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Council Communication 
June 20, 2016, Study Session 
 

 

Proposed Changes Related to Public Art in Chapter 18 

 

FROM:  

Ann Seltzer, management analyst, seltzera@ashland.or.us 

 

SUMMARY 

This is a discussion of a proposal to remove public art from the Site Design Review requirement of 

AMC 18.5.2.020 and to add review by city commissions to AMC 2.29, the public art chapter of the 

municipal code. This change would remove public art from the land use process while allowing for 

review, as necessary, by the appropriate City commissions.  

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
At the City Council study session on April 18, staff suggested removing public art from the Site 

Design Review process in Chapter 18 and to add new section to AMC 2.29 to include review of public 

art proposed concepts by all City commissions.  The Council requested staff return with proposed 

changes.  

 

Rationale 

The change removes public art from the legal proscriptions to which development is subject, including 

the appeal process.   

 

In addition, public art as part of a site design review requires a planning application using AMC 

18.5.1.050 requirements written for development projects, and public art, as included in the Site 

Design Review process, is subject to the established planning fees. 

 

The proposed change does not remove any codified or implicit power from any commission to review 

and provide input on proposed public art and expands the review to include all commissions.  The 

proposed change continues to provide the Historic Commission with oversight of public art proposed 

for structures listed on the National Register and on contributing properties in a historic district.  

 

Proposed Changes 

AMC 18.5.2.020 Applicability 

Site Design Review is required for the following types of project proposals. 

A. Commercial, Industrial, Non-Residential and Mixed Uses 

4.  Any exterior change, including installation of Public Art, with the exception of public art, 

to a structure which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places or to a contributing 

property within a Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places that requires a 

building permit. 

 

Addition to 2.29.199 
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The Public Art Commission will provide artist concept(s) to all City Commissions for review.  City 

Commissions may review the artist concept(s) using their existing powers and criteria, and in their 

advisory role, provide written input for consideration by the City Council.  City Commission may not 

participate in the creative design process. The Historic Commission shall review public art proposed 

on structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places and on contributing properties within a 

Historic District.   

 

Background 

As noted in the April 18 study session, public art is a square peg trying to fit into the round hole of the 

land use code Site Design Development Review.  AMC 18.5.2.020 (see above) is written for 

development of commercial, industrial, non-residential and mixed use projects.   

 

Public Art was added to the Site Design Development Review several years ago and the recent Calle 

mural is was subject to that review.  While the review process went well, thanks in a large part to 

Planning staff, it also provided the opportunity to identify bumps in the process as it pertains to public 

art.  

 

What is gained with the change? 

The change takes public art out of the legal parameters intended for development, removes the 

requirement for PAC to be a land use applicant and reduces staff time by removing the notice 

requirements and preparation of written findings. 

 

The addition to AMC 2.29 ensures all City commissions have the opportunity to review public art and 

ensures the Historic Commission continues to review public art proposed on listed structures and on 

contributing properties. 

 

Future Issues to be addressed: 

1) Councilor Marsh has requested a Council review of the Mural Guidelines developed by the 

Public Art Commission.  At that review, staff will suggest incorporating language in the Mural 

Guidelines or into AMC 2.29 that addresses murals such as: 

a. Murals should not be placed on building facades with a public entrance. 

b. Murals should not be located on an unpainted façade surface (natural brick, stone) of a 

contributing historic structure.  

c. Murals should be limited to one per block to avoid visual clutter. 

This is a partial list suggested by Community Development Director Bill Molnar. 

 

2) If the Council chooses not to remove the reference to public art in the Site Design Review 

Process, it is suggested that planning application requirements be written specifically for public 

art rather than using the current requirements written for commercial, industrial, non-residential 

and mixed use development and to identify a means to waive planning fees associated with 

public art. The planning fees increase the budget for public art and the current application 

process is challenging for the PAC to navigate. 

 

3) Regardless of the direction provided by Council, the Historic Commission may wish to develop 

review criteria for public art that isn’t attached to a building.  
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4) The proposed change will likely require a review of other sections of Chapter 18 which 

references public art.  

 

Adding language to AMC 2.29 requiring the PAC to provide proposed public art concepts to all city 

commission for review ensures the Historic Commission and all commissions have an opportunity to 

provide input using the criteria they currently use to review projects, planning applications, proposals 

etc.  

 

COUNCIL GOALS SUPPORTED: 

14. Encourage and/or develop public spaces that build community and promote interaction. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

None   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 

Staff recommends the changes above for future Council review at a regular City Council meeting.  

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

I move to direct staff to draft the proposed changes to AMC 18.5.2.020 and AMC 2.29.199 for Council 

review.    

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Letter from the Historic Commission dated June 20, 2016 
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