
You Live in a Bee City USA! 
 

In December 2014, Ashland bee-came the nation’s fifth Bee City 
USA. “Ashland’s City Council let it be known that they understand 
the importance of pollinators, and therefore want to make this city 
even more pollinator-friendly,” Mayor Stromberg said. 
 
To educate people about the important role that pollinators play in our 
lives, the City established a Bee City USA Subcommittee. One in 
every three bites of food is due to insect pollination.  Considering the 
dramatic declines in pollinator populations around the globe, Ash-
land’s commitment to bees and other pollinators on both public and 
private land is vital.  
 
Throughout the year, the City honors its Bee City designation with 
community education, celebrations and plantings of pesticide-free, 
pollinator-friendly plants.  
 
We encourage everyone to bee-come involved.  It’s easy to help, just: 
 Plant plants - preferably drought-tolerant, such as catmint, sun-

flowers, and asters. 
 Reduce - or better yet, stop - use of chemical pesticides.   
 Maintain a water source - just a shallow dish with small stones 

will do.   
 Enjoy some less-tended areas in your yard - pollinators will have a 

home all year long.  
 
To learn more, visit www.ashland.or.us/BeeCity. 

FireMed Ambulance 
Membership Program 

 
One of the many unique things Ashland 
offers its citizens is the FireMed Ambu-
lance Membership Program from Ash-
land Fire & Rescue. FireMed covers the 
cost of all ambulance and emergency 
transport, including emergency air ambu-
lance costs regardless of whether you 
have insurance. Even if you have insur-
ance, it will typically not cover the full 
cost of ambulance transport, so FireMed 
will cover the cost of co-pays, deducti-
bles and any other out-of-pocket ex-
penses.   
 
This program is available in Ashland and 
Talent, as well as the rural areas of 
Green Springs, Highway 66, Emigrant 
Lake, and Howard Prairie Lake. FireMed 
members also enjoy a large reciprocal 
network with ambulance services 
throughout most of Oregon. For an addi-
tional $44/year, you can purchase Fire-
Med Plus, which adds Mercy Flights ser-
vices to the coverage.  
 
A single emergency ambulance transport 
costs over $1,000. An air ambulance 
transport can cost $7,000 or more. Being 
a member of FireMed provides you and 
 
(See, FireMed, Page 3) 
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Our community has made consider-
able steps to reduce water use this 
summer and because of those ef-
forts we have managed to keep our 
water use between our goal of 4.5 
to5 million gallons per day. Typi-
cally, summer usage in Ashland 
peaks between 6 to 6.5 million gal-
lons per day. 
 
Although summer is coming to an 
end and the fall months are upon us, 
there are still many opportunities to 
use water wisely. Remember, as the 
weather cools and plants get ready 
for winter temperatures, they’ll re-
quire less water and a little less 
maintenance. Here are a few ways 
to ensure you do your part to con-
serve water while continuing to 
maintain a healthy landscape. 
 
Adjust your watering schedule. 
Over-irrigation is common in the 
early fall, especially September. 
The water needs of plants and grass 
decrease significantly in the fall 
because daylight hours have be- 

come shorter and the sun’s intensity 
has decreased. As the days get 
shorter, so should your watering 
times. 
 
Avoid watering when it rains.  
Keep an eye on the weather and 
shut off your sprinklers during any 
form of precipitation. You may 
even consider installing a rain sen-
sor that will shut off your sprinklers 
during periods of rainfall. 
 
Check soil moisture. Check soil 
moisture before watering. Use a 
moisture meter to detect whether 
moisture remains in the soil. If 
there is sufficient moisture, then 
watering can be delayed. 
 
Capture and recycle rainwater. 
Fall can bring seasonal rain, but 
much of that is lost to runoff and 
bypasses your yard. You can take 
advantage of these storms and 
lower your monthly water usage by 
directing your gutter downspouts 
into rain barrels. 

 

Low Income Assistance 
 
Once again, the City of Ashland has set aside money during the budget process for the Ashland Low Income 
Energy Assistance Program to assist low-income residents with electric bill costs during the cold winter 
months. 
 
Eligible Ashland residents include those whose income is at or below 60 percent of Oregon’s median income. 
These levels are based on household income and household size. Qualified recipients will receive a credit on 
their electric utility charges. Credits of up to 50 percent will be given to seniors and disabled persons for up to 
six months and credits of 50 percent to other qualified residents for up to three months. The maximum allowed 
credit is $300.00 for either group. 
 
