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2013 Water Quality Report 
The City of Ashland provides exceptional water and 

vigilantly safeguards its water supplies in order to con-

tinue providing safe drinking water for our residents. 

The 2013 Water Quality Report is now available at 

www.ashland.or.us/2013waterreport. Hard copies are 

available at the Ashland Public Library, SOU Library, 

City Council Chambers, City Hall and Community 

Development Department. For more information, con-

tact the Water Department at 541-488-5353. ▼ 

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND 

Drought Challenges  
 

In anticipation of drought conditions and 

the likelihood of water curtailment, the 

City of Ashland is taking action now that 

will reduce water use over the next sev-

eral months and the City urges all Ashland water customers to 

do likewise. The City, including the Parks Department, will 

not plant trees, shrubs or annuals beginning now through the 

summer season. 

 Other than a few shrubs and trees that have been “heeled 

in” and must be planted, we are committed to postponing all 

planting until we are past the anticipated drought. Due to shal-

low roots, annuals and even vegetable gardens use as much 

water as grass. 

 In addition, the City and Parks Department will delay the 

start of irrigation on city-owned property as long as possible. 

This helps to train lawns, shrubs and trees to need less wa-

ter. Once the irrigation system is turned on, watering will be 
 

(See, Drought, Back Page) 

City of Ashland is Seeking 
Your Input! 
 

The City of Ashland is working with 
the University of Oregon’s Commu-
nity Planning Workshop to conduct a 
study that analyzes issues related 
to parking and multi-modal circula-
tion in downtown Ashland. Because 
good parking management programs 
include many inter-related policy de-
cisions, public engagement is a key 
part of the process. The City con-
ducted an initial study in early Janu-
ary to gauge perceptions of parking 
in downtown Ashland, as well as bet-
ter understand how different user 
groups access the downtown area. 
 Now we’re doing a second survey 
to evaluate community support for 
various policy options aimed at ad-
dressing the parking and transporta-
tion issues that have been identified. 
The results of this survey will help to 
inform the City about your opinions, 
attitudes, and preferences for differ-
ent options as we assess which policy 
options are best suited to meet 
 

(See, Survey, Back Page) 

 

Stay informed.  For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us.  Sign up for e-mail alerts! 

http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/2013%20CCR%20.pdf�
http://www.ashland.or.us�


Cut it
Cut it

  

  Short!
Short! 

 

If your property is 

One Acre or Smaller: 
Cut and maintain grass and weeds to no 

more than 4” in height 

 On the entire property 

 On abutting park rows and other right of 

ways 

 

If your property is 

Greater Than One Acre: 
Cut and maintain grass and weeds to no 

more than 4” in height... 

 On abutting park rows and other 

rights of way 

 Within 30 feet of every structure 

 In a 15-foot wide buffer strip around 

your property 

 In a 15-foot wide buffer next to access 

roads and driveways through proper-

ties 

Weed Abatement 
Success 

Short grass and weeds make a 

huge difference to firefighters and 

your neighborhood.  This photo 

from the 2010 Oak Knoll fire is 

from an empty lot where the grass 

and weeds had been cut short 

throughout the summer.  When hot 

embers from just a few hundred 

feet away landed on the short 

vegetation, the grass and weeds 

ignited, but did not support the rapid spread of intense fire.  In fact, this open 

lot provided a safe working space that firefighters used to help extinguish the 

fire. 

Unabated Weeds 
Tall, dead grass ignites easily and spreads 

wildfire quickly.  By following weed abate-

ment requirements, you will make a differ-

ence in how a wildfire could spread 

throughout Ashland.  This photo from the 

2010 Oak Knoll fire shows how tall, dead 

grass produced big, fast-moving flames. 

Grass fires and wildfires are ignited every year in Ashland whether by 

people or by lightning.  Whether it’s personal property or our water-

shed, we have a lot to lose when it comes to wildfires.  By cutting 

grass and weeds, you reduce the ability for fire to spread as quickly, thus reducing the fire risk in 

our community. 

Ashland Municipal Code (Section 9.04) requires landowners or occupants to cut grass and weeds by 

June 15th each year and maintain that height throughout fire season.  This applies to all lots within 

the City limits.  Compliance with the weed abatement ordinance will substantially improve the over-

all fire safety in our community, as well as enhance the appearance of the neighborhood where 

your property is located.  Failure to abate and maintain weeds and grass by June 15th each year 

can result in fines up to $427 each day the violation exists, plus any abatement and staff costs. 

