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Prescribed Fire Generates Smoke in the Ashland 

Watershed/Rogue Valley 
 

ASHLAND, OR—A prescribed fire ignited on Forest Service-administered lands approximately 3.5 
miles outside of Ashland, Oregon, continues to burn in heavy logs lying on the ground, creating 
smoke in the Ashland watershed. This particular prescribed burn is part of Ashland Forest 
Resiliency (AFR), an ongoing stewardship project between the US Forest Service, the City of 
Ashland, The Nature Conservancy and Lomakatsi in an effort to reduce fire risk and improve forest 
health in the Ashland Watershed.   
 
The original burn objective included burning piles on approximately 94 acres as part of AFR. The 
burn piles were ignited on January 27, 2012. After the piles were lit, typical winter weather, 
including snow and rain, followed for the next eight days. Within the last several days, the burn 
area has experienced a less typical warm weather pattern, followed by strong south to southeast 
wind gusts of up to 35 mph. The winds re-ignited several of the smoldering burn piles. 
 
“We’ve been monitoring this burn for a couple of weeks now.  Although we originally only planned 
to burn the piles, we utilized the opportunity to let some of the heavier fuels burn down, as they are 
all contained well within the burn perimeter,” said Siskiyou Mountains Division Chief Gary Smith.    
 
Approximately 50 Forest Service and Grayback Forestry personnel are assigned to mopping up 
within the burned area today in an effort to reduce smoke emissions.  Fire crews will dig an 
additional fire “checkline” as an added precaution due to predicted warmer temperatures and 
winds for the next several days. The prescribed fire will continue to be monitored by Forest Service 
fire management personnel.  
 
The idea behind prescribed burning, or controlled burning, as some refer to it, is to reduce the 
danger of catastrophic wildland fire by burning at key times when a burn will be successful in the 
consumption of fuels, but also remain within the planned burn boundaries. Trained fire crews ignite 
these specific areas to consume the on-the-ground fuels that may otherwise serve to feed larger, 
uncontrolled wild land fires during fire season.  
 
A prescribed fire burning plan must be written prior to the ignition of any burn. This plan includes 
the burn’s objective and detailed site information such as topography, fuels, slope, fuel density, 
and values at risk, such as residences, structures or towers.  Secondly, weather patterns and 
forecasts are closely monitored to determine when conditions are right for ignition in the planned 
burn area. Lastly, all ignitions must be cleared through the State of Oregon, following smoke 
management rules.   
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