Beginning October 1, applicants may call 541-552-2038 to request a Low Income Assistance application packet 
be sent to them or pick one up at the utility billing counter at City Hall. 
 
If you know of someone who might qualify and needs assistance, please let them know about this program. The 
deadline to submit the application is February 1, 2016. Late applications will not be accepted. 
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Fall into Water Conservation 
Replace grass with drought-
tolerant plants. A 1,000 square  
foot lawn may need up to 5,000 gal-
lons (670 cubic feet) of water each-
month to stay green – an expensive 
and time consuming task. Replac-
ing portions of your lawn with 
drought-resistant groundcover and 
shrubs can be a stylish way to con-
serve a lot of water. 
 
Explore the City of Ashland’s Wa-
ter-Wise Landscaping Website 
(ashlandsaveswater.org) for some 
fresh ideas. 
 
If you need assistance with pro-
gramming your controller or you 
would like a sprinkler system 
evaluation call 541-552-2062.  
 
For more information on our com-
munity’s water use, visit 
www.ashland.or.us/drought2015.      
 
For information on water conserva-
tion programs visit our website at 
www.ashland.or.us/conserve. 
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Bear Creek 
Salmon 
Festival 

 

The 11th annual 
Bear Creek Salmon 
Festival will take place on Satur-
day, October 3, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at North Mountain 
Park, 620 N. Mountain Avenue in 
Ashland. This admission-free fes-
tival will feature all-ages interac-
tive activities and exhibits focus-
ing on healthy salmon and wildlife 
habitat in our region, and water-
shed stewardship in our own 
homes and yards. 
 

This year’s theme is, “Water–
Keep it Flowing.” Participants can 
also enjoy a variety of fun outdoor 
activities such as fly and spin-
casting, exploring Bear Creek and 
listening to Native American 
drumming and story-telling. 
Lively musical entertainment, a 
salmon spiral labyrinth and a food 
concession by Peruvian Point will 
round out the day. 
 

Learn more at BearCreekSalmon-
Festival.net or call the Nature 
Center at 541-488-6606. FireMed 

Continued from Page 1 
 
anyone else in your household 
peace of mind against the unex-
pected costs of emergency ambu-
lance transport. You’ll also like 
knowing that your membership sup-
ports the local emergency services 
and helps pay for equipment and 
training for emergency personnel of 
Ashland Fire & Rescue. 
 
Last year, FireMed members saved 
more than $35,000 in ambulance 
costs!  Join FireMed today. Go to 
www.firemed.org or call 541-488-
6009.  

 

Safety Tips  
from Police Chief Tighe O’Meara 

 

Did you know Oregon state law 
requires bicycle operators to 
stop for pedestrians in cross-
walks? Bicyclists must stop and 
remain stopped until the pedes-
trian clears the adjacent lane, in 
the same manner as motor vehi-
cle operators (ORS 811.025 & 
811.028). It is also the law that 
when another vehicle is stopped 
at a crosswalk you cannot pass 
that vehicle if you are driving 
your bicycle or motor vehicle 
(ORS 811.020).   
 

Did you likewise know that if 
you are cycling in a cross walk 
and a motor vehicle is 
approaching or at the crosswalk 
you must not exceed the speed 
of a pedestrian (814.410d)? In 
other words, you cannot pass 
pedestrians in the crosswalk 
when motor vehicles are 
present.  
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Ashland Green and  
Solar Tour    

 
Are you planning to build a new 
home or looking for ways to incor-
porate green building designs into 
your existing one? If your answer 
is “yes,” or even “maybe,” you will 
enjoy the upcoming Ashland Green 
& Solar Tour! Tour innovative 
green homes and buildings to see 
how you can use solar energy, en-
ergy efficiency and other sustain-
able technologies to reduce 
monthly utility bills and help miti-
gate climate change. Learn excit-
ing new ideas and get inspired by 
what others have created! 
 
All tour participants will travel by 
bus to multiple home sites, with a 
bring-your-own lunch stop along 
the way. Space is limited. Pre-
register online at ashland.or.us/
register or call the Nature Center at 
541-488-6606.  
 
