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Dealing W|th Travelers and Panhandlers

Judging from the e-mails, letters and phone calls we receive at City
Hall, there is tremendous concern to Ashlanders about the influx of
transients and panhandlers the City sees during the summer months.
Although police calls for service actually declined slightly this sum-
mer compared to prior years, many people clearly perceive that ag-
gressive panhandling was worse than ever this year.

What can be done about it? Unfortunately, the City’s options are se-
verely limited. Panhandling is considered constitutionally protected
speech in Oregon — no matter how rude or obnoxious it might be — so
the City cannot pass a “no panhandling” law. Sit/lie laws are also un-
constitutional in Oregon. People have a constitutionally protected free-
dom to sit or even lie down on sidewalks. In Ashland, it is illegal to
obstruct a sidewalk in such a way as to leave less than 6’ of clear
space in which to pass. It is illegal for a panhandler to make physical
contact with someone or to step in front of someone to obstruct their
passage, even if there is no physical contact. Such activity should be
reported to the police.

For its part, the City has adopted a number of ordinances aimed at
dealing with this, including the creation of an “Enhanced Law En-
forcement Area” downtown and a persistent violator ordinance. We
have also, in concert with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, made
physical changes to the corner of East Main Street and Pioneer to di-
minish that corner’s attractiveness to panhandlers. On November 3",

(See, Travelers and Panhandlers, page 3)
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New Energy Saving Tools

The City of Ashland Electric Utility has
expanded its current partnership with
Enhabit (formerly Clean Energy Works)
to offer city electric utility customers
two exciting new energy efficiency op-
portunities.

The first is online home energy audits.
Are you curious about how your home
uses or loses energy? Discover your
home’s profile with this free online tool
from Enhabit (my.enhabit.org/?
src=UTASH.) Take five minutes to an-
swer questions about your appliances,
heating and cooling, and other home ele-
ments and receive a customized report
illustrating where energy is used, oppor-
tunities for future energy savings, and
recommendations for how to help your
home work better.

The second opportunity is energy per-
formance scores. Home inspections re-
veal safety hazards. Fuel efficiency stan-
dards reveal a vehicle’s performance and
walk scores show how close a home is to
neighborhood amenities like restaurants,
parks, schools, and grocery stores. Now
homeowners have a new tool, the energy
performance score (enhabit.org/energy-
performance-score/), a measure of how

(See, Energy, Page 2)
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Low Income Assistance

Once again, the City of Ashland has

set aside money during the budget
process for the Ashland Low In-
come Energy Assistance Program
to assist low-income residents with
electric bill costs during the cold
winter months.

abled persons for up to six months
and credits of 50 percent to other
qualified residents for up to three
months. The maximum allowed
credit is $300.00 for either group.
Applicants may call 541-552-2038
to request an application packet be

Don’t Feed Wildlife

Deer, bear, raccoons, and wild tur-
keys are wild animals. They are not
tame. They are not pets. They
should never, ever be intentionally
fed. The intentional feeding of deer
and other wildlife within the city
limits of Ashland is a violation of

sent to them or pick one up at the
utility billing counter at City Hall
(20 E. Main Street).

Eligible Ashland residents include City ordinance (AMC 9.08.280).

those whose income is at or below
60 percent of Oregon’s median in-
come. These levels are based on
household income and household
size. Qualified recipients will re-
ceive a credit on their electric utility
charges. Credits of up to 50 percent
will be given to seniors and dis-

The ordinance clearly states that it is
a violation when a person know-
ingly places, deposits, distributes,
stores or scatters food, garbage or
any other attractant so as to consti-
tute a lure, attraction or enticement
for deer, raccoon, or potentially ha-
bituated wildlife. If found in viola-
tion of the ordinance fines can ex-

If you know of someone who might
qualify and needs assistance, please
let them know about this program.
The deadline to submit the applica-
tion is February 1, 2016. Late ap-
plications will not be accepted.

ceed $500.

Energy

Continued from Page 1 Keep wildlife wild:

e Keep pet food indoors.

much energy - and how much money - it takes to run a home each month. e Keep birdfeeders at least 10 feet
: e off the ground.

What’s more - the City and Enhabit invite interested Ashland homeowners | o Remove fruit that has fallen

to score their home for its energy efficiency. During October’s Energy from trees.

