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Council Business Meeting 
February 20, 2018 

Title: Quitclaim of an Unused Public Utility Easement for 560 Fordyce St.  

From: Scott A. Fleury Deputy Public Works Director 

 Scott.fleury@ashland.or.us  
 

 

Summary: 

Before the Council is a request to approve a quitclaim deed that releases interest in a dedicated 

but unused public utility easement (PUE). The original easement, as stated, is no longer required 

due to an updated partition plat that granted a new public utility easement for adjacent properties.  

 

Actions, Options, or Potential Motions: 

 Council may move approval of the attached Quitclaim document 

o Quitclaims a PUE easement dedicated partition plat P-15-1997 and also shown on 

partition plat P-13-2001.The 10’ wide PUE runs along the southern boundary of parcel 

#2 of P-13-2001.  

o If approved the City Administrator, John Karns, can sign on behalf of the City.  

 

If Council does not approve the Quitclaim document then the existing approved encroachment 

permit will be maintained allowing the house to encroach 3.5 feet into the unused utility 

easement.  

  

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of the attached Quitclaim document which would remove a 10’ wide 

PUE from property owner’s current deed record.  This action helps to clear title restrictions that 

are no longer necessary for the public interest.  

 

Resource Requirements: 

There are no resource requirements of this action other than expended staff time.  All document 

recording fees will be borne by the property owner. 

 

Policies, Plans and Goals Supported: 
Council Goals: 

4   Evaluate real property and facility assets to strategically support city mission and goals. 

 

Department Goals: 

 Evaluate all city infrastructure regarding planning management and financial resources. 

 

Background and Additional Information: 

Public Works staff was contacted by the Davis Hearn Anderson &Turner law firm regarding 

terminating a public utility easement upon which the house at 560 Fordyce Street encroaches by 

3.5 feet. At the time the house was in trust and was in process to be sold when in title research 
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the encroachment was found and the potential buyer terminated the purchase. Public Works staff 

outlined the process of terminating the easement and the process to allow a temporary 

encroachment in order to allow the sale of the property through the trust. Staff processed a 

temporary encroachment permit to allow the sale of the house and provide for time to obtain 

Council approval of a quitclaim deed to terminate the easement.   

 

The utility easement was originally dedicated on partition plat P-15-1997 and was meant to 

provide utilities to the adjacent parcel #2 upon development. The parcel was then partitioned 

again through P-13-2001 with an additional public utility easement provided along with a 

common ingress/egress point to serve parcels 3 & 4. It has been determined there are no utilities 

in the PUE and Public Works does not need the additional easement for infrastructure purposes.  

 

Next Steps:  

Should council approve this action, the property owner is responsible for recording the Quitclaim 

document with Jackson County.  

 

Attachments: 

1. Quitclaim document  

2. Summary Record-Davis Hearn, Anderson & Turner  

 



Recording Requested By:
City of Ashland, Oregon
Engineering Dept
20 E. Main St.
Ashland, OR 97520

When Recorded Mail To:
Christian E. Hearn, Attorney (OSB #911829)
Davis, Hearn, Anderson & Turner, P.C.
515 E. Main St.
Ashland, OR 97520

Grantor:
City of Ashland, Oregon
20 E. Main St. | Ashland, OR 97520

Grantees:
John C. Wise & Evelyn C. Wachtel
Trustees, Wise-Wachtel Revocable Living Trust
20591 Honey Hill Dr. | Hidden Valley Lake, CA  95467

Actual Consideration Paid:   None

Send Tax Statements to:
Owner of Record per County Assessor Records

(Space Above for County Recorder’s Use)

QUITCLAIM  DEED

1. THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OREGON (“City”), hereby releases and quitclaims unto JOHN C.
WISE and EVELYN C. WACHTEL, TRUSTEES OF THE WISE-WACHTEL REVOCABLE
LIVING TRUST DATED JAN. 23, 2007, all City’s right, title, and interest in and to that
certain 10'-wide Public Utility Easement burdening the southerly boundary of Parcel No.
Two (2) of Partition Plat No. P-13-2001, recorded March 14, 2001, in the Record of
Partition Plats in Jackson County, Oregon, and filed as Survey No. 16827 in the office of the
Jackson County Surveyor.  Said Public Utility Easement being vacated and terminated by
City herein is identified as indicated on the copy of Partition Plat No. P-13-2001, attached
hereto as Exhibit “A”, located in the City of Ashland, Jackson County, Oregon.  

2. This Quitclaim Deed is being provided in order to vacate and terminate the above-described
Public Utility Easement, such Easement having been incorrectly located, and so there is no
consideration for this vacation of easement. 

MAYOR, CITY OF ASHLAND, OREGON:

                                                                       Dated:                                                              
JOHN STROMBERG, Mayor

CITY RECORDER, CITY OF ASHLAND, OREGON:

                                                                        Dated:                                                                
MELISSA HUHTALA, City Recorder

[NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FOLLOW ON NEXT PAGE]
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STATE OF OREGON )
)  §

County of Jackson )

On  __________________________, 20         _ , before me, the undersigned Notary Public,
personally appeared the above named JOHN STROMBERG, personally known to me (or proved
to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be Mayor of the City of Ashland, Oregon, and
also the person whose name is subscribed to this Quitclaim Deed, and acknowledged that he
executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument the
person, or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.  I declare
under penalty of perjury that the person whose name is subscribed to this instrument appears to
be of sound mind and under no duress, fraud, or undue influence.

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL

___________________________________
Notary Public for the State of Oregon

My Commission Expires: __________

STATE OF OREGON )
)   §

County of Jackson )

On  __________________________, 20     __  , before me, the undersigned Notary Public,
personally appeared the above named MELISSA HUHTALA, personally known to me (or
proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be City Recorder for the City of
Ashland, Oregon, and also the person whose name is subscribed to this Quitclaim Deed, and
acknowledged that she executed the same in her authorized capacity, and that by her signature on
the instrument the person, or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the
instrument.  I declare under penalty of perjury that the person whose name is subscribed to this
instrument appears to be of sound mind and under no duress, fraud, or undue influence.

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL

___________________________________
Notary Public for the State of Oregon

My Commission Expires: __________ 
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EXHIBIT "A"

EXHIBIT "A"
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Public Utility Easement being Terminated 
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