AGES  16 - Adult  
DATE  October 10  
TIME   9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
PLACE  Ashland Civic Center, 
   1175 E Main St 
COST   $10 

2015 Tree of the Year Nominations 
 

Do you have particular tree in our community that inspires you every time 
you see it? Every fall, the citizens of Ashland nominate their favorite tree 
to be selected as Ashland’s Tree of the Year. Nomination forms can be 
found on-line at http://www.ashland.or.us/Files/2015_TreeNomination.pdf,  
at City Hall (20 E. Main Street), or Community Development (51 Winburn 
Way). You may also submit the following information; tree being nomi-
nated, location of tree, property owner (if known), information as to why 
the tree is special, your contact information (name, address, phone number, 
e-mail) to Zechariah Heck, 20 East Main Street, Ashland, OR 97520; or 
Zechariah.heck@ashland.or.us. 
 
Nominations will be accepted until Friday, October 16, 2015. The list of 
nominated trees will be reduced by vote of the Tree Commissioners to the 
five. Look for a ballot with the five finalists in a future City Source!  
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News Notes 
 

Community Emergency Response Team Training 
Ashland is offering Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) training. Upon completion of this course, you will be 
able to perform basic disaster responses such as small fire sup-
pression, light search and rescue, and disaster medical opera-
tions. When disasters occur, you will know how to respond by 
being prepared to give critical support to your family, friends, 
neighborhood, and professional responders. 
 
Thursday, October 1 ~ 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
Friday, October 2 ~ 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 3 ~ 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 8 ~ 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
Friday, October 9 ~ 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 10 ~ 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
To register contact Ashland CERT at 541-552-2226, or 
cert@ashland.or.us. For more information go to 
www.ashlandcert.org. 
 
 

Gardening in Deer Country 
The deer in Ashland make for some challenges. At certain 
times, deer can be aggressive and they are almost always hun-
gry and will eat from your garden. For this reason it is impor-
tant to choose plants wisely. This class will address deer behav-
iors, precautions for citizens and ways to plan your landscape 
to reduce the possibility of deer damage. Handouts of deer re-
sistant plants will be provided. The program will wrap up with 
a question/answer session. Pre-register online at 
www.ashland.or.us/register or call the Nature Center at 541-
488-6606. 
AGES       12 - Adult 
DATE October 7  
TIME  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.   
PLACE  North Mountain Park   
COST  $5  
INSTRUCTOR Sherri Morgan is past President of Jackson 
County Master Gardeners, and is a local landscape designer. 
 
 

Stay Informed! 
For the latest news and information from the City sign up for 
e-mail alerts at ashland.or.us, follow us on Twitter, or “like” us 
on Facebook! 

City Calendar 
 

City Council  
 Business Meetings: Oct. 6, 20 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Sessions: Oct. 5, 19 | 5:30 p.m. 
Planning Commission 
 Business Meeting: Oct. 13 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Session: Oct. 27 | 7:00 p.m.  
Airport Commission  
 Oct. 6 | 9:30 a.m. 
Conservation Commission  
 Oct. 28 | 6:00 p.m. 
Forest Lands Commission  
 Oct. 13 | 5:30 p.m. 
Historic Commission  
 Oct. 7 | 6:00 p.m. 
Housing and Human Services Commission  
 Oct. 22 | 4:30 p.m. 
Parks and Recreation Commission  
 Business Meeting: Oct. 26 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Session: Oct. 19 | 7:00 p.m. 
Public Art Commission 

Oct. 16 | 8:30 a.m. 
Transportation Commission  
 Oct. 29 | 6:00 p.m. 
Tree Commission  

Oct. 8 | 6:00 p.m. 
Wildfire Mitigation Commission  
 Oct. 14 | 11:00 a.m. 
 
▲Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 
East Main or at 51 Winburn Way and are open to 
the public. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. ▲City Coun-
cil and many other city meetings are broadcast live 
on channel 9. Charter Communications customers 
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. 
Meetings also stream live on the internet at 
rvtv.sou.edu. 
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Committee/Commission Vacancies 
 
There are vacancies on the following Commis-
sions and Committees; Airport, Forest Lands, 
Housing & Human Services, Public Arts, 
Transportation, and Wildfire Mitigation. 
 
Interested? Go to: ashland.or.us/vacancies.  
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