exchange 

between our local community partners and our local elected legislators.  These weekly calls 

begin the first week of the session. 

 

Attachments: 

LOC – 2018 Legislative Session Summary of Bills - 

http://www.orcities.org/Portals/17/Legislative/2018LegBillSummaryfinal.pdf 

Legislative Voting Summary 

 

http://www.orcities.org/Portals/17/Legislative/2018LegBillSummaryfinal.pdf
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