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Council Communication 
May 17, 2016, Business Meeting 
 

 

Request from the Public Art Commission for approval of mural concepts on Calle 

Guanajuato 

 

FROM:  

Ann Seltzer, management analyst, seltzera@ashland.or.us
 

SUMMARY 

The Public Art Commission requests the City Council approve both concepts for a mural to be painted 

adjacent to Calle Guanajuato. In addition, staff requests the City Council waive the planning 

application fee for the site design review. Sandy Friend, vice chair of the Public Art Commission will 

present this report. 

 

BACKGROUND AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
In December, 2015, Kathryn and Barry Thalden presented a completed mural application to the Public 

Art Commission (PAC).  They proposed to hire an artist from Guanajuato to paint a mural on the wall 

of the Sesame Kitchen restaurant facing Calle Guanajuato. Property owner Bruce Roberts has 

expressed his support for the project.  In addition, the Thaldens will engage Denise Baxter, the artist 

who painted the mural at the Ashland Food Bank, to oversee the technical components of the project, 

including ensuring the artist adheres to the approved design and color pallete, proper wall preparation 

and managing the SOU students who will assist the artist. The PAC expressed preliminary support for 

the project pending a final review of artist’s concept and artist qualifications. 

 

At the April 16 PAC meeting, Mr. and Mrs. Thalden presented the proposed mural concept by 

Guanajuato artist Laura Rangel Villasenor, known professionally as Loreta (see attached). Denise 

Baxter presented the color palette for the concept and explained her involvement in the project.  The 

PAC approved the proposed concept at that meeting and voted to forward its recommendation to the 

City Council for final approval.  In addition, the PAC contacted the Parks and Recreation Commission 

about its decision and concerns related to the visibility of the finished mural (see attached). The PAC 

also sent an email to the Historic Commission with the proposed mural (see attached).    

 

Why two concepts? 

The PAC approved the original mural concept at its meeting on April 16.  The artist subsequently 

submitted a revised concept.  The PAC will vote to approve or reject the revised concept at its meeting 

on May 20, thus the PAC is asking the Council to approve both concepts at this time and to defer the 

final selection to the PAC.  The artist has explained that she prefers to paint the second concept 

because it brings the cathedral, the most prominent feature in Guanajuato, to the forefront.  

 

The following additional steps have been taken for this project: 

Parks and Recreation 
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The mural was approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on April 25 (see attached). The 

Lithia Artisan Guild annually rents space on the Calle for the weekend Lithia Artisan Market. The 

Thaldens along with the Parks and Recreation staff met with the manager of the Lithia Artisan Guild to 

address scheduling during the period the artist is painting so as not to interfere with the Artisan Market 

or other Calle operations.  

 

Historic Commission and Community Development Department 

The Public Art Commission sent an email to the Historic Commission about the project (see attached). 

 

Because the wall is on a contributing property in the Downtown Historic District, the proposed change 

to the exterior wall triggered a Type 1 (administrative decision) site design review (AMC 18.5.2.020 

A4). The Thaldens have been working with the Planning Division on this project to complete the 

planning application review process which includes a fee.  The planning action fee of $1,012 is in 

place so that applicants pay for the staff time necessary to shepherd their project though the process.  

This is not a private development project, it is a significant donation to the City for the benefit of the 

public.  For this reason, staff requests the Council waive the $1,012 planning application fee which at 

this point has not been paid pending Council direction. 

 

The project was noticed on April 22, the Historic Commission reviewed and approved the project on 

May 4 based on the criteria outlined in a staff report from Community Development Director Bill 

Molnar (see attached). Mr. Molnar has approved the mural and mailed the ‘Notice of Decision’ (see 

attached) which takes effect on May 17.  

 

The revised concept is not a departure from the original concept and the alteration to the historical 

resource is nearly identical to the original concept, therefore staff does not feel it is necessary to re-

notice the project.  

 

Clarification 

The Council is not being asked to approve a land use decision but is being asked to approve the mural 

concepts and allow the Public Art Commission to make a final decision at its meeting on May 20.  

 

Either path, approval or denial of the mural concepts and the Public Art Commission’s May 20th 

decision, must occur in order to move forward (or not) with the mural’s installation.  Additionally, the 

Council’s direction regarding the waiver of the planning action fee is necessary in order to complete 

the land use process.  

 

Timeline 

The intent is to complete the mural by the July 4 weekend so a ribbon cutting ceremony can occur 

while the Guanajuato Sister City officials are in town for the July 4 festivities.  To meet this timeline 

the artist will need to begin her work prior to the first Council meeting in June.  

 

Because of this accelerated timeline and the time requirements in the land use process, and the recent 

concept revision which has not yet been reviewed and approved by the PAC the Council is being asked 

to approve both mural concepts tonight.  

