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An Activity Book for Grades 3-5 

Welcome!  
You are about to embark on a journey that will explore the History of the Rogue Valley.   
Your adventure begins at school and continues at North Mountain Park.   

This workbook will help prepare for your trip and help you remember many of the  
things you will see and learn about along the way. 
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This picture shows three different kinds of mills that were built in Ashland.  One of the mills 
ground wheat into flour, another cut timber into usable lumber, and a third washed, processed 
and spun wool into clothing and other items.  These early mills were all powered by water from 
Ashland Creek.  

 
Directions: 
black, and the trees green.  Next, color the sawmill brown, the flour mill red, and the woolen mill 
yellow. Then, color in the rest of the picture by adding more houses, farms and animals. 

Pioneer Life Pre-visit Activity 
Early Ashland Mills 
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Pioneer Life Pre-visit Activity 
Donation Land Claims 

Directions:  Read the following story and then circle the names of the 5 Founding Fathers 
 
One of Ashland’s most famous early pioneers is Abel Helman, who sailed from the East Coast to 
California in search of gold.  Not finding any big strikes, Mr. Helman decided to see if the  
Willamette Valley was really the garden of Eden people were talking about.  After traveling north 
and then back into California, Helman decided the Rogue Valley was the place for him, and in 
1852 he staked his own donation land claim along Rock Creek, later known as Ashland Creek. 
Donation Land Claims were tracts of land given away by the government to encourage settle-
ment. 
 
Although he had intended to make a living mining for gold, Mr. Helman soon decided that  
because most of the gold claims had already been taken, he would be more successful  
selling lumber to the miners. Within a few years, Helman, along with fellow pioneer Eber Emery, 

Can you find their sawmill on the previous page? 

Just a couple of years later, Helman and Emery put their efforts into building a flour mill, also 
along Rock Creek.  Do you see how the creek flows into the flour mill? By this time it was clear 
that Helman’s land was to become the main commercial district for the new town and the  
eventual location of the downtown Plaza. In 1855, Helman laid out twelve lots around the new 
plaza, and the town of Ashland Mills (named after Helman and Emery’s home county of Ashland, 
Ohio) became established. Helman School sits on the site of Helman’s original house. 
 
Other pioneers who had original land claims in Ashland included Enoch Walker, whose house 
still sits on East Main next to Willow Wind School. His claim includes the site where Walker 
School now sits. There was also James Tolman, whose original land claim now includes the site 
of Bellview School.  
 
The land that is now the site of North Mountain Park was part of the parcel claimed by  
Ashland pioneer Asa Fordyce.  Asa brought his family to Oregon from Iowa in 1853.  Almost  
immediately after arriving in the Rogue Valley, Asa was involved in an Indian attack. After being 
injured from the shot, he stayed with James Tolman until he healed.  He was eventually able to  
make his claim on the land that extended down to Bear Creek and to settle his ranch, which the 
family owned for many years.  Today, there is a street named after him that sits on a part of his 
original claim. 
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Logging Pre-visit Activity 
Logging History 

People cut down trees from the forest to make lumber, paper, and other things they need.  
When Oregon first became a state, there were only a few people living here and only a 
few trees were cut down. These were used to build houses, farms, and fences.  
After the railroad was built, logs could be sent by train all over the country, so many 
more trees were cut.  Following World War II, a lot of people built houses, so even more 
trees were cut in Oregon.  Today, we know that by recycling paper and using things be-
sides wood to build with, we don’t need to cut down as many trees. 
 
Directions: The pictures below show a forest of Jackson County in four different years.  
Pretend that each tree pictured equals 100 trees, so there is a total of 1,000 trees in each 

. Each year, a different number of trees were cut in this forest.  For each forest,  
figure out how many were cut and how many were left and then shade in the trees that 
were not cut with a green pencil.  Remember that you may have to show part of a tree. 
 
 

 
 Year: 1859

50 trees were cut 
   How many trees were left? ______________ 
  
 So, if 1 tree =  100 real trees,  
 how many trees should you color? ________ 

    
 

Year: 1900 
150 trees were cut 
How many trees were left? ______________ 
 
So, if 1 tree =  100 real trees,  
how many trees should you color? _______ 

Forest  ‘A’ 

Forest  ‘B’ 



 5 

 

Logging Pre-visit Activity 
Logging History (cont.) 

What year were the most trees cut? _________ 
 
What do you think most of the wood cut that year was used for? 
 
 
 
Why do think we aren’t cutting as many trees today? 
 
 
 
 
How many trees do you think we can cut (out of 1,000) and still have a healthy forest?  

Present Day 

1955
700 trees were cut 
How many trees were left? ______________ 
 
So, if 1 tree =  100 real trees,  
how many trees should you color? _______ 

Forest  ‘C’ 

Forest  ‘D’ 
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Logging Pre-visit Activity 
Ashland Sawmills 

 Beagle Mill      Cotton Mill   Fir Milling & Planing
     
 Lithia Lumber     Mistletoe  Parson’s Pine Products  
  
 Oregon Sawmill     Taylor Brother       Workman Mill

Which mill made small parts for Fisher Price Toys, such as wooden Lincoln Logs?  
 
 
 
2. Which mill was located across the street from North Mountain Park? 
 
 
 
3. Which mill was the last mill to close down and what was the name of the mill when 

it closed in 1995? 
 
 
 
4.  Which mill is now the site of SOU Student Family Housing?   
 
 
 
5. Which mill was referred to as the Mississippi Mill? 
 
 
 
6. Which mill burned to the ground in 1955? 
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Logging Pre-visit Activity 
Ashland Sawmills (cont.) 

 
7. Which mill was located where Bi-Mart is today? 
 
 
 
8. Which mill logged land that became Earth Teach Forest Park up on Dead Indian    

Memorial Road? 
 
 
 
9.  Which mill is pictured below? 
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Logging Pre-visit Activity 
Ashland Sawmills 

This is a map of Ashland as it looked in the year 
1956.  The little towers all represent sawmills that 
were in business that year. The towers represent wig-
wam burners that were used to burn the leftover 
scrap wood and sawdust. You can see a picture of a 
wigwam burner on the next page. 
 
 
Directions:  
1. Color North Mt. Park and Lithia Park green. 
2. Color Ashland Creek and Bear Creek blue. 
3. Color all the wigwam burners red. 
4. Circle the name of your school (if it’s on the map). 
 
 

In the early days, pioneers built mills near Ashland 
Creek so that they could use the water for power. In 
this picture, what feature do you notice running 
through the center of the map?  
 
Why do you think mills were located near this  
feature? 

Use a ruler to find out which two historic mill sites  
are closest to your school and list them here: 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
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Wigwam Burner 
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Ranching Pre-visit Activity 
Learning About Native Plants & Wildlife 

Deerbrush 
Ceanothus integerrimu 



 
 
 

Rabbitbrush  
Chrysothaminum nauseosus



 Quail use this plant for nesting 
 
 

Bunch Grass 
Koeleria cristata 



 



  

 

Ranching Pre-visit Activity 
Learning About Native Plants & Wildlife 



  

 

NMP Activity 
Ranching Game Results 

Round 1 

Round 2 



  

 

Round 3 

Stock Ranch of John Murphy, near Ashland 

NMP Activity 
Ranching Game Results 



  

 

Directions: 

Post-visit Activity 
Oral Interview 



  

 

Post-visit Activity 
Oral Interview cont. 



  

 

Post-visit Activity 
Oregon State Seal 

Directions: 


