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Copied and pasted from an email received on May 29, 2011 
Lynn Ransford [lransford@mtashland.net] 
 
This Proposal for a Range of Practices to Deal with Homeless Issues in Ashland is submitted by 
Lynn Ransford, M.A, ECE Specialist, retired Adjunct Faculty, SOU, educator, pre-school 
through adult education for over 45 years.  (Contact information: 1183 Village Square Drive, 
Ashland, 541-482-0710, lransford@mtashland.net) 
 
  The proposals were developed as a result of discussions in our annual Rogue River hiking 
group, comprised of a systems engineer, 2 former high school teachers, 2 retired librarians, a 
logistics manager, a massage therapist, a carpenter and an artist--a heterogenous group of 
persons with varied living experiences and from varied economic and educational backgrounds--
all with a desire to (1) Protect our watershed from fire and health hazards and (2) to meet needs 
of our local homeless as well as needs of (a) people walking on the street, including tourists and 
shoppers, (b) business people, and (c) sympathetic residents who cherish the idea of a diverse 
population in Ashland. 
 
   It is suggested that the following proposals be tried for at least one year, to assess the balance 
between start-up costs and maintenance and the amount of monies collected for these purposes. 
    
1. Extend hours for public restrooms to be open. 
 
2. Enforce existing local ordinances (against illegal camping in the watershed, aggressive 
panhandling, disorderly conduct). 
 
3. Continue to offer existing local, state, and county services, e.g., food banks, hot meals, welfare 
offices (whose locations would be listed on business cards described in #4, below). 
 
4. Print and distribute to businesses small cards listing available community support services 
with contact numbers and locations.  Note: this was tried in some areas of Portland, with some 
success.  People in business establishments in the downtown area gave cards to their customers 
explaining that the city cares about our homeless,  encouraging shoppers and tourists, who also 
care, to give the cards to panhandlers, in lieu of cash. 
 
5. Install metal collection boxes (similar to fee boxes at campgrounds) in the downtown area.  
Accompanying collection boxes would be signage with words to the effect: "Please help our 
community provide services for the homeless.  You may deposit cash here or checks (made out 
to the City of Ashland Homeless).  Tax deductible checks may also be mailed to City of 
Ashland, P. O. Box #______, Ashland, OR 97520." 
 
6. Set-up a charitable donation option with the City Attorney to establish a tax-deductible 
account to which donations can be made that would assist the City in off-setting costs for extra 
restroom maintenance, installation and maintenance of collection boxes, printing cards, and 
signage, etc. 
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7. Provide a place for showers, e.g., like those previously available next to the food distribution 
center.  Perhaps there is a church or public building that could provide such a facility. 
 
8. Create a permanent Homeless Steering Committee, comprised of citizens in the community 
who repeatedly express the desire to help the homeless.  The committee would be charged with: 
 
a) on-going research of solutions tried by other cities (both successful solutions and not) that are 
in line with goals established (e.g., protecting the watershed, providing a safety net for locals 
who find themselves in a homeless situation, protecting businesses, locals and tourists on the 
street...). 
   
b) recommending most-likely-to-be-successful options that are in line with stated goals. 
 
c) contacting and working with churches, existing community organizations and institutions, e.g., 
the Peace House, the school district, and individual citizens devoted to providing for the 
homeless for 
   1) donations, 2) use of facilities for shelter on freezing nights, 3) hot meals, 4) clothing, and 5)    
school supplies and temporary homes for homeless students. 
 
d) investigating the possibility of and overseeing  a "rotating tent city" like ones successfully 
working in Olympia, WA. (They have found that rotating locations every several months reduces 
the burden on any one church or private property owner or area in the city.) 
 
e) establishing fund raising events and/or seeking on-going donations from individuals, churches, 
and community organizations for the purpose of setting-up, providing and maintaining services 
for the homeless.  
 
  
 