 

If the approved mural concept is painted following PAC guidelines (adherence to the design concept, 

wall preparation, color palette, UV protection, etc.) the mural becomes part of the City’s public art 
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collection and the City and the property owner will enter into a mutually acceptable agreement for city 

ownership of the mural wall for as long as the mural is in place.  Either party can opt out of the 

agreement after a period of five years.  

 

AMC 2.29 addresses the process for the acquisition and placement of public art.  Art that is donated to 

and accepted by the City becomes part of the City’s public art collection and the City is responsible for 

the maintenance of the art.  The PAC reviewed the original proposal and believes it will enhance the 

visual landscape of the selected site, will be relatively maintenance free, and meets the guidelines for 

recommendation as stated in AMC 2.29.130. 

 

COUNCIL GOALS SUPPORTED: 

N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

N/A 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 

Staff recommends the City Council approve both mural concepts and defer the final selection to the 

Public Art Commission. Staff also recommends that the City Council waive the fee associated with the 

site design review process. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

1. I move approval of both mural concepts and defer the final selection to the Public Art    

Commission.  

2. I move to waive the fee associated with the site design review process for the Calle Guanajuato 

mural. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Original and revised mural concepts 

2) Artist proposal and background 

3) Parks and Recreation Commission approval and email from PAC 

4) PAC email to HC 

5) Molnar memo to the Historic Commission 

6) Notice of Decision 



1 
 

Original Concept 

 

 

  



2 
 

Revised Concept 
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From: Rachel Dials  
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 11:09 AM 
To: Ann Seltzer 
Subject: Recommendations-Mural Wall  
 
Hi Ann- 
 
Attached are the recommendations from the Parks Commission from last night’s meeting.  
 
Motion was:  
I move to make a recommendation to the City Council for approval of the Calle Mural Project 
under the following conditions:  

1. Prohibit artisans from hanging their wares on the completed mural wall. 
2. Relocate the Fire lane sign that currently hangs on the mural wall to the opposite side 

of the Calle. 
3. Work by the artist on the mural should be scheduled so as not to interfere with the 

Artisans Market or any other Calle Operations 
4. Any associate alterations, repairs or costs related to the mural project will not be the 

responsibility of the Lithia Artisans Market or Ashland Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 

 
 
Email send to Parks Commission on April 14, 2016 

April 18, 2016  

Dear Parks and Recreation Commissioners and Parks and Recreation Director Michael Black, 

The Public Art Commission has voted to approve the proposed mural for Calle Guanajuato and 

forward our recommendation to the City Council for their final approval at their meeting on May 

17, 2016. 

We understand there are several moving parts to this project and know that the first step is final 

approval of the proposed mural design.  Attached is a document from the artist that you may find 

useful. 

If approved by the City Council, the proposed mural will cover the entire side of the Sesame 

Kitchen building.  Currently, that wall is obscured by the sun shade, by artisans hanging their 

products and paintings on that wall, by the swinging gate at the entrance to the Calle and a city 

sign.  The PAC wants to ensure that if approved and executed, the mural can be viewed in its 

entirety. 

Thus, the Public Art Commission respectfully asks you to consider four modifications to the 

current set up of that area: 
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1)      Prohibit artisans from hanging their wares on that wall as has been done in the past.  See 

the attached photo.  We understand that artisan booths will continue to be situated in front of the 

wall but we ask that nothing is attached to the wall once painted. 

2)      Reconfigure the sun shade.  We recognize that the area can get very hot and shade helps 

keep the temperature more tolerable for both the artisans and shoppers.  Is it possible to provide 

shade for that location using a different technique rather than connecting the sun shade to a bolt 

in the mural wall?  Perhaps cantilevered from the railing opposite the wall? See the attached two 

photos.   

3)      Currently the gate swings into the Calle against the mural wall and appears to be open most 

of the time, thus obscuring the mural.  Is it possible to have the gate mounted on the opposite 

side from the wall and swing towards the railing so that when open it rests along the decorative 

fence opposite the wall? 

4)      Finally, we have asked staff to relocate the Fire Lane sign that currently hangs on the mural 

wall to the opposite side of the Calle. 

Many thanks for your considerations.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Garrington, chair Public Art Commission 

  

  

  

 

 

Ann Seltzer, Management Analyst 

City of Ashland  

20 East Main Street, Ashland OR 97520 

(541) 552-2106 or (541) 488-6002, TTY 800-735-2900 

FAX: (541) 488-5311 

NOTICE: This email transmission is official business of the City of Ashland, and is subject to 

the Oregon Public Records Law for disclosure and retention. If you have received this message 

in error, please contact me at 541-552-2316.  Thank you. 
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