Awareness Month, the first 50 eligible Ashland Electric customers to sign
up will receive either a no-cost or low-cost 100 Point Performance Check
and EPS (valued at $250). For more information and to apply, visit the
Ashland EPS Pilot Program (enhabit.org/ashland-EPS).

e Plant deer-resistant plants

e Use bear-proof garbage cans

e Encourage your neighbors to
remove wildlife attractants.

Open City Hall

Have you signed up for Open City Hall? It’s a way for your voice to be heard on various issues affecting the
City and to see what your neighbors are saying as well.

Open City Hall is a public participation tool that’s accessed through the City web site: www.ashland.or.us. Look
for the link to Open City Hall under “Hot Topics.” Once you sign up for Open City Hall, you’ll be notified by e-
mail when new topics are posted for public comment. We recognize that with the busy lives people lead, it can
be difficult for people to come to public hearings at nighttime meetings. Open City Hall is a great way to educate
yourself about issues and convey your thoughts to City decision-makers.

Peak Democracy, the firm that created Open City Hall, estimates that each Open City Hall comment is roughly
equivalent to three minutes of testimony at a public hearing. So, if we receive 34 on-forum comments on a sub-
ject (as we recently did with an Open City Hall on travelers and panhandlers), that’s the equivalent of an hour
and 42 minutes of public hearing testimony!

Check out Open City Hall and sign up today. We’re waiting to hear from you!
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Travelers and Panhandlers
Continued from Page 1

the Council will consider other ordinances to prohibit unlicensed/
unvaccinated dogs in Ashland and to add the keeping of an unlicensed dog
to the persistent violator ordinance, which can in turn be used to exclude
someone from the Enhanced Law Enforcement Area.

In addition, the Council will hold a study session on November 16™ to
strategize about other actions that could be taken to address downtown be-

havior issues.

Agendas and meeting dates are subject to change. For the most current in-
formation, check the City web site - www.ashland.or.us - and click the
“Agendas and Minutes” link in the left-hand column.

Safety Tips

from Police Chief Tighe O’'Meara

Bike lanes and sidewalks; what do
they mean to a bicyclist?

You are required under Oregon
Statute (ORS 814.420) to drive
your bike in a bike lane if one is
present. However, you are permit-
ted to leave the lane if a hazard ex-
ists. What constitutes a hazard?
Debris, potholes, cars and other bi-
cycles are some examples of haz-
ards.

Basically, a bicycle lane is part of a
highway, adjacent to the roadway
and has signs and markings. Siski-
you Boulevard has bike lanes, but
not all city streets do. The white
stripe must be at least 4-inches in
width for a bike lane. A narrow
white line on the side of the road is
a fog line and does not indicate a
bike lane.

Does this mean you can ride on a
sidewalk? The answer is yes and
no. State law (ORS 814.410) re-
quires a bicyclist to give audible
warning before overtaking a pedes-
trian and must yield the right way
to all pedestrians when riding on a
sidewalk. You cannot jump on and
off the sidewalk suddenly.

Additionally, bicycles on sidewalks

must be operated at a speed equal to

an ordinary walk when approaching
or entering a crosswalk, approach-

ing or crossing a driveway, crossing

a curb cut or pedestrian ramp when
a motor vehicle is approaching the
crosswalk, driveway, curb cut or
pedestrian ramp.

There are also prohibitions. For ex-
ample, electric bicycles are prohib-
ited from being operated on side-
walks. Also, in Ashland, as in most
Oregon cities, you cannot bicycle
on sidewalks in the downtown area.

In general, sidewalks are very dan-
gerous places to ride a bike. When
cycling with the flow of traffic on a
sidewalk, you are three times more
likely to be in a collision with a car
than cycling on the street. Even
more dangerous is riding against
the flow, as you are seven times
more likely to be hit because motor
vehicle drivers do not look for or
expect anything but pedestrians at
sidewalk intersections and bicy-
clists moving faster than pedestri-
ans are unable to stop or turn
quickly enough to avoid collisions.

Compostable Leaf
Bags Available
at a Discount

Please keep leaves out of the
landfill and from clogging the
storm drains to our streams. The
City of Ashland Public Works
Department, the Conservation
Commission, and Recology Ash-
land Sanitary Service (RASS) are
subsidizing a limited number of
compostable bags for the collec-
tion and disposal of leaves.

A set of five bags can be pur-
chased at RASS, 170 Oak Street,
for $10.00 (regularly $14.50)
from October 26 - November 6,
2015. The bags will be available
on a first come, first served basis
with a limit of two sets per house-
hold. Customers must live within
the urban growth boundaries of
Talent & Ashland. Identification
will be required.

