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Council Business Meeting 
June 4, 2019 

Agenda Item Approval of a Contract for Electric Improvements on Mountain Avenue 

From Tom McBartlett Director of Electric 

Contact thomas.mcbartlett@ashland.or.us   541-552-2314 

SUMMARY 

Approval is being requested to award a contract for the installation of conduit necessary for underground electric 

infrastructure along North Mountain Avenue. The intent of staff is to award the contract to Knife River, in the 

amount of $88,985, for excavation, conduit installation, and restoration. 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

Electric ten-year planning study 

Reconfigure system to utilize extra feeders at Mountain Avenue Substation 

Allow the City to transfer load from other substations and reduce delivery charges 

Each distribution feeder should be capable of being supplied by one or more alternate distribution 

sources 

Transfer three MW of peak load from Ashland Substation North Main Feeder (A2001) to an unused or 

   new feeder out of either Ashland or Mountain Avenue Substation 

Department Goals 

Improve reliability and resiliency 

Long term cost savings 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

On March 19, 2019, Council approved a contract with Knife River to install electric conduits and vaults along 

Hersey Street. This contract is for the additional installation necessary to complete the connection to Mountain 

Avenue substation.  

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

In February 2019, the Electric Department issued a request for bids to install underground conduit and vaults along 

Hersey Street. Included in that bid was a request for bidders to submit a separate proposal for the installation of 

conduits along Mountain Avenue to complete the connection to the substation. The primary reasons for this separate 

bid was funding and time constraints. Having this part of the project bid separately allowed the Department more 

flexibility in determining how much would be spent on this project for this year. If necessary, this part of the project 

could have been delayed due to it not being in the project area for the Hersey Street reconstruction.  

FISCAL IMPACTS 

After Council approved the contract with Knife River on March 19, 2019, staff was able to identify some cost saving 

changes to the design of the system along Hersey Street. These changes reduced the length of trenching necessary to 

achieve the goals of the project. This resulted in cost reductions of $150,000 in the Hersey Street contract.  

The cost of this new contract is $88,985 for the trench and conduit work along Mountain Avenue. This cost assumes 

that Knife River would complete this piece as part of the larger project, therefore not incur any additional 

mobilization expenses.    
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that Council approve the award of the contract with Knife River to complete the trench and 

conduit installation along Mountain Avenue to connect into the Mountain Avenue substation. 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move to approve the contract with Knife River in the amount of $88,985 for excavation and installation of conduits 

along Mountain Avenue. 

I move to deny the award of a contract to install electrical conduits along Mountain Avenue. 

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Engineer drawing for the additional bid 

Attachment 2: Knife River bid submittal schedule C 

Attachment 3: Bid summary 

March 19, 2019 Council Communication 

http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/031919_Hersey_Street_Electrical_Project_CCFinal2.pdf
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