
Appendix A   
 
Fire-Resistant Plant Materials for Ashland  
From: OSU Extension Service, Rogue Valley Council of Governments, City of Ashland, KenCairn 
Sager Landscape Architects 
 
**Any plant can burn if not maintained free of dead material and watered 
regularly. Ashland’s climate does not lend itself well to water loving species.  
Choose species that are drought tolerant for places where you don’t water 
and be conscious of those plants that deer are attracted to.  Placement of 
landscaping plants is extremely important for wildfire safety.  Trees should 
be planted to maintain 10 to 30 feet (more for steeper ground) of space 
around the canopy at maturity.  Shrubs and trees should not be placed to 
form ladders of fuel, which can let fire move from ground level to trees or 
the house.  A good rule of thumb is to keep tree branches pruned at least 
three times the height of the available fuel beneath the tree.  Foundation 
plantings should be extremely fire resistant and planted away from 
flammable wood siding.  Maintain at least 3 feet of fuel free space around 
your home, decks, and wooden stairs.  Finally, keep plants at least 2 feet 
below windows. It’s best to plant something that will stay small rather than 
require constant maintenance to control flammability.   
 
Call Ashland Fire and Rescue at 552-2066 for site-specific recommendations or a review 
of plans.   
 
Virtually all annual flowers and bulbs in a bed are fire-resistant species.  When 
making flowerbeds, use care to keep wood mulch or bark away from flammable siding, 
decks, and fences.  
 
Groundcovers 
(Scientific name - common name) 
Ajuga reptans- carpet bugleweed  
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi - kinnikinnick  
Ceanothus prostratus - squaw carpet  
Ceanothus griseus horizontalis - Carmel creeper 
Cerastium tomentosum - snow-in-summer  
Delosperma nubigenum - yellow iceplant  
Delosperma cooperi - purple/pink iceplant  
Duchesnea indica - mock strawberry  
Echeveria species -hens and chicks 
Festuca species - fescue bunchgrass 
Fragaria species - wild strawberry 
Helianthemum species - rock rose 
Mahonia repens - Oregon grape (creeping) 
Pachysandra terminalis - Japanese pachysandra 
Phlox subulata - creeping phlox 



*Rosmarinus ‘Huntington carpet’ or prostratus - creeping rosemary 
Sedum species - sedum or stonecrops 
Thymus praecox - creeping or woolly thyme 
 
* Rosemary is inherently a flammable plant because of abundant oils (hence the nice aroma). Use caution and don’t 
plant rosemary near flammable siding, decks, or wooden fences. Rosemary used as a groundcover should not form a 
solid carpet over large areas.  
 
Perrenials 18" and taller 
(Scientific name - common name) 
Achillea species - yarrow  
Allium schoenoprasum- chives  
Armeria maritima - sea thrift 
Aurinia saxatilis - basket-of-Gold  
Bergenia cordifolia - heartleaf bergenia  
Carex species - sedges 
Coreopsis species - coreopsis  
Hemorocallis hybrids - daylilies 
Heuchera species - coral bells 
Hosta species - hosta lilies 
Iris species - iris 
Kniphofia uvaria - red-hot poker 
Linum perenne - blue flax 
Lupinus species - lupine 
Epilobium angustifolium - fireweed  
Oenothera missouriensis - evening primrose 
Geranium species - cranesbill  
Penstemon species - penstemon 
Helianthemum nummularium - sun rose  
Stachys byzantina - lamb’s ear 
 
Shrubs—evergreen 
(Scientific name - common name) 
Arbutus unedo – strawberry tree 
Baccharis pilularis - dwarf coyote bush 
Berberis piperi - Barberry or tall Oregon grape 
Chrysothamnus species - rabbit-brush 
Cotoneaster species - cotoneaster  
Daphne x burkwoodii var. ‘Carol Mackie’ - Carol Mackie daphne  
Gaultheria shallon - salal  
Lavandula species - lavender 
Ligustrum species - privet  
Lonicera pileata or nitida - privet honeysuckle 
Mahonia aquifolium - Oregon grape  
Mahonia nervosa - Long leaf Oregon grape 
Pachystima myrsinites - Oregon boxwood 
Rhamnus fragula - buckthorn 
Rhododendron macrophyllum - Pacific rhododendron   
Rhododendron occidentale - western azalea   
Rosa species- roses 
Viburnum davidii – David viburnum 
Yucca species - yucca 
 



Shrubs- Deciduous 
(Scientific name - common name) 
Abelia grandiflora – glossy abelia 
Acer glabrum - Rocky Mountain maple  
Caryopteris x clandonensis - blue-mist spirea 
Cornus stolonifera - red osier dogwood 
Euonymus alatus- burning bush 
Holodiscus discolor - oceanspray  
Philadelphus species – western mock orange 
Rhus species -sumac 
Ribes species - flowering currant or gooseberries 
Rosa woodsii - Wood’s rose 
Salix species - willow 
Spiraea x bumalda - Spirea species 
Spiraea douglasii - western spirea 
Symphoricarpos species - Snowberry 
Syringa species - lilac 
 
Deciduous Trees 
(Scientific name - common name) 
Acer circinatum - vine maple 
Acer macrophyllum - bigleaf maple    
Acer platanoides - Norway maple  
Acer palmatum – Japanese maple 
Acer rubrum var. Sunset - sunset maple  
Aesculus hippocastanum- horsechestnut 
Alnus rubra- red alder 
Amelanchier alnifolia - serviceberry 
Betula species- birch 
Catalpa speciosa- northern catalpa 
Cercis canadensis- eastern redbud 
Celtis occidentalis- hackberry 
Cornus species- dogwood 
Fagus species- beech  
Fraxinus species- ash (not drought tolerant)  
Gleditsia triacanthos - honeylocust 
Gymnocladus dioicus - Kentucky coffee tree 
Juglans species - walnut 
Liquidambar styraciflua- sweetgum 
Populus species- cottonwood, aspen, poplar 
Prunus species- cherry 
Quercus species- oak 
Robinia pseudoacacia- black locust 
Salix species- willow 
Sorbus species- mountain ash 
Tilia species- linden or basswood 
 

*Coniferous Evergreen Trees 
(Scientific Name - Common Name) 
Calocedrus decurrens- incense cedar  
Larix occidentalis- western larch 
Pinus ponderosa- ponderosa pine 



Thuja plicata- western redcedar 
Pinus lambertiana- sugar pine 
 
Broadleaf Evergreen Trees 
Arbutus menzeseii – Pacific madrone 
Magnolia sp. - Magnolia 
Quercus sp. - Live oak  
 
 
*Caution should be used when planting coniferous evergreen trees.  These trees can be 
very flammable, especially when young.  Take care not to plant them close to your home 
and allow lots of room for future growing space.  The practice of planting evergreens 
close together to form a privacy barrier between homes and along driveways is especially 
hazardous.  
 
There are many more species which are appropriate for fire prone areas in Ashland.  
We’re happy to update this list with your favorite plants.   
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