More information about weed abatement and a list of contractors is available at our website 

www.ashland.or.us/weedabatement or call us at 541-552-2246. 

Why Weed 
Abatement? 

To file a weed abatement complaint after June 15, submit a writ-

ten complaint form found at www.ashland.or.us/weedabatement.  

In order to better facilitate the use of staff time, complaints will 

only be accepted in writing using the form at this site. 

Keep itKeep it  

  Short!Short!  

Cut WeedsCut WeedsCut Weeds   

& Grass& Grass& Grass   

by June 15thby June 15thby June 15th   



Survey 
(continued from Page 1) 
 
Ashland's needs. Please visit https://
www.ashland.or.us/currentsurvey to take the survey! 
▼ 
 

Drought 
(continued from Page 1) 
 
much less frequent than in non-drought years. 
 Ashland’s municipal code gives the City the abil-
ity to require curtailment of water use by residents 
and businesses if water supplies get too low. Ashland 
last experienced water curtailment in 2009. In May of 
that year, the snowpack measured 41 inches and the 
City supplemented the water supply with Talent Irri-
gation District (TID) water in August. By contrast, 
this year the snowpack measured 20 inches in March 
and the City expects to begin using TID water in May. 
 The Ashland community uses approximately 1.5 
million gallons of water each day for basic indoor do-
mestic use. Once the community begins irrigating 
landscaping and continues to irrigate through the hot 
summer months, the community uses as much as 7 
million gallons of water a day. Every resident, busi-
ness, and visitor who makes an effort to reduce their 
water consumption can help reduce the daily demand 
for water. 
 The City of Ashland encourages its citizens to 
start thinking now about how they can conserve water 
this summer and encourages them to follow the City’s 
example in delaying new plantings and training their 
lawns, shrubs, and trees to need less water. 
 Visit www.ashland.or.us/conserve for water con-
servation tips or www.ashlandsaveswater.org/ for in-
formation on water-wise planting.  
▼ 
 

Rogue Valley Bird Day 
 
Rogue Valley Bird Day celebrates the life cycles and 
journeys of migrating birds. This year’s theme, “Why 
Birds Matter,” focuses on the many ways in which 
birds matter to the Earth, to ecosystems, and of 
course, to us. This free event offers outdoor activities 
for birders of all ages. Come participate in Rogue 

 

City Calendar 
□ City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 

p.m. Study sessions occur on the day before at 5:30 p.m. 
□ Planning Commission meets on the second Tuesday 7:00 

p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m. 

□ Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. 
□ Conservation Commission meets on the fourth Wednesday 

at 6:00 p.m. 
□ Firewise Commission meets on the third Wednesday at 

noon 
□ Forest Lands Commission meets on the second Tuesday at 

5:30 p.m. 
□ Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

(the Wednesday prior to the Tuesday Planning Commission) 
□ Housing and Human Services Commission meets on the 

fourth Thursday of every month at 4:30 p.m. 
□ Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the fourth 

Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs on the third 
Monday. 

□ Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday at 8:15 
a.m. 

□ Transportation Commission meets on the fourth Thursday 
at 6:00 p.m. 

□ Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before the Tues-
day Planning Commission Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 
▲City Council and other city meetings are broadcast live on cable 
channel 9. Charter Communications customers will find city meet-
ings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings also stream live on the inter-
net at rvtd.sou.edu.▲Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 
East Main or at 51 Winburn Way.▲For information about all City 
meetings please call City Administration at 541-488-6002.▲Back 
issues of the City Source are posted under “Document Center” on the 
City’s Website, www.ashland.or.us. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. 

 

 
THE  CITY OF ASHLAND USES RECYCLED PAPER    

Valley Bird Day at the North Mountain Park Nature Cen-
ter in Ashland on Saturday, May 10, 2014, from 8:00 am 
to noon. This event  is presented by Ashland Parks & 
Recreation, Rogue Valley Audubon Society and Klamath 
Bird Observatory. Information can be found at 
www.RogueValleyBirdDay.net and at North Mountain 
Park Nature Center, 541-488-6606. ▼ 

https://www.ashland.or.us/currentsurvey�
https://www.ashland.or.us/currentsurvey�
https://www.ashland.or.us/currentsurvey�
https://www.ashland.or.us/currentsurvey�
http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
http://www.ashlandsaveswater.org/�
http://www.RogueValleyBirdDay.net�
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