Each bag is nearly three feet tall
and can hold up to 35 pounds of
leaves. The compostable bags, for
leaves only, will be picked up
curbside on regular garbage col-
lection/green debris days during
the months of November and De-
cember. Only pre-paid bags pur-
chased from RASS are eligible.
Unused bags can be utilized next
year.

Additionally, FREE leaf drop-off
is available this year on Novem-
ber 15" and December 13" at the
Ashland Recycle Center on Water
Street between 9:00 a.m. — 4:00
p-m.

For more information, please con-
tact RASS at 541-482-1471 or
RecologyAshlandSanitarySer-
vice.com.
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News Notes

Project FeederWatch

Help count birds that visit the feeders at North Mountain Park
while learning to identify species with expert birders. This is a
great opportunity for all-level birders to get acquainted with lo-
cal birds and mingle with other birders. The information col-
lected will be submitted to Cornell University’s FeederWatch
Project, a nationwide citizen science bird monitoring effort. For
more information please call the Nature Center at 541-488-6606.
Ages: 10 — Adult

Dates: November 14, 28, December 12, 26 (Continuing alternate
Saturdays through March, 2016)

Time: 9:00 — 10:00 a.m.

Place: North Mountain Park Pavilion

Cost: Free; Pre-registration is not required

Ashland Rotary Centennial Ice Rink

The Ashland Rotary Centennial Ice Rink

will reopen on Wednesday, November 18. P S
View the complete schedule at R YR
ashland.or.us/IceRink. The outdoor rink is : e E
located at 95 Winburn Way, across from \ RIN K
the Lithia Park playground.

Bring the whole family! Our skate rentals [
accommodate toddler size 9 up to men

size 15. Please come prepared to skate, as changing rooms are not
available. Hot chocolate, coffee and a variety of snacks will be
available for purchase.

For more information on prices, schedules, lessons, family pro-
gramming, hockey, scholarships and all we have to offer you, visit
ashland.or.us/IceRink, call the ice rink directly (after November
18) at 541-488-9189, or the APRC main office at 541-488-5340.

Don’t miss First Frost: Seasonal Celebration on Ice on Novem-

ber 21, from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. The celebration includes:

e Recreation skate with live DJ Hope

e Our friendly mascot, Chilly the Snowman

e [ce sculpting by Roger Butterfield

e Performances by Southern Oregon Figure Skating Club, be-

ginning at 7:30 p.m.

3-on-3 hockey exhibition game at 3:00 p.m.

e Discounted coupons distributed for Youth Programs

e Kids 5 and under skate for free; Adults $3.00 (not including
skate rental, $2.50/pair)

CITY OF

ASHLAND

Committee/Commission Vacancies

There are vacancies on the following Commis-
sions and Committees; Airport, Forest Lands,
Housing & Human Services, Public Arts,
Transportation, and Wildfire Mitigation.

Interested? Go to: ashland.or.us/vacancies.

20 East Main St., Ashland, OR 97520 | www.ashland.or.us 00

City Calendar

City Council
Business Meetings: Nov. 3, 17 | 7:00 p.m.
Study Sessions: Nov. 2, 16, 30 | 5:30 p.m.

Citizens Budget Committee
Nov. 19 6:00 p.m.

Planning Commission
Business Meeting: Nov. 10 | 7:00 p.m.
Study Session: Nov. 24 | 7:00 p.m.

Airport Commission
Nov. 3|9:30 a.m.

Conservation Commission
Nov. 18] 6:00 p.m.

Forest Lands Commission
Nov. 10| 5:30 p.m.

Historic Commission
Nov. 4| 6:00 p.m.

Housing and Human Services Commission
November meeting canceled

Municipal Audit Committee
Nov. 16 | 1:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Commission
Business Meeting: Nov. 23 | 7:00 p.m.
Study Session: Nov. 16 | 7:00 p.m.

Public Art Commission
Nov. 13 ] 8:30 a.m.

Transportation Commission
TBD | 6:00 p.m.

Tree Commission
Nov. 5| 6:00 p.m.

Wildfire Mitigation Commission
Nov. 18] 11:00 a.m.

A Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East
Main or at 51 Winburn Way and are open to the public.
ATTY 1-800-735-2900. A City Council and many
other city meetings are broadcast live on channel 9.
Charter Communications customers will find city meet-
ings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings also stream
live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu.

(R4
